
POWER LINE SAFETY

UNDERGROUND FACILITIESCALL BEFORE YOU DIG
Before you excavate or drive equipment into  
the ground, by Illinois law you must call the  
Illinois One-Call System at least two business days 
(excludes weekends and holidays) before you start 
working. The system will then notify ComEd and 
other utilities of  your project and give each  
an opportunity to locate their facilities for you.

You must call 811 before you begin any  
digging project.

For more information, visit www.call811.com

DON’T RISK YOUR LIFE OR  
SOMEONE ELSE’S.
 
Call the Illinois One-Call System at least two  
business days (excludes weekends and holidays) 
before you move earth in any way. The system will 
notify ComEd to mark underground electric lines 
and other utility companies to mark their utilities.

If  you don’t call and you hit an underground line,  
you could be hurt or killed. You also may be held 
liable for damages.

White-line your excavation route so locators can 
easily mark the affected utilities.

Wait the required time before digging.

Leave a “tolerance zone” of  at least 18 inches 
on both sides of  the utility line. Local laws may 
require wider clearance. Respect the marks, and 
dig with care.

Hitting an electric line has serious consequences.
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IF YOUR EQUIPMENT  
CONTACTS A POWER LINE

DON’T RISK IT!
USE A SPOTTER

BEWARE OF OVERHEAD  
POWER LINES

STAY ON EQUIPMENT. WARN  
OTHERS.

Move the equipment away from the line, if  you 
can do so safely. 

Warn others to stay away. Anyone on the ground 
who approaches or touches the equipment may be 
injured or killed. 

Stay on the equipment until utility workers say it’s 
safe to get off. 

If  fire or other danger forces you off, jump clear 
of  the equipment, and avoid touching the ground 
and the equipment at the same time. Shuffle or 
hop away.

If  you contact a power line, call 911 as  
needed, and contact ComEd immediately at 
1-800-334-7661.

WORK WITH A DESIGNATED SPOTTER.

No equipment operator working alone can safely 
judge the distance from the equipment to overhead 
power lines. Work with a spotter whose only  
responsibility is to keep you and your equipment  
a safe distance from overhead lines and other hazards.

When a crane or other equipment hits an overhead  
power line, workers on the ground guiding the 
load are in the most danger. Electricity can travel 
through the tag line and through you. 

Don’t risk injury or death by trying to guide a load 
and spot at the same time. Rely on a designated 
spotter to help keep you clear of  power lines.

KEEP WORKERS AND EQUIPMENT
THE REQUIRED DISTANCE AWAY.
 
Survey your jobsite every day to find overhead 
power lines, poles and guy wires.

Assume all overhead lines are energized,  
including the service drops that run from utility 
poles to buildings.

Point out power lines at your work briefings.

Clearly mark boundaries to keep workers and  
equipment a safe distance from overhead lines.

Clearly mark boundaries to maintain clearance  
requirements in accordance with OSHA regulations.

When working with ladders or long tools, keep  
yourself  and your equipment at least 10 feet away 
from overhead power lines carrying up to 50 kV.

When cranes or derricks are used in construction, 
OSHA requires the operator of  such equipment to 
maintain 20 feet of  clearance from lines up to 350 
kV and 50 feet of  clearance from lines between 
350 kV and 1000 kV, until the operator has taken 
specific safety measures.

As voltage increases, clearance distances also increase. 
Consult the OSHA regulations at www.osha.gov 
for specific safety clearance requirements. If  you 
must work closer than OSHA permits, contact 
ComEd at 1-800-334-7661 well in advance.
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