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ICC approves $3.9 million railroad project in Alton
The Illinois Commerce Commission has approved plans for a major public safety improvement project in Alton involving construction of the new north-south Cpl. Chris Belchik Memorial Expressway (formerly known as Indiana Avenue). 

The project will include, among other things: widening the existing Union Pacific Railroad highway-rail grade crossing of the Expressway located just south of East Broadway Street at the north end of the project; installing traffic signals at the traffic intersection of the Expressway and East  Broadway (including traffic “pre-signals” mounted on a traffic signal mast arm); installing new crossing warning devices (automatic flashing light signals and gates) at the railroad crossing; and interconnecting the proposed traffic signals to the highway-rail grade crossing warning devices to include 25 seconds of minimum simultaneous preemption time.

Of the $3,853,999 estimated project costs, the City will pay 100 percent ($3,347,568) of the cost to widen and reconstruct the existing Cpl. Chris Belchik Memorial Expressway crossing surface. 

The cost to install new automatic warning devices is estimated at $506,431.  Assistance from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) will be used to pay ninety-five percent ($481,109) of the installation costs.  Union Pacific will pay all remaining installation costs ($25,322), as well as all future operating and maintenance costs for the warning system. 

Finally, upon completion of the project within 18 months, a separate highway-rail grade crossing located at Illinois Avenue will be closed, with Union Pacific paying all costs associated with that closure.  
ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects.
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