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Steve,
 
Mark Perry offered to take some pictures while he was doing some track inspection work up in
LaSalle County so I asked him to snap photos of the public crossing 603799L, which did not have
photos in RAILS.  I labeled those and saved them in the RAILS directory so they are now able to be
viewed.  The ENS sign and pictures match the aerial shots in google, etc, for the lat/long that CSX
lists so I am confident this is the correct location.
 
However, the photos raised another question, for which I believe I have found the answer.  The
photo looking north shows a gravel road with a crossing of the CSX main line that has lights and
gates.  This road is the extension of the asphalt road that goes south into the industrial complex,
which I previously indicated I believe is a private road.  I checked with the LaSalle County Highway
Department, Michael Buiting (815/434-0743).  He confirmed that this road all the way from US 6 on
the north to the river/industrial complex on the south is privately owned and maintained.  It is not a
public road.  It is commonly called “Material Service Road.”  The photos of 603799L show that the
road has no 911 Highway Identification Signs or STOP signs or any pavement markings, etc, so this
supports the private ownership/ maintenance.  It appears to have been established by the company
as a shortcut to the complex from US 6.  I assume neither Ottawa nor Marseilles wanted heavy
trucks using the nearest available public crossings to the east and west, so the company came up
with that as their solution.  I was surprised to see the AFLS&G on that “Material Service Road”, as I

did not notice that when I drove down Canal Road/2753rd earlier this spring.  That led me to
wonder, what is that crossing? 
 

I found confirmation that CSX identifies the AFLS&G crossing north of Canal Road/2753rd  as
AAR/DOT# 603798E “Material Service Corp. Rd.”  I know because we proposed a project recently to
replace old incandescent bulbs in their flasher units with new LED arrays, but that never went
anywhere.  The CSX signal supervisor for that territory did however supply a spreadsheet that
identified that location as one where they have automatic warning devices.  It has the same mainline
milepost (80.90) as the spur track crossing 603799L on Canal Road.  CSX identifies the spur as
“Kerley Industries” in the spreadsheet.  We excluded the 603798E location from possible funding on
account that it is listed as a private crossing, which is now confirmed by the County Hwy. Dept.  The
FRA report for 603798E indicates under “Private Crossing Information” on page 1 that the crossing is
“Industrial” and has “2GT 1BELL”.
 
That means the crossing we previously figured to be 603798E, the one to the south inside the
industrial complex with photos that URS incorrectly identified as 155982E, is neither 603798E nor
155982E.  I do not believe that private crossing has any AAR/DOT# assigned.  CSX may or may not be
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New Rock Subdivision

		Chicago Division, New Rock Subdivision

		LOCATION		MILE POST		SUB DIVISION		DOT		INCANDESCENT		LEDS		TOTAL LIGHTS

		McDonough St.		41.15		NEW ROCK		608216P		10		0		10

		Cherry St.		41.27		NEW ROCK		608217W		12		0		12

		Brandon St.		42.16		NEW ROCK		608219K		8		0		8

		Midland Ave.		42.58		NEW ROCK		608220E		8		0		8

		U.S. Rt. 6 (Caterpillar)		43.83		NEW ROCK		608235U		12		0		12

		Bush Rd. (Houbolt Rd.)		45.5		NEW ROCK		608223A		12		0		12

		Canal Rd. (Amoco)		46.29		NEW ROCK		608231S		0		10		10

		U.S. Rt. 6 (Amoco)		46.3		NEW ROCK		608232Y		8		0		8

		Olin Rd.  (Amoco)		46.31		NEW ROCK		606593W		8		0		8

		Lynks Rd.		48.36		NEW ROCK		608226V		0		8		8

		Ford Rd.		49.5		NEW ROCK		608227C		8		0		8

		WABENA ST.		51.2		NEW ROCK		603739C		8		0		8

		Osceola Walk		51.31		NEW ROCK		603740W		8		0		8

		Ridge Rd.		51.74		NEW ROCK		603741D		8		0		8

		Tabler Rd.		55.4		NEW ROCK		603746M		10		0		10

		Gun Club Rd.		59.2		NEW ROCK		603750C		10		0		10

		Ashley Rd.		60.4		NEW ROCK		603751J		8		0		8

		Grant St.		61.5		NEW ROCK		603756T		10		0		10

		Liberty St.		61.8		NEW ROCK		603758G		10		0		10

		Wauponsee St.		61.86		NEW ROCK		603759N		8		0		8

		Union St.		62.2		NEW ROCK		603762W		8		0		8

		Shabbona St.		62.59		NEW ROCK		877597V		8		0		8

		Saratoga Rd. (Rt. 291)		64.7		NEW ROCK		603764K		8		0		8

		Main St.		72.08		NEW ROCK		603776E		8		0		8

		Crotty Lane		72.1		NEW ROCK		603778T		0		8		8

		National Phosphate Rd.		74.7		NEW ROCK		603781B		8		0		8

		Illinois Nitrogen Corp. Rd.		75.5		NEW ROCK		603782H		8		0		8

		La Salle St.		76.67		NEW ROCK		603785D		8		0		8

		Chicago St.		76.84		NEW ROCK		603786K		8		0		8

		Pearl St.		77.01		NEW ROCK		603787S		8		0		8

		Aurora St.		77.28		NEW ROCK		603788Y		8		0		8

		Main St.		77.46		NEW ROCK		603789F		12		0		12

		Glen Ave.		78.08		NEW ROCK		603793V		8		0		8

		Canal Rd. (Borg-Warner Chemical)		79.3		NEW ROCK		603794C		8		0		8

		Material Service Corp Rd.		80.90		NEW ROCK		603798E		8		0		8

		Canal Rd. (Kerley Industries)		80.90		NEW ROCK		603799L		12		0		12

		Rutland Rd.		82.9		NEW ROCK		603801K		8		0		8

		Champlain St.		83.93		NEW ROCK		603803Y		8		0		8

		Guion St.		84.34		NEW ROCK		603804F		8		0		8

		Columbus St.		84.58		NEW ROCK		603805M		0		20		20

		La Salle St.		84.63		NEW ROCK		603806U		8		0		8

		Chestnut St.		84.99		NEW ROCK		603807B		8		0		8

		Boyce Memorial Dr.		85.82		NEW ROCK		603810J		10		0		10

		U.S. Hwy 6 (Norris Dr.)		86.15		NEW ROCK		603811R		0		12		12

		Mill St.		94.06		NEW ROCK		603815T		8		0		8

		IL. 178 (Rt. 1279/Division St.)		94.18		NEW ROCK		603816A		0		8		8

						Totals						66		418

						Total LED's Needed:				342

		Note:  64 of these lights are WCH 12" lights.  The FLX 4000 retrofit will not fit these lights.  Will need complete new assemblies or a retrofit that can accommodate this unit.








U.S. DOT - CROSSING INVENTORY INFORMATION


Crossing No.: 603798E Effective Begin-Date of Record:


Part I  Location and Classification of Crossing


Railroad:


Division:


Subdivision:


State:


County:


County Map Ref. No.:


City:


Highway Type & No.:


Street or Road Name:


RailRoad I.D. No.:


Nearest RR Timetable Stn:


Branch or Line Name:


Railroad Milepost:


Part II  Railroad Information


CSX Transportation [CSX ]


CHICAGO


NEW ROCK


IL


LA SALLE


MATERIAL SERVICE


BIF


OTTAWA


MAIN


0080.93


Number of Daily Train Movements:


Day Thru:


Less Than One Movement Per Day:


Total Trains: Total Switching: 0


Yes


0 0


Maximum Time Table Speed: 40Typical Speed Range Over Crossing: From to mph35 40


Type and Number of Tracks: Main: Other
:


0 0


Does Another RR Operate a Separate Track at Crossing? No


Does Another RR Operate Over Your Track at Crossing? Yes: IAIS


10/13/10


OTTAWA


AS OF 7/6/2012


Lat/Long Source:


Type and Positiion: Private At Grade


Update Reason: Changed Crossing


Initiating Agency Railroad


End-Date of Record:


Near


HSR Corridor ID:


Latitude: 41.3342670


Longitude: -88.7762370


Parent Railroad:


Crossing Owner:


ENS Sign Installed: Yes


Passenger Service:


Avg Passenger Train Count: 0


Adjacent Crossing with
Separate Number:


Private Crossing Information:


Category:


Specify Signs:Signals 2GT 1BELL 2GT 1BELL


Railroad Use:


ST/RR A ST/RR B ST/RR C ST/RR D


State Use:


Narrative:


Emergency Contact: (800)232-0144 Railroad Contact: State Contact: (217)785-2353


Specify:


CSX


Specify Signals:


Industrial


Quiet Zone: No


Public Access:







U.S. DOT - CROSSING INVENTORY INFORMATION
Crossing 603798E


Part III: Traffic Control Device Information


Type of Development: Smallest Crossing Angle:


Number of Traffic Lanes
Crossing Railroad:


Are Truck Pullout Lanes Present?


Is Highway Paved?


Pavement Markings:


Crossing Surface:


Does Track Run Down a
Street?


Nearby Intersecting
Highway?


Part IV: Physical Characteristics


Highway System:


Is Crossing on State
Highway System:


Functional Classification of
Road at Crossing:


Annual Average Daily
Traffic (AADT):


Estimated Percent Trucks:


000000


Continued Effective Begin-Date of Record: 10/13/10


End-Date of Record:


Crossbucks: Highway Stop Signs:


Other Signs:


Train Activated Devices:


Special Warning Devices Not
Train Activated:


Type of Train Detection:


Track Equipped with
Train Signals?


0 0


0


0


Specify:


Gates: 0


Mast Mounted FL: 0


Highway Traffic Signals: 0 Wigwags: 0 Bells: 0


Other Flashing Lights:


Cantilevered FL (Over): 0 Cantilevered FL (Not over): 0


0


Signs:


Advanced Warning: Hump Crossing Sign:


4 Quad or Full Barrier:


Total Number FL Pairs: 0


Specify Other Flashing Lights:


Other Train Activated
Warning Devices:


Is Commercial Power Available?


Channelization:


Traffic Light
Interconnection/Preemption:


Is it Signalized?


Is Crossing Illuminated?


Part V: Highway Information


AADT Year: 1981


Posted Highway Speed: 0


Avg. No of School Buses per Day: 0


If Other:
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the operating railroad on the industrial track that crosses the private road inside the complex.  The
URS photos show a red locomotive I assume the industry operates on its own to take the cars across
the road and set them out on the track that runs parallel to the private road.  Mark’s photos at
603799L show CSX locomotives have backed in to pick up the cars that have been set out on that
track.  I suppose CSX should technically establish an AAR/DOT# for the south private crossing, but if
their crews do not actually take the train through the crossing, I doubt CSX would want to add such
a crossing to their roles.  Nonetheless, it is positively not a crossing of a public roadway.           
 
Aaron T. Toliver, P.E.
Railroad Safety Specialist
Illinois Commerce Commission
527 East Capitol Avenue
Springfield, Illinois  62701
Phone: 217/785-8420
E-mail: atoliver@icc.illinois.gov


