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ICC APPROVES COMMUNITY ENERGY COOPERATIVE
AS REAL-TIME PRICING PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR


The Illinois Commerce Commission has approved Ameren’s proposal to hire the Community Energy Cooperative to implement the company’s residential real-time pricing program.


The CEC will provide customer outreach, enrollment and education of the real-time pricing program to customers of Ameren CILCO, Ameren IP and AmerenCIPS.
Under real-time pricing, customers pay rates that are based on the hourly price of electricity in the wholesale market, rather than the customary flat electricity rate.  

Participating customers will have access to information about the expected level of the next day’s hourly electricity prices.  Customers may benefit if they are able to shift or reduce electricity usage based on the pricing information.  For example, if rates for electricity use are lowest after 9 p.m. in the evening, a customer could choose to operate a dishwasher or washing machine during that time, realizing a savings in energy pricing.  

The budget for the real-time pricing program will be approximately $2.0 million.  Ameren’s contract with the CEC will continue through the end of the year 2010.

Ameren customers who want additional information about the real-time pricing program may contact their utility or the Community Energy Cooperative at 773-269-4037 or email, info@energycooperative.org
