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STATE OF ILLINOIS

COMMERCE COMMISSION

PUBLIC UTILITIES

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 25, 2009

BENCH MEETING

Pursuant to Section 2.02 of the Open Meetings Act, a Bench Meeting of the Commerce Commission was convened by Chairman Box at 10:31 a.m. on February 25, 2009 in the Springfield Office of the Commission.  Present in Springfield were:  Commissioners Elliott, Ford and Chairman Box.  Present in Chicago via video teleconference were Commissioners Lieberman and O’Connell-Diaz.
	Approval of Minutes

	The following minutes were considered:



	
	
	February 3, 2009 Regular Open Meeting

	
	
	February 10, 2009 Pre-Bench Meeting

	
	
	February 11, 2009 Bench Meeting



	Commissioner Lieberman made a Motion to Adopt the Minutes.  Commissioner O’Connell-Diaz seconded the Motion.  All present voted aye on the Motion.


	Public Comments

	

	Electric

	

	E-1
	09-0109
09-0110
09-0111
09-0112
09-0113
09-0114
09-0115
	Illinois Commerce Commission 

    On Its Own Motion 

        vs. 

Central Illinois Light Company, 

  d/b/a AmerenCILCO 

Central Illinois Public Service Company, 

  d/b/a Ameren CIPS 

Commonwealth Edison Company 

Illinois Power Company, 

  d/b/a AmerenIP 

Northern Illinois Gas Company, 

  d/b/a Nicor Gas Company 

North Shore Gas Company 

Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company

Reconciliation of revenues collected under coal tar riders with prudent costs associated with coal tar cleanup expenditures.



	Commissioner Elliott made a Motion to Enter the Orders Commencing Reconciliation Proceedings.  Commissioner Lieberman seconded the Motion.  All present voted aye on the Motion.


	E-2
	06-0706
	Illinois Power Company d/b/a AmerenIP and Ameren Illinois Transmission Company

Petition for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity, pursuant to Section 8-406 of the Illinois Public Utilities Act, to construct, operate and maintain new 138,000 volt electric lines in LaSalle County, Illinois.



	Topics of discussion included:  ALJ Albers stated that AmerenIP seeks to build two 138 kV transmission lines in LaSalle County; these transmission lines are necessary to provide efficient service to customers; one line will run from LaSalle to Wedron and the other will run from Ottawa to Wedron; the Ottawa-Wedron line was heavily contested throughout the evidentiary hearings; AmerenIP and other parties worked together to address the issues; they then entered into a stipulation accepting the property owners’ route for the Ottawa-Wedron line; no one objected to the stipulation; the Commission expressed concerns whether or not these are the least cost routes; ALJ Albers stated if the Commission is not comfortable with the Order, they could enter an interim Order adopting the LaSalle-Wedron route, then revisit the Ottawa-Wedron route. 
This item will be considered at a future meeting.

This item was HELD – No Action Taken 


	E-3
	08-0179
	Level Field and The Philanthropy Group 

     -vs- 

Commonwealth Edison Company

Complaint as to billing/charges in Chicago, Illinois.



	This item will be considered at a future meeting.

This item was HELD – No Action Taken 


	E-4
	08-0319
	Valerie Pahrue 

  -vs- 

Commonwealth Edison Company

Complaint as to billing and/or charges.



	This item will be considered at a future meeting.

This item was HELD – No Action Taken 



	E-5
	08-0410
	Arun Kumar Bhattacharya 

     -vs- 

Commonwealth Edison Company

Complaint as to billing/charges in Chicago, Illinois.



	All present voted aye on the Order Denying Complaint


	E-6
	09-0007
	Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative and Central Illinois Public Service Company d/b/a AmerenCIPS

Joint Petition for Approval of Request to Serve Illinois Central Railroad Signals pursuant to Section 4 of the Service Area Agreement dated April 12, 1972, between Eastern Illini Electric Cooperative and Central Illinois Public Service Company d/b/a AmerenCIPS.

	All present voted aye on the Order Granting Petition


	E-7
	09-0037
	Central Illinois Light Company d/b/a AmerenCILCO; Central Illinois Public Service Company d/b/a AmerenCIPS and Illinois Power Company d/b/a AmerenIP

Petition for Confidential Treatment of a contract pertaining to independent evaluator services filed pursuant to Docket No. 07-0539 - Approval of energy Efficiency and Demand Response Program - Order on Rehearing.

	

	E-8
	09-0046
	Central Illinois Light Company d/b/a AmerenCILCO; Central Illinois Public Service Company d/b/a AmerenCIPS and Illinois Power Company d/b/a AmerenIP

Petition for Confidential Treatment of a contract pertaining to independent evaluator services filed pursuant to Docket No. 07-0539 - Approval of energy Efficiency and Demand Response Program - Order on Rehearing.



	Items E-7 and E-8 were considered together.
Topics of discussion included: Commissioner Lieberman expressed concerns regarding confidential treatment of these contracts; ALJ Albers stated Ameren explained their

concerns that public disclosure of the current contracts' rates for this type of evaluation work would lead to potential viewing of such rates as a price floor for future bidders; Commissioner O’Connell-Diaz also pointed out that this could be detrimental to ratepayers; therefore, it is prudent that this information be kept confidential; it is always incumbent on the Company to demonstrate and explain their rationale for confidential treatment to the ALJ; this issue is best dealt with on a case-by-case basis; the Commission always has the option to disagree with the ALJ; ALJ Albers has issued a Ruling directing Ameren to file a public version and explain the basis for requesting confidentiality; Ameren provided both public and confidential versions and explained their rationale for proprietary treatment; Chief ALJ Wallace noted that, based on recent Commission discussions, the ALJs are sending out Rulings asking petitioners to better justify their requests for confidential treatment. 
All present voted aye on the Orders Granting Petitions


	Gas

	

	G-1
	06-0742
	Illinois Commerce Commission 

   On Its Own Motion 

       -vs- 

Central Illinois Light Company d/b/a AmerenCILCO

Reconciliation of revenues collected under gas adjustment charges with actual costs prudently incurred.



	All present voted aye on the Order Approving Reconciliation


	G-2
	07-0116
	Illinois Commerce Commission 

  On Its Own Motion 

      -vs- 

North Shore Gas Company

Reconciliation of revenues collected under Coal Tar riders with prudent costs associated with coal tar clean up expenditures.



	All present voted aye on the Order Approving Reconciliation


	G-3
	07-0117
	Illinois Commerce Commission 

  On Its Own Motion 

      -vs- 

Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company

Reconciliation of revenues collected under Coal Tar riders with prudent costs associated with coal tar clean up expenditures.



	All present voted aye on the Order Approving Reconciliation


	G-4
	08-0512
	David Stinson 

      -vs- 

Northern Illinois Gas Company d/b/a Nicor Gas Company

Complaint as to billing/charges in Maywood, Illinois.



	All present voted aye on the Order Denying Complaint


	Telecommunications

	

	
"Do Not Investigate" Tariff Recommendations

	

	T-1
	TRM #227
	Illinois Bell Telephone Company

Filing to modify the application of nonrecurring charges when customers establish new Custom Bizsaver Service.



	All present voted aye to Not Investigate the Filing


	T-2
	TRM #523
	Illinois Bell Telephone Company

Filing to add text clarifying the application of Centrex Intra-Service Area 105 mileage charges.



	All present voted aye to Not Investigate the Filing


	T-3
	TRM #608
	Illinois Bell Telephone Company

Filing to modify Business Local Calling Assurance eligibility to include three and four line customers.



	All present voted aye to Not Investigate the Filing


	T-4
	TRM #642
	Illinois Bell Telephone Company

Filing to increase business retail Band A subsequent period local usage rates, including operator assisted usage.



	All present voted aye to Not Investigate the Filing


	
"Do Not Suspend" Tariff Recommendations

	

	
Investigate Tariff Recommendations

	

	
Suspend Orders/Resuspension Orders

	

	
Certificate Cases

	

	T-5
	08-0646
	Intelletrace, Inc.

Application for a certificate of local and interexchange authority to operate as a reseller of telecommunications services in Chicago, Oak Lawn and Downers Grove in the State of Illinois.



	All present voted aye on the Order Granting Certificate


	T-6
	08-0688
	Viscom International, Inc.

Application for a certificate of interexchange authority to operate as a reseller of telecommunications services in the State of Illinois.



	All present voted aye on the Order Granting Certificate


	
Surrender of Certificates

	

	
Complaint Cases

	

	
9-1-1 Cases

	

	
Other

	

	T-7
	08-0483
	Illinois Commerce Commission 

  On Its Own Motion

Amendment of 83 Ill. Adm. Code 711.



	All present voted aye on the Order Authorizing Second Notice Period


	T-8
	09-0014
	Hamilton County Long Distance, Incorporated

Petition for Emergency Relief to Protect Petitioner's 2008 Annual Report from disclosure for not less than five years in order to protect highly proprietary information.



	All present voted aye on the Order Granting Petition


	T-9
	09-0015
	LaHarpe Networks Company, Inc.

Petition for Emergency Relief to Protect Petitioner's 2008 Annual Report from disclosure for not less than five years in order to protect highly proprietary information.



	All present voted aye on the Order Granting Petition


	T-10
	09-0016
	Madison Network Systems, Inc.

Petition for Emergency Relief to Protect Petitioner's 2008 Annual Report from disclosure for not less than five years in order to protect highly proprietary information.



	All present voted aye on the Order Granting Petition


	T-11
	09-0017
	MTC Communications, Inc.

Petition for Emergency Relief to Protect Petitioner's 2008 Annual Report from disclosure for not less than five years in order to protect highly proprietary information.



	All present voted aye on the Order Granting Petition


	
Section 252

	

	T-12
	08-0669
	Illinois Bell Telephone Company and Denali Spectrum Operations, LLC d/b/a Cricket

Joint Petition for Approval 1st Amendment to the Interconnection Agreement dated December 3, 2008, pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 252.



	All present voted aye on the Order Approving Amendment to Agreement


	T-13
	09-0029
	Illinois Bell Telephone Company and Everycall Communications, Inc. d/b/a All American Home Phone d/b/a Local USA

Joint Petition for Approval of Negotiated Interconnection Agreement dated December 31, 2008, pursuant to 47 U.S.C. Section 252.



	All present voted aye on the Order Approving Agreement


	Water and Sewer

	

	W-1
	08-0219
	Illinois-American Water Company

Petition for Initiation of Reconciliation Hearing.



	All present voted aye on the Order Approving Reconciliation


	Miscellaneous

	

	Petitions for Rehearing

	

	Scheduling of Meetings and Other Business

	


The meeting was adjourned.

