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		ICC NAMES APPOINTEES TO COMMUNITY TECHNOLOGY, CONSUMER EDUCATION COMMITTEES


				





                            The Illinois Commerce Commission Wednesday approved appointments to two committees that will help guide the allocation of more than $7 million during the next three years, to enhance computer technology,  consumer education and proficiency in under-served communities throughout the state.


		As a condition of the merger of SBC and Ameritech Illinois, the companies voluntarily agreed to donate $3 million over three years to set up  a Community Technology Fund and to contribute approximately $1.4 million more over that period toward to set up and  support  a Community Computer Center.


		The Community Technology Fund will help to assure that rural and low income areas in Illinois have access to advanced telecommunications technology, such as computer equipment, software, internet access, technical support and program design.


		Appointees to the Community Technology Fund committee include Donna Ginser, American Association of Retired People; William Conrad, Illinois State Board of Education; Paul Galligos, Rural Partners; Matt Abrahamson, Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities in Illinois;  Johnnie Cole, community Workshop on Economic Development; Martin Mercado, Policy Research and Action Group;  Vincent Gilbert, Illinois Small Business Utility Advocate; Jonathan Goldman, Citizens Utility Board; Mary Reynolds, Governor’s Office, Chief Technology Officer;  Fred Miri, Ameritech; and Cindy Jackson, Illinois Commerce Commission.


		In addition, the Commission established a Consumer Education Fund Committee to administer $3 million over the next three years, for educational efforts.  Appointees to that committee include Fred Miri, Ameritech Illinois, R. Lawrence Warren, Attorney General’s Office; Jonathan Goldman, Citizens Utility Board; Marie Spicuzza, Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office, and Debi Barr-Holquist, manager of consumer services for the ICC.


		Both committees will make spending recommendations to the Commission, which must authorize program appropriations.	
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