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November 17, 2008

Richard Zuraski

Senior Economist

Energy Division - Policy Section

Illinois Commerce Commission

527 East Capitol Ave

Springfield, IL 62701

Dear Mr. Zuraski,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment, in response to the questions you posed at the Staff-led Workshops. 

The purposes of the workshops as stated in the Commission’s final order for Dockets 07-0539 and 07-0540 were as follows: 

“The Commission directed Staff to conduct workshops on various issues related to energy efficiency and demand management programs, “including but not limited to standards regarding the accounting of the funds collected, the appropriate measure savings values, net to gross ratios, financial compliance, program information tracking and reporting, and related issues.”  The Commission also stated that “The outcome of these workshops shall be in the form of a Staff report, setting forth Staff’s recommendations regarding what rules need to be developed.”  

Workshop scope: Establishing a monitoring/verification framework to assess and report impacts of energy efficiency programs/resources and performance of program administrators consistent with Illinois statutes, and assessing benefits and costs of energy efficiency programs”

At the conclusion of the workshop you posed the following questions, “Do you think we need a rule making at this time?”, “If so, what topics should be addressed in the rulemaking?”, and “Why?”.

In response, Ameren Illinois Utilities do not believe a rule-making is desirable. It is our opinion that the Stakeholder’s Advisory Group has provided a meaningful forum to address Illinois program issues in a timely and cooperative manner. We envision the pursuit and implementation of energy efficiency and demand response programs as a fluid process, driven by changing technologies and consumer needs. A prescriptive rule may hamper the development of such programs. Therefore, we intend to continue working in collaboration with the Stakeholder’s Advisory Group and the Illinois Commerce Commission Staff to address issues referenced above.

We look forward to the advisory group addressing future issues in a collaborative manner with the results of the group’s activities, recommendations, and/or observations communicated to the Commission and Staff in an annual report as prescribed in the final orders of the Dockets referenced above. 

You also requested general feedback about the workshop which I am offering in the remaining comments.

The workshops created a meaningful forum which allowed all participants to gain a better understanding of the issues cited above and approaches that are being used in other markets. We believe these workshops also contributed to the current stakeholder advisory process that seeks to build understanding and consensus associated with program management, verification of savings, and reporting of results. 

In addition, the workshop topics were also complimentary to many of the issues already identified by the advisory group. Therefore we appreciate the opportunity the workshop provided to frame some of the current program concerns, including:

· Using prospective evaluation approaches, assumptions and/or methods for determining the utilities’ achievement of savings goals. 
· Budget and savings goal constraints across each program year as compared with goals and budgets associated with the 3-year plan 

· Content, scope, format and timing of the annual effectiveness report 
· Challenges, costs and value associated with determination of free-riders and spill-over values 
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment on the success of the workshops.

Sincerely,
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Keith Martin

Manager, Customer Service and Energy Efficiency

AMEREN ILLINOIS UTILITIES
cc: Jackie Voiles
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