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ICC approves major highway-rail safety project in Bloomington
In response to a request from the City of Bloomington, the Illinois Commerce Commission has approved plans for a public safety improvement project to widen the Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive/Norfolk Southern Railway crossing, upgrade the railroad crossing warning devices, modify the circuitry, install sidewalks and interconnect the crossing devices with proposed traffic lights at the intersection of White Oak Rd. and Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive.

The total estimated cost of the project is $1,108,187.  
The Grade Crossing Protection Fund (GCPF) will be used to pay 95 percent, or $223,490 toward the cost of the upgraded crossing warning devices, modified circuitry and interconnection.  The City will pay the remaining 5 percent, or $11,763 of these costs.
The intersection and traffic light improvement costs ($787,634) will be paid by the City from local and federal funding sources.
The reconstruction costs for the widened crossing surface, which provides for the new sidewalk  will be born by the City ($35,300) and Norfolk Southern ($50,000).
The project is expected to be completed by September, 2009.  
ABOUT THE GRADE CROSSING PROTECTION FUND (GCPF)

Project selection and management of GCPF highway-rail safety projects include safety improvements such as the installation of new warning systems, highway approach improvements and the construction/reconstruction of grade separation structures. The Commission administers the GCPF, which is funded by motor fuel tax money designated for rail safety improvements. The General Assembly appropriates $27 million annually for GCPF projects.
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