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    ICC Grants Enbridge Application To Construct Pipeline


    Denies Eminent Domain Authority At This Time

The Illinois Commerce Commission Wednesday approved Enbridge Pipeline’s application to construct and operate a 170-mile long petroleum pipeline from its terminal in Pontiac to a pipeline hub near Patoka in Marion County.


The Commission denied Enbridge Pipeline’s request for eminent domain authority, determining that authorization of eminent domain is premature and the company should continue in its efforts to negotiate with landowners for necessary parcels of property.  In the event that negotiations with landowners fail, the Commission stated in its order, Enbridge may file a new petition seeking eminent domain authority in the future and demonstrating that it has made reasonable attempts to obtain easements, through good-faith negotiations, with regard to the properties for which it is seeking eminent domain.


The Enbridge extension project includes an underground pipeline approximately 170-miles long to be located within a 60-foot wide permanent easement pipeline right-of-way running from the Flanagan terminal through parts of Livingston, McLean, DeWitt, Macon, Shelby, Christian, Fayette, and Marion counties to the Enbridge facilities near Patoka, Illinois. Much of the right-of-way will be either adjacent to or collocated with existing rights-of-way or will be partially within an existing right-of-way of the former Central Illinois Pipeline Company, with which Enbridge Illinois merged in 2006. During construction, an additional 60-foot temporary workspace easement may be needed along the permanent easement area (extra temporary workspace may be required in some locations, such as road, wetland, and water crossings).


In its decision, the Commission also imposed several conditions on Enbridge requiring fulfillment of financial commitments from its parent company, and cooperation with various units of local government in resolving pipeline placement concerns.  
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