Energy Assistance Working Group

Issues Discussion Outline

I. LIHEAP Program Design Issues

A. Option to keep program “as is” in terms of design

B. Option to make structural changes

1. Definition of eligible participants – see 6/11 Progress report

2. Targeting

a. Priority periods

b. Targeting the “poorest of the poor”

3. Percentage-of-Income Plan

a. With DVP

b. Heating only

c. Year-round program

d. Cost containment

e. Funding a PIP

f. Energy Efficiency Curriculum Component

                                4.   Disconnection/Reconnection Cycle issues

5. Municipal and Cooperative participation

C. Administration modifications

1. Improving coordination between intake agencies that serve various governmental programs for low-income households

2. Budget counseling

3. Customer responsibility

D. Miscellaneous

1. Legislative or regulatory action proposals

a.  Legislation

b. Targeted Part 280 reforms

i.  Utility flexibility

ii. Other areas

                                2.  Power procurement/ARES rules

II.  Charges created in 1997 Law to provide funding

A. Energy Assistance Charge

1. Allow charge to expire – see 7/9 Progress Report

2. Keep same funding level past 2007

3. Increase funding level 

a. Before or after 2007?

b. Surcharge

c. Other sources

4.  Arrearage reduction component

B. Renewable Energy/Coal Technology Charge

1. Same options as in A. 1 – A. 3 above

