POST 2006 INITIATIVE

PROGRESS REPORT


WORKING GROUP:   Energy Assistance

DATE:  8/27/04
LOCATION:  ICC Chicago
I
ATTENDEES:


Representatives of ICC, IEA, Ameren, Commonwealth Edison, Nicor, Peoples, MidAmerican Energy, Mt. Carmel, IL Public Aid (DPA), IL Natural Resources (DNR), IL Lt. Governor, IL Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO), Cook County States Attorney, IL Municipal Electric Agency (IMEA), IL Industrial Electric Consumers (IIEC), Giordano/Trizec et al, IL Community Action Assn, Community Energy Cooperative, Low Income Advocacy Project & Spire Solar attended, twenty-eight in person and five by phone hookup to ICC’s Springfield office.   A complete log is available from Conveners if desired.
II a
ISSUES DISCUSSED FROM FINAL ISSUES LIST


Draft language submitted by various participants for the EAWG final report were discussed:

Issue 90 – “How should state energy assistance programs be provided for low-income customers who cannot afford to pay just and reasonable rates?”  
· Eligible participants – 
· Consensus was reached previously and still exists that the current definition of 150% of federal poverty level should remain.

· Priority period for applications – 
· Current practice allows seniors, disabled and those currently disconnected to apply before the general application period.  There was consensus that this was a positive concept and that a recommendation should be sent to the IL DPA for consideration by the PAC to expand to include those that might be defined as the “poorest of the poor”.

· Percentage of Income Plan –
· One Consensus item was reached re further discussion of a PIPP program design and other alternatives being explored in various policy making venues.  Two statements of position will be drafted by Eric Hudson and Gerry Fox.
· Two minority positions of Low Income Utility Advocacy Project (LIUAP)will be included.
· Year Round Program – 

· One minority position of LIUAP will be included.
· Energy Efficiency Education program –
· One Consensus Item was reached supporting this IDPA pilot.  Anthony Star will submit the draft language.
· Disconnect/Reconnect cycle change – 
· One Consensus item was reached finding this cycle to not be in the best interest of utilities and their customers.
· At least one Statement of Position in more detail will be submitted (LIUAP)

· Municipal Utility/Cooperative participation in LIHEAP –
· Split positions will be presented – one as included in the draft supporting voluntary election, the other submitted by John Colgan urging changes.
· Administrative improvements to LIHEAP Program –
· One Consensus item of general support to IDPA improvements was reached.  Anthony Star to draft language.
· Need for 83 IL Admin Code Part 280 modifications or legislative action –
· Several minority positions will be submitted by LIUAP.

Issue 91 – “Is the current surcharge level adequate for energy assistance?”
· Energy Assistance account Charge – 

· Consensus to continue at least at existing current levels.

· Two minority positions to be submitted by LIUAP
· Renewable Energy/Coal Technology account Charge –
· Consensus to continue at least at existing current levels, Susan Hedman to submit language

· Minority report re increased funding to be submitted by Mark Burger
II b
OTHER ISSUES DISCUSSED
· Anti-trust guidelines in effect for the meeting were referenced.

· Reviewed Progress Report from August 20 
· Process issues – discussion of consensus items, majority/minority items and split positions

III
PRESENTERS –  
IV
PRESENTATION SUMMARIES – 
V
CONCLUSIONS REACHED – Detailed in Final Issues List
VI
COMMENTS – None
VII
TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING  - Final report drafting will conclude by email with Stakeholder Leads for each entity.

VIII
TIME AND LOCATION OF NEXT MEETING


None scheduled unless needed to finalize report






Jim Monk/Jon Carls, Co-Conveners
