POST 2006 INITIATIVE

PROGRESS REPORT


WORKING GROUP:   Energy Assistance

DATE:  8/13/04

LOCATION:  ICC Chicago

I
ATTENDEES:


Representatives of ICC, IEA, Ameren, Commonwealth Edison, Illinois Power, Nicor, Peoples, Mt. Carmel, IL Dept of Public Aid (PA), IL Dept of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO), IL Municipal Electric Agency (IMEA), IL Community Action Assn, Community Energy Cooperative, Low Income Advocacy Project, City of Chicago, Spire Solar & Solargenix attended, eleven in person and ten by video hookup to PA’s Chicago office.   A complete log is available from Conveners if desired.

II a
ISSUES DISCUSSED FROM FINAL ISSUES LIST


Issue 91 – “Is the current surcharge level adequate for energy assistance?”

· The current Renewable Energy Resources and Coal Technology Development Assistance Charge, a companion charge to the Energy Assistance charge, was the main topic of discussion today.  Susan Hedman of DCEO discussed their administration of the Renewables Trust Fund which collects about $4 million per year from the charge and had $33 million in funding requests this past year.  The Clean Coal Technology fund is also administered in another part of DCEO and collects a like amount of funds annually.  Mark Burger of Solar Spire Chicago and Russell Reed of Solargenix Energy discussed projects involving their companies and Ron Jolly of City of Chicago discussed City’s use of grant funds.  All were supportive of continuing and possibly increasing the charges that generate these funds, which is set to expire 12/15/07.

II b
OTHER ISSUES DISCUSSED

· Anti-trust guidelines in effect for the meeting were referenced.

· Reviewed Progress Report from August 6.

· Process Issues.  

· Reviewed the format approved by Commissioner O’Connell-Diaz and conveners group this morning for final workgroup reports

· Reviewed a proposed Issues Discussion Outline to guide our discussions as we prepare our final report

· Discussed a target completion of EAWG final report by September 1.

· Reviewed dates for remaining Friday meetings.  


· August 20 & 27 – Chicago – ICC Room 808 instead of Main Hearing room – decided to start at 11 am with working lunch, target conclusion no later than 3 pm.  A phone connection will be made with ICC Springfield office if necessary.

III
PRESENTERS –  Susan Hedman, DCEO and two solar companies – see Issue 91 above

IV
PRESENTATION SUMMARIES – 
V
CONCLUSIONS REACHED



ISSUE:  

VI
COMMENTS – None

VII
TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING


Begin discussion of potential consensus items and developing EAWG Final report


VIII
TIME AND LOCATION OF NEXT MEETING


Friday, August 20 at ICC’s Chicago office (Room 808) from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm, with phone connection to ICC’s Springfield office.

Jim Monk/Jon Carls, Co-Conveners

