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Public Notice of Informal Hearing (Request for Comments)

Concerning the Spring 2009 Electric Procurement Events
Which Were Held On Behalf of Commonwealth Edison Company and the

Ameren Illinois Utilities (Ameren-CILCO, Ameren-CIPS, and Ameren-IP)
DUE DATES

Initial Comments:   June 1, 2009

Reply Comments:  June 18, 2009

In fulfillment of its duties pursuant to Section 16-111.5(o) of the Illinois Public Utilities Act (“Act”), the Illinois Commerce Commission (“Commission” or “ICC”) hereby provides this Public Notice of Informal Hearing (Request for Comments) Concerning the Spring 2009 Electric Procurement Events Which Were Held On Behalf of Commonwealth Edison Company and the Ameren Illinois Utilities (Ameren-CILCO, Ameren-CIPS, and Ameren-IP).
Background:


Section 16-111.5 of the Act includes various “Provisions relating to procurement.”  Among other things, the Act requires the Illinois Power Agency (“IPA”) to file procurement plans for certain electric utility companies.  The utility companies presently affected by Section 16-111.5 are Central Illinois Light Company (d/b/a AmerenCILCO), Central Illinois Public Service Company (d/b/a AmerenCIPS), and Illinois Power Company (d/b/a AmerenIP) (collectively, the “Ameren Illinois Utilities”), as well as Commonwealth Edison Company (“ComEd”).  


On October 21, 2008, the IPA filed its Procurement Plan with the Commission in Docket 08-0519.  The plan contemplated issuing a set of spring 2009 requests for proposal (“RFPs”) that would acquire electric energy, capacity, and renewable energy to meet the utilities’ requirements for the imminent June 2009 through May 2010 plan year (and to meet a portion of their requirements for two subsequent plan years).  On January 7, 2009, the Commission issued an Order approving the IPA’s plan. 
 


To implement the procurement plan, the IPA hired two procurement administrators:  NERA Economic Consulting (“NERA”) and Levitan & Associates, Inc. (“Levitan”).  On behalf of ComEd, NERA would issue two RFPs:  one for energy forward contracts and the other for renewable energy credits (“RECs”).  On behalf of Ameren Illinois Utilities, Levitan would issue three RFPs:  one for capacity contracts, one for energy swap contracts, and one for RECs.  To date, bids have been received and the Commission has approved the results of four of the five RFPs listed above.  Bids for RECs to be purchased by the Ameren Illinois Utilities are due on May 18, 2009.  

Details on the five RFPs, such as bidding rules, contracts, and a detailed calendar of events, can be found at the procurement administrators’ web sites:

For the Ameren Illinois Utilities RFPs managed by Levitan:
http://www.levitan.com/AIURFP/
For the ComEd RFPs managed by NERA:

http://www.comed-energyrfp.com/

The results of the spring 2009 procurement RFPs are being posted to the ICC’s web site at this address:  
http://www.icc.illinois.gov/electricity/procurementprocess2009.aspx

While the management of these RFPs has been performed by the approved procurement administrators, the process is also being supervised by a Commission-hired procurement monitor, Boston Pacific Company, Inc.  In addition, certain aspects of the process--such as the development of standard contract forms and price benchmarks--has also been subject to input from the IPA and the Commission Staff, as required by the Act.
Purpose of this Notice of Informal Hearing (Request for Comments):

Section 16-111.5(o) of the Act states, 
On or before June 1 of each year, the Commission shall hold an informal hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on the prior year's procurement process and any recommendations for change.

In fulfillment of this requirement, the Commission shall hear from all interested parties their comments relating to the above-described procurement process and its five procurement events.

How to Submit Comments:


On June 1, 2009, initial comments shall be due.  Reply comments shall be due on June 18, 2009.  It is requested that all comments be provided in written form, within Microsoft Word or compatible files and/or Adobe Acrobat PDF or compatible files.  There are no limitations on the length of comments.  The email should be addressed to:

rzuraski@icc.illinois.gov
Posting of Comments:


All comments received shall be posted on the ICC website at the following location:
http://www.icc.illinois.gov/electricity/procurementprocess2009.aspx
� The Order can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/reports/browse/document_view.asp?id=9040&no=08-0519&did=132432" �http://www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/reports/browse/document_view.asp?id=9040&no=08-0519&did=132432�.  All other documents in the record of Docket 08-0519 are listed on the ICC’s eDocket system, here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/reports/browse/docs.asp?id=9040&no=08-0519" �http://www.icc.illinois.gov/e-docket/reports/browse/docs.asp?id=9040&no=08-0519�.  
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