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ICC Hosts Rail Safety Workshop in Chicago
The Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) welcomed U.S. Senator Richard Durbin and speakers from local law enforcement agencies and rail safety education groups to share tips and strategies to reach people and educate them about how to be safe at highway rail crossings.
Today’s meeting, held in Chicago, focused on education and enforcement initiatives designed to reduce rail grade violations and ultimately save lives.

ICC Chairman Charles Box opened the program,  noting the “Commission has long been a leader in the implementation of engineering treatments to improve safety and highway-rail crossings. The Grade Crossing Protection Fund, established in 1955, has paid for improvements at thousands of highway-rail crossings in Illinois.”
Box also emphasized the importance of the Public Information and Enforcement Research Study (PEERS) program created and supported by Durbin.
“In 2000, we sat down with community leaders to discuss ways to improve railroad safety in Illinois,” said Durbin. “An outcome of that meeting was the commitment of the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the ICC to work together to evaluate the ability of low-cost education and enforcement programs to improve safety.”
“Since the inception of PEERS in 2001, the ICC has received approximately $1.4 million from the FRA, as well as providing over $600,000 in matching funds,” added ICC Commissioner Erin O’Connell-Diaz.
An early finding of the PEERS program showed a reduction in the riskiest grade crossing violations of more than 71 percent in Arlington Heights.
The PEERS funding also allowed 60 individuals to be trained as Operation Lifesaver presenters. Grantees have made 1,559 Operation Lifesaver presentations that reached a total audience of nearly 100,000 people.

Additionally, two additional speakers, Dr. Lanny Wilson of the DuPage Rail Safety Council and Dr. Barry Kaufman, host of WBBM-AM 780’s  “The Healthy Minute,” are two physicians who bring very unique insights into the challenges of educating the public about rail safety issues.
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