STATE OF ILLINOIS
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION

Illinois Commerce Commission On Its Own Motion

Company's compliance with Section 271 of the

)
)
Investigation Concerning Illinois Bell Telephone ) Docket No. 01-0662
)
Telecommunications Act of 1996 )

SBC ILLINOIS’ RESPONSE TO MOTION TO CHANGE DUE DATES

Illinois Bell Telephone Company (“SBC Illinois™), by its attorneys, hereby responds to the
motion of AT&T Communications of Illinois (“AT&T”), CIMCO (“CIMCQO”), GlobalCom, Inc.
(“GlobalCom™), McLeod Telecommunications Services, Inc. (“MTSI””), TDS Metrocom, LLC
(“TDS”), XO lllinois (“X0O”), WorldCom, Inc. (“WorldCom”), and Z-Tel Communications, Inc.
(“Z-Tel”) to move the due date for filing Briefs on Exceptions and Reply Briefs on Exception.
SBC lllinois opposes the motion and respectfully requests that the original briefing schedule be
retained.

The Commission’s rules establish a default schedule of 14 days for filing Briefs on
Exceptions and 7 days for thereafter for filing Reply Briefs on Exceptions. 83 Ill. Adm. Code 8§
200.830(a). The briefing schedule in this case made a slight departure by providing parties an
additional 7 days for Reply Briefs on Exceptions, but maintained the standard 14 day interval for
Initial Briefs on Exceptions. This is consistent with the Commission’s practice in large dockets of
similar complexity and size. For example, in the Alternative Regulation proceeding (Docket No.
98-0252/98-0335/00-0764 Consol.), the parties were given two (2) weeks for initial briefs and one
(1) week to reply. The schedule was the same in the 13-801 implementation proceeding, (Docket

No. 01-0614). and in the SBC/Ameritech Merger proceeding (Docket No. 98-0555).



This case presents no particular reason to depart from the standard practice. At this stage
of the proceeding, the issues are well known to the parties because they have participated in five
rounds of pre-filed testimony, lengthy hearings with cross-examination and two rounds of
extensive briefing. There is no new evidence and there are no new issues, since the parties are
confined to addressing the issues in the Proposed Order. The parties cite to the fact that they have
to prepare substitute langue for the Proposed Order as grounds for an extension. (Motion at 2).
That is a standard requirement, however. The parties to the above-referenced proceedings
prepared exception language within the prescribed timeframes and it should present no greater
difficulty here.

It should be noted that not every CLEC took a position on all of the issues raised in the
400-page Proposed Order. Many of the issues in the Proposed Order were unigue to one or more
CLECs or to Staff. For example, a review of MTSI’s Initial Brief reveals that it addressed seven
issues involving the public interest, Checklist Item 1 and 2. XO’s Initial Brief addressed five
issues involving Checklist Item 2, 4, 7 and 8. Presumably, MTSI’s and XQO’s briefs will be
focused on these issues, thus substantially reducing the workload for them.

The CLEC:s cite to the holidays as a basis for an extension of the schedule. In fact, the
CLECs have the best of the due dates. Based on their Motion, SBC Illinois understands that the
CLECs have concluded that the bulk of their workload is associated with Brief on Exceptions.
Briefs on Exceptions are due on December 20, which provides the CLECs with two full working
weeks to prepare. SBC Illinois must then prepare its Reply Brief to what apparently will be very
extensive Brief on Exceptions over a two-week period which includes both the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays. SBC lllinois is committed to meeting the January 3" due date.

Finally, the motion recounts the fact that evidentiary hearings were concluded on July 1,

2002 and that post-hearing briefing was completed on August 28, 2002. The time that has lapsed



since August in no way justifies an extension of the briefing schedule. To the contrary, it
illustrates the need to bring Phase 1 of this proceeding to a conclusion as rapidly as possible so
that SBC lllinois can promptly address Phase 1 compliance issues.

WHEREFORE, for all of the above-stated reasons, SBC lllinois respectfully requests that
the due date for filing Briefs on Exceptions and Reply Briefs on Exceptions to the Administrative

Law Judges proposed Phase 1 Order remain unchanged.

Respectfully submitted,

By:

One of Its Attorneys

Louise Sunderland

Mark Ortlieb

Illinois Bell Telephone Company
225 West Randolph, Floor 25D
Chicago, Illinois 60606

(312) 727-6705

(312) 727-2415

Dated: December 16, 2002



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned certifies that a copy of the foregoing SBC ILLINOIS’ RESPONSE TO
MOTION TO CHANGE DUE DATES was filed with the Commission via e-docket and served

upon all parties electronically on this 16th day of December, 2002.

Mark R. Ortlieb
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