
From: Richard L. Ellison
To: Laffey, Stephen
Subject: Re: 113th St - Ped Crossing - 840132D
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 8:31:43 AM

Stephen
the 113th st crossing DOT 840132D in are inventory it is a Pedestrian. 
Richard Ellison
101 North Wacker Drive \Suite 1920 
Chicago IL 60606
Phone # 312 777 2048
Call# 847 323 7197 
E-mail richardellison@up.com

From:        "Laffey, Stephen" <slaffey@icc.illinois.gov>
To:        "Servinsky, Adriana M." <Adriana.Servinsky@hdrinc.com>, "'Richard L. Ellison'" <RICHARDELLISON@UP.COM>
Cc:        'Jeffrey J Sriver' <Jeffrey.Sriver@cityofchicago.org>, Joe Alonzo <Joe.Alonzo@cityofchicago.org>, "Harrington, Michael"
 <Michael.Harrington@hdrinc.com>, "Milewski, Stanley" <smilewsk@icc.illinois.gov>
Date:        10/17/2013 06:53 AM
Subject:        113th St - Ped Crossing - 840132D

Good morning Adriana – I received your voice mail from yesterday and just wanted to confirm with you that the

 DOT number for the 113th Ped Crossing was (is) 840132D.  The roadway was removed in 2001 and the crossing DOT
 number closed. It should have just been converted to a ped at-grade at that time.  Assuming Mr. Ellison at Union
 Pacific concurs, we will just re-open 840132D and make it a ped at-grade.  Otherwise, UP will need to assign a new
 number for the ped crossing and get it entered into the national inventory.
 
Thank you!
 
Steve Laffey, Railroad Safety Specialist
Illinois Commerce Commission
527 East Capitol Avenue
Springfield, Illinois 62701
Office (217) 785-9026
Cell:  (217) 971-6364
Fax (217) 524-4637
slaffey@icc.illinois.gov
Office Hours: Mon-Weds are 700 to 500 and 700 to 430 on Thursday
 
This message and any attachments contain information from the Illinois Commerce Commission which may be confidential and/or privileged.  If you
 are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this message is strictly prohibited by law. If
 you receive this message in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete the message and any attachments.
 
 
From: Milewski, Stanley 
Sent: Wednesday, October 16, 2013 4:37 PM
To: Servinsky, Adriana M.
Cc: 'Jeffrey J Sriver'; Joe Alonzo; Harrington, Michael; Laffey, Stephen
Subject: RE: CDOT: Union Pacific Villa Grove Subdivision Quiet Zone Recommendations and Cost
 Estimate 
 
Adriana:

mailto:RICHARDELLISON@UP.COM
mailto:slaffey@icc.illinois.gov


Just a little clarification and further information:
1.       The ICC’s recommendation of the use of an escape median is a bit stronger than a “preference”.  In order to
 obtain ICC’s concurrence with the quiet zone, we recommend that the escape design be utilized.  Per FRA’s
 interpretation of the rule, the City does not have to follow our recommendation to actually obtain the quiet zone.
  But again, for the City of Chicago to obtain our “concurrence” with the quiet zone, we recommend the escape

 design be utilized at 130th Street.  I’ve attached an IDOT design memorandum that details the design.  As you can
 see, the median is only made mountable on the exit side of the crossing and therefore, does not make it easier for a
 motorist that is approaching the crossing from being able to circumvent the gates.  As further information, I’ve
 attached a letter from the FRA regarding a different quiet zone that addresses the risk index reduction factor
 (effectiveness rate) for the escape design.  They recommended that a factor of .77 be used instead of the normal
 factor of .8 per the rule.  Disregard the .76 during our conversation…my memory isn’t quite perfect, but I was close.
  The attached letter helps establish a precedent, or gives you something to go by.

2.        95thStreet – ICC Staff is not making the recommendation to install 4 quad gates at this crossing, but rather
 clarifying that the existing gate system is not a 4 quad gate system.  There are 4 entrance gates present, but no exit
 gates; the entrance gates only cover 2 quadrants of the crossing.  We understand that the City and/or HDR may be
 considering 4 quad gates at this location due to the Church driveway located in the NW quadrant, near the crossing.
  If so, than the costs in the study did not reflect the cost of the 4 quad gates.  If the intent was to include 4 quad
 gates, then the cost to do so could easily be $700k.  Otherwise, if 4 quad gates are not the intent, then the costs
 would only include upgrade to the existing medians.
3.       I did get a bit more information from Steve regarding the ped crossing.  There used to be a roadway crossing
 at this location that was closed, but the ped crossing was left in place.  The railroad closed the DOT number of 840-
132D for the roadway crossing.  They probably should not have closed the DOT #, but rather changed it to a ped
 only.  Therefore, if you speak to Rich Ellison, please advise him that they need to re-establish the DOT # for this
 crossing, preferably keeping the old number, just designating it as ped only.  And by the way, we’ve confirmed, via a
 more recent aerial, that the ped crossing surface is probably in place.  I suspect the Google map reflected
 construction activity that was taking place at the time.
 
Also, probably a question to ask Tammy when the Feds get back to work.  Does another diagnostic need to be
 conducted due to the overlooked ped crossing?  Per the rule, one of the main reasons to conduct diagnostic review
 is to look a ped only crossings.  Since this ped crossing appears to be gated, I don’t suspect that ICC will have any
 comments or recommendations regarding this crossing, but, a field review has not been conducted.
 
Stan Milewski
Illinois Commerce Commission
527 East Capitol Avenue
Springfield, Illinois 62701
smilewsk@icc.illinois.gov
815-463-8387
 
From: Servinsky, Adriana M. [mailto:Adriana.Servinsky@hdrinc.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 16, 2013 3:35 PM
To: Milewski, Stanley
Cc: 'Jeffrey J Sriver'; Joe Alonzo; Harrington, Michael
Subject: RE: CDOT: Union Pacific Villa Grove Subdivision Quiet Zone Recommendations and Cost
 Estimate 
 
Stan, 
 
Thanks for the time yesterday.  I summarized our phone conversation and attached it for your review. Please note if
 anything I wrote is incorrect and needs to be reworded. 
 
As we discussed, I reached out to Steve Laffey and Richard Ellison this afternoon.  I will be in touch with any

mailto:smilewsk@icc.illinois.gov
mailto:Adriana.Servinsky@hdrinc.com


 information that they provide. 
 
Thanks again,
Adriana 
 

ADRIANA M. SERVINSKY HDR Engineering, Inc.
Strategic Communications & Public Involvement

8550 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue Suite 900 | Chicago, IL 60631-3223
p: 773-867-7209 (M-W) and 312-443-4346 (Th-F) c: 571.359.1551 
adriana.servinsky@hdrinc.com| hdrinc.com
Follow Us – Facebook| Twitter| YouTube| Flickr

 
 
From: Servinsky, Adriana M. 
Sent: Friday, October 11, 2013 1:31 PM
To: Milewski, Stanley
Cc: Jeffrey J Sriver; Joe Alonzo; Harrington, Michael
Subject: CDOT: Union Pacific Villa Grove Subdivision Quiet Zone Recommendations and Cost Estimate 
 
Stan, 
 
Just left you a voicemail, but wanted to follow-up with an email. Hope all is well. 
 
This review request is in regards to the CDOT Union Pacific Villa Grove Subdivision Quiet Zone Study. 
 
To fill you in on where we are at: 
·         We issued the report to CDOT in June 2013 and filed the NOI with comment period ending September 5.   
·         To date, we received comments on the NOI from ICC and UP.  
·         We are in the process of putting together a disposition of comments in a response letter to both entities.  
·         In the meantime, CDOT thought it would be productive and effective to have you review the
 recommendations and the comprehensive cost estimate.  (Important to note that the cost estimate has been
 reviewed from a lump sum perspective (with UP) and a Unit Cost/Quantity standpoint with CDOT.)
 
We want to make sure that you have ample time to provide a thorough review, so if you could provide your
 thoughts back to us no later than 11/1 that would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Feel free to ring me with any questions - my phone numbers are listed below in my signature. 
 
Thank you! 
Adriana 
 

ADRIANA M. SERVINSKY HDR Engineering, Inc.
Strategic Communications & Public Involvement

8550 W. Bryn Mawr Avenue Suite 900 | Chicago, IL 60631-3223
p: 773-867-7209 (M-W) and 312-443-4346 (Th-F) c: 571.359.1551 
adriana.servinsky@hdrinc.com| hdrinc.com
Follow Us – Facebook| Twitter| YouTube| Flickr
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**

This email and any attachments may contain information that is confidential and/or privileged
 for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any use, review, disclosure, copying, distribution or
 reliance by others, and any forwarding of this email or its contents, without the express
 permission of the sender is strictly prohibited by law. If you are not the intended recipient,
 please contact the sender immediately, delete the e-mail and destroy all copies.
**


