Billing Work Group Conference Call

Wednesday, April 9, 2008
The discussion focused on a rate ready vs. a bill ready model.   The majority of participants agreed that the rate ready model provided for the fastest and easiest form of implementation but that ultimately a bill ready model would be preferable down the road.  As such, participants were generally agreeable to moving forward with a rate ready model as an initial phase but wanted a bill ready model to be the end goal at a later phase.
The second discussion point focused on tying UCB (utility consolidated billing) to POR (purchase of receivables).  There were more comments in favor of tying UCB to POR with the thought that this combination would make it easier to get to market quicker and allow some RES’ to solicit larger customer bases.  Some RES’ indicated that the decision to combine UCB with POR was dependent upon the discount rate.  Some RES’ indicated a preference for the option of having both a UCB and POR stand alone model and a combination model.
The final topic of discussion centered on rate ready specifics including some of the following topics which will be further discussed at the upcoming workshop:
Things we can borrow from other states
Rate Code methodology
NAESB standards related to rate ready
Pro-ration
Rate ready should only include commodity charges
Billing presentation/messaging/inserts
 
