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July 3, 2007                                                                                                      Beth Bosch

   ICC TO HOST PUBLIC FORUM ON LASALLE COUNTY POWER LINE

The Illinois Commerce Commission will conduct a public forum Thursday, July 12 in Utica to take public comment on plans by AmerenIP and Ameren Illinois Transmission Company to construct 138 kV lines in LaSalle County.
The forum will begin 6 p.m. in the Waltham Elementary School North gym, 946 N. 33rd Rd., Utica.  The first part of the hearing, from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. will be dedicated to discussion of the Ottawa to Wedron portion of the route.  At 7:30 p.m. comments on the part of the route proposed for the area around Interstate 80 and Route 23 North of Ottawa will be heard.
 Oral and written comments will be accepted and a stenographic record will be made for  commissioners’ consideration.
AmerenIP and the Ameren Illinois Transmission Company filed a petition with the ICC in November, 2006 seeking a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to construct, operate and maintain high voltage lines in LaSalle County to better serve the electrical needs of a rapidly developing area.  Specifically, the lines will include two segments of 138 kV line in the LaSalle service area, with the first portion extending from the North LaSalle and Ottawa substations to the new Wedron Fox River substation, approximately 24 miles in length; the second segment, between AmerenIP’s Ottawa Substation and the Wedron Fox River substation about 9 miles in length.
	The project, if approved, should be completed by the summer of 2008. 
  	The case, Docket 06-0706, is available on the ICC’s e-docket system, accessible through the website at www.icc.illinois.gov.
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