POST 2006 INITIATIVE

PROGRESS REPORT


WORKING GROUP:   Energy Assistance

DATE:  8/06/04

LOCATION:  ICC Chicago

I
ATTENDEES:


Representatives of ICC, IEA, Ameren, Commonwealth Edison, Nicor, Peoples, MidAmerican Energy, IL Natural Resources (DNR), IL Lt. Governor, Cook County States Attorney, IL Municipal Electric Agency (IMEA), IL Industrial Electric Consumers (IIEC), Constellation New Energy, Giordano/Trizec et al, IL Community Action Assn, Community Energy Cooperative & Low Income Advocacy Project attended, twenty in person and four by phone hookup to ICC’s Springfield office.   A complete log is available from Conveners if desired.

II a
ISSUES DISCUSSED FROM FINAL ISSUES LIST


Issue 90 – “How should state energy assistance programs be provided for low-income customers who cannot afford to pay just and reasonable rates?”  

· Still awaiting electronic versions of July 30 presentations byDavid Baker of DNR and Dave Rinebolt re Ohio PIPP for distribution to group and posting on ICC site.


Issue 91 – “Is the current surcharge level adequate for energy assistance?”

· The issue of whether the current surcharge for Renewable Energy Resources and Coal Technology Development Assistance Charge, a companion charge to the Energy Assistance charge, should be considered by EAWG as part of this Issue or by other working groups was discussed with other conveners and will be added for our consideration also.

· Participation of Municipal Utilities and Electric Cooperatives in supplemental LIHEAP programs – Doc Mueller of IMEA and Don Wood of AIEC presented some history and the perspectives of their various members on whether or not to voluntarily “opt in” to the program.  Most seem to do their own analysis of whether the “dollars out” will exceed the “dollars in” and for most electric only companies, the choice is to not participate.  Some discussion centered on whether a year-round energy assistance program would result in more munis/coops choosing to participate. 

Additional Issue – “What, if any, will be the effect on state energy assistance programs of the method(s) of procuring power used in the Post 2006 energy environment?”

· Parties have concluded there was no direct impact on the programs as a result of deregulation and no further discussion is needed.

II b
OTHER ISSUES DISCUSSED

· Anti-trust guidelines in effect for the meeting were referenced.

· Reviewed Progress Report from July 30.

· Process Issues.  Discussed that Commissioner O’Connell-Diaz and ICC Staff were still developing a format for the final report of working groups and would be shared as soon as available.  Our next three meetings will focus on bringing our discussions into a final report with the goal of concluding by the end of August.

· Reviewed dates for remaining Friday meetings.  


· August 13 – Springfield – Ameren – 1-3 pm

· August 20 & 27 – Chicago – ICC main hearing room – may need to be longer meetings, starting time yet to be decided. 

III
PRESENTERS – Doc Mueller and Don Wood as referenced under Issue 91 above.

IV
PRESENTATION SUMMARIES – 
V
CONCLUSIONS REACHED



ISSUE:  

VI
COMMENTS – None

VII
TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING


Consider the drafting of final report of EAWG, the process to follow, proposals that can be addressed by ICC, by rulemakings, by legislation, etc.  Possible development of general principles.  Participants are encouraged to circulate any thoughts by or at next week’s meeting.

VIII
TIME AND LOCATION OF NEXT MEETING


Friday, August 13 at Ameren’s Springfield office from 1:00 – 3:00 pm, with video connection to a Chicago location.

Jim Monk/Jon Carls, Co-Conveners

