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July 11, 2014
SENT VIA EMAIL

Mr. Darin Burk

Manager, Gas Pipeline Safety
lllinois Commerce Commission
527 E. Capitol Avenue
Springfield, lllinois 62701

Dear Darin:

This letter is in response to the Notice of Probable Violations (NOPV 2014-VV001-00036,
2014-V002-00036, and 2014-V003-00036) issued on June 11, 2014, following an ICC record
and field audit (Inspection # 2014-P-00244) conducted on May 6 — 8, 2014 at the Ameren
lllinois (AIC) Kewanee Operating Center.

During the audit, Staff reviewed compliance records for the Kewanee Operating Center
including records for the odorant injection rates for odorizers in this location. Staff observed
that the November 2013 records for the Ophiem odorizer indicated the odorant usage was
0.46 Lbs/MMCF for the month, for the Manlius odorizer that the usage was 0.31 Lbs/MMCF
for the month, and for the Wyanet odorizer that the usage was 0.46 Lbs/MMCF for the
month. Staff noted in the NOPV that these odorant usage rates were well below the 0.65
Lbs/MMCF as stipulated in the AIC Operations & Maintenance Plan (O&M Plan) and that the
comments noted for each location indicated a cause of “grain dryer load”. Staff also noted
that AIC must take corrective action to assure that adequate odor concentration levels are
maintained at all times and within the parameters as specified in the AIC O&M Plan.

Staff has requested that AIC submit evidence refuting the probable violation referenced in the
NOPV or submit a written plan of action outlining actions to be taken to correct the violation,
including a schedule and the date when compliance is anticipated, and the steps that AIC
has taken or expects to take to prevent a recurrence of this situation.

AIC currently maintains 185 odorizer units throughout lllinois. Of these odorizers, 27 are Drip
odorizers such as the units in Ophiem, Manlius, and Wyanet which introduce a constant
amount of odorant into the gas stream based on estimated usage. These units require
manual adjustments to the odorizer to meet the injection rate criteria. While commonly used
in the industry, AIC has retired Drip odorizer units over the past several years and will
continue to replace these units with automated odorizers which allow the amount of odorant
injected into the gas stream to vary with the gas flow through the system.
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The monthly odorization rates are obtained by comparing the amount of odorant that was
injected into the gas system against the volume of gas that entered the system in this
timeframe. If the odorization rate is found to be outside of the acceptable range, the AIC
O&M Plan states that the odorizer should be checked, corrective action taken, and remarks
entered into the Gas Compliance System. There are certain factors that impact the accuracy
of these mechanical style odorizers. High temperatures and direct sunlight contacting the
odorant tank will cause the odorant in the tank to expand which can impact the accuracy of
the odorant usage calculation. The odorant rate needle valves on drip style odorizers are set
to a constant position based on the expected flow conditions of the gas system. Sporadic
changes in customer usage, such as when grain drying begins or ends, may require
additional adjustments to the odorant rate needle valve to reach the target odorization rate.

Gas Field Personnel, as required by Pipeline Safety Regulations in 49 CFR 192, perform
odorant intensity testing in the system downstream from the odorizer to assure that odorant
is readily detectable in the gas system. If odorant intensity readings are found to be out of the
acceptable range, the system is promptly investigated and daily odorant intensity readings
are performed until the levels are at an acceptable level.

Since the date of the audit in Kewanee, AIC communicated on May 13, 2014 with all of the
Gas Technicians who maintain odorizers, reiterating the requirement to provide detailed
comments of additional actions taken when odorization rates are found to be outside of the
acceptable range. AIC is also reviewing the odorization history of each mechanical style
odorizer to determine if and when more frequent odorizer site visits are warranted.

In addition, AIC plans to incorporate newer technology with the use of the OdorHandy
instrument to be used monthly during inspection and during troubleshooting to quantify
odorant concentration in the gas stream at the odorizer location. Revisions to the O&M Plan
will be made by January 1, 2015 to reflect the usage of this instrument. AIC will also conduct
refresher training with Gas Technicians on the requirements for odorization maintenance,
and the expectations for comments to document corrective actions taken. This training will be
completed in the third quarter of 2014. To provide additional monitoring of the corrective
actions taken on odorizers, AIC will generate a monthly report of the documentation of
corrective actions for review by Gas Technical Services Supervisors.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

A

€

John W. Bozarth
Manager, Gas Compliance & Training




CC:

RDPate
SAGlaeser
SRColyer
JKVoiles
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