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BEFORE THE
| LLI NO S COMMERCE COMM SSI ON

I N THE MATTER OF:
AMOS A. | DOWJ

Conpl ai nant
- VS_

COMVONWEALTH EDI SON COMPANY,

Respondent .

N N N N N N N N N N N

COMPLAI NT AS TO
Bl LLI NG/ CHARGES | N CHI CAGO,
| LLI NOI S.

Chi cago, Illinois
Oct ober 6th, 2016

Met, pursuant to notice, at 11:00 a.m
BEFORE:

MR. JOHN T. RILEY, Adm nistrative Law Judge

SULLI VAN REPORTI NG COMPANY, by
Devan J. Moore, CSR
Li cense No. 084-004589

Docket No.

16- 0419
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APPEARANCES:

VAN DORF, FREUND, KAHN & ASSOCI ATES,
111 North Wabash Avenue
Suite 1605
Chi cago, IL 60602
(312)782-0840
for the Compl ai nant;

MARK L. GOLDSTEIN, P.C., by
MR. MARK L. GOLDSTEI N
3019 Province Circle
Mundel ein, IL 60060
(847)949-1340

-and-
GRAHAM & GRAHAM, LLP, by
MS. REBECCA A. GRAHAM
115 South LaSalle Street
Suite 2600
Chi cago Ridge, IL 60603
(312)505-8154

for ConEd.

ALSO PRESENT:

Aaron Ji nmenez,
ConEd Representative.

by
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JUDGE RI LEY: Pursuant to the direction of the
[11inois Commerce Comm ssion, | call Docket 16-0419.

This is a conplaint by M. Amps A. I dowu versus

Commonweal t h Edi son Conpany as to billing and charges
in Chicago, Illinois.
And are you counsel for M. Ildowu?

MR. FREUND: Yes.

JUDGE RI LEY: Wbuld you state your -- would you
enter an appearance, stating your name and office
address for the record, please.

MR. FREUND: Absolutely. Charl es Freund,
F-r-e-u-n-d, with Van Dorf, Freund, Kahn &
Associ at es.

Woul d you |ike ny address?

JUDGE RI LEY: Pl ease.

MR. FREUND: 111 North Wabash, Suite 1605,
Chi cago 60602.

JUDGE RI LEY: Thank you

And for ComEd?

MS. GRAHAM  On behalf of Commonweal t h Edi son

Conpany, Rebecca Graham 33 North LaSalle Street,

Suite 2200, Chicago, Illinois 60602. My tel ephone
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number is (312) 505-8154.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: Also on behalf of Conmmonwealth
Edi son Company, Mark L. Goldstein, 319 Province
Circle, Mundelein, Illinois 60060. My tel ephone
nunmber is (847) 949-1340. And with us this nmorning
is Aaron Jinmenez of ComEd.

JUDGE RI LEY: All right. Thank you.

This is a prehearing conference. I
guess ny first question is -- it's a bit of a nmystery
that a building that has no meters, no electricity --
where did the 22,000 --

The Conpl ai nant says that he was
charged $22, 281.52?

MR. FREUND: There are 7 meters. There are 6
units. It's a residential building. The 7 meters is
for the comon area.

JUDGE RILEY: So meters are there?

MR. FREUND: Yeah, there are meters; but no one
has resided in the building since 2012. It's been
enpty.

| actually represented the claimnt in

buil ding court, and so we finally got that resol ved



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

just | ast year. And he still isn't quite finished
rehabbing it, but we have all of the violations taken
care of. And then he was attenmpting to have the
electric service reinstated and received this |arge
bill. And we asked for an explanation, and we could
not get an explanation from ComEd. And that's why
we're here.

JUDGE RILEY: So is the $22,000 bill for a
buil di ng that has not used any electricity?

MR. FREUND: Exactly. He has generators. He
was using generators to rehab it. | have photos of
t he generators.

JUDGE RI LEY: So there's no electricity being
used even now?

MR. FREUND: No.

JUDGE RI LEY: Not even a little bit to keep the
pi pes warmin the wi nter?

MR. FREUND: Not hi ng.

Are you using any electricity in
t here?
MR. AMOS A. | DOWU: No. | don't use any

electricity right know.
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MR. FREUND: When was the last time that you
used any electricity?

MR. AMOS A. | DOWU: | think they cut it off in
2014 or so.

MR. FREUND: In 2014, they caught it off?

MR. AMOS A. | DOWJ: 2015.

JUDGE RI LEY: " m sorry?

MR. AMOS A. IDOWJ: They cut it off in 2015.

JUDGE RI LEY: Okay.

MR. AMOS A. IDOWJ: Then |I have to buy the
generators to continue my job there.

JUDGE RILEY: Well, let me turn to ComEd now.
What's ConEd's stance?

MS. GRAHAM  Well, it's my understanding -- and
you can correct me if |I'mwong -- but there was
electricity to the building, but it was on a closed
| oop. And several attempts were made to contact the
Conpl ai nant about access issues, which were
unsuccessful . Eventually the electricity was cut;
and that's what prompted the filing of the compl aint.

So, | mean, those were sent out -- |

have an activity statement here going back to 2014
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t hat shows that bills definitely went out, but there
was no communication with the Conmpl ai nant and no
payments.

JUDGE RI LEY: When do you have the Conpl ai nant
as the account holder on this address?

MR. AARON JI MENEZ: We only have 2 years; but
he was an account hol der since 2014, at |east that we
can see.

JUDGE RI LEY: Counsel, do you know how | ong the
Compl ai nant has owned the buil ding?

MR. FREUND: Since 1988.

JUDGE RI LEY: 19887

MR. AMOS A. I DOWJ: Yes. |'ve been a custoner
all of my life. | ' ve been paying them They're
asking me to pay them noney, but this time around I
don't know what happened. This time | don't know
what happened.

JUDGE RI LEY: Do you know what period of tinme
t hese charges covered, the $22,281?

MR. FREUND: No. |'ve asked ComEd for the
records. | can't remenmber the woman's name who we

dealt with. She was not very hel pful.



MR. GOLDSTEI N: Susan Hill (phonetic)?

MR. FREUND: Yeah, | think that's it. Susan
Hill.

MR. AMOS A. | DOWU: Yeah, her name is Sue Hill
Her name is Sue Hill. | tried to beg her to listen,

and she refused.

MR. FREUND: Are we entitled to any discovery
in this?

MR. GOLDSTEI N:  Absol utely.

MR. FREUND: | ve never handl ed one of these.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Yes, you are.

MR. FREUND: | have to see what you have.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: You' re absolutely entitled to
di scovery.

You said that there are non-existent

meters, but there are 7 meters in the building?

MR. AMOS A. | DOWU: Yes.

MR. FREUND: No. There are existent meters.
MR. GOLDSTEI N: | was | ooking at the conpl aint.
MR. FREUND: Yeah, the complaint is wrong.

MR. AARON JI MENEZ: This is what it |ooks Iike

now (i ndicating).



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR. AMOS A. | DOWU: Yeah, this is howit is
now.

MR. AARON JI MENEZ: Okay. So these are the
meter fittings. There's no nmeters.

MR. AMOS A. | DOWU: No meters?

MR. AARON JI MENEZ: Yeah, there's no meters.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: That's right. There are no
meters there.

MR. FREUND: It is.

MR. AARON JI MENEZ: It is, but it's on a closed
| oop. So electricity would be running; it just
woul dn't be registered.

JUDGE RILEY: So there are no neters installed
in the building?

MR. AMOS A. | DOWU: Not yet.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: He's right. The fittings are
there, but there are no nmeters.

JUDGE RI LEY: So how is electricity getting
provided to the building? Wat is a closed |oop?

MR. AARON JI MENEZ: A closed |oop just nmeans
that there is electricity flow ng. When you | ook at

a circuit, a closed | oop means that electricity is
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flow ng. If it's an open circuit or open breaker,
then it stops, and there's no electricity to flow.
When we say, "closed meter", it

usually means that there is electricity passing
t hr ough. It can either be just simply if it's
jumpered or even if it's just open like this.

JUDGE RI LEY: But it's not being registered by
ComEd?

MR. AARON JI MENEZ: Correct.

MR. FREUND: Is it possible that it's open and

it could flow, but it's not flowi ng through the

bui |l di ng?
MR. AARON JI MENEZ: Well, the issue is that we
haven't been able to enter. We do have notes where

we tried to contact himto install meters. Either it
hasn't been ready or there have been padl ocks. And
we have been aware at | east a year that he has been
rehabbi ng.

MR. FREUND: So those nmeters are actually
accessi bl e wi thout having himthere.

MR. AMOS A. I DOWJ: Just at the back of the
bui |l di ng.

10
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JUDGE RI LEY: | guess nmy question is, if there
aren't any meters registering usage, where did the
$22,000 bill come front

MR. AARON JI MENEZ: My understanding is that
it's based on the |ast reading that we did have the
meter; and we're able to continue working with the
Conpl ai nant on those details.

But as it stands now, our system was
connected. We weren't allowed access to provide
meters. And until we cut at the weat herhead, we
didn't hear anything fromthe Conplainant; so the
assumption is that electricity was flow ng, that
there was benefit of service; and we're just trying
to get to the bottom of it.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: At the |east, you know, there
has to be some cooperation between the Conpl ai nant
and the Conpany in order for the Conpany to gain
access to see what the real situation is at the
property.

You know, obviously, M. Freund is
entitled to discovery, discovery of whatever we have

in the way of books and records that deal with this

11
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property. And when he makes the appropriate request,
we will comply with it.

JUDGE RI LEY: s that okay with you?

MR. FREUND: Yes. Sur e.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: And, also, M. Freund, has to
file an appearance in this case.

MR. FREUND: I will.

JUDGE RI LEY: Yes, because you're not on the
service |ist. File it with the Office of the Chief
Clerk of the Comm ssion.

So would it be a good idea to set this
t hing over for 30 days or so?

MR. GOLDSTEIN: At |east 30. Probably nore.
Don't you think so?

MS. GRAHAM | do.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: | think I can say for the
record, Judge, while we're trying to find a new date
for the next status hearing, that this is somewhat of
an unusual situation; and we are willing to work with
t he Conpl ai nant and his attorney in order to try to
resolve it.

MR. AMOS A. I DOWJ: Thank you very much. Thank

12
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you very much.

JUDGE RI LEY: Okay. | certainly encourage
t hat .

MR. FREUND: We would like to resolve it, too.
| guess we had to get to this spot so that we could
talk to somebody.

JUDGE RI LEY: Ri ght. That's understood.

|s there any particul ar day, since
we're going to go well into November now?

MS. GRAHAM  We were | ooking at November 30th.

JUDGE RI LEY: That will give you the better
part of 2 months.

MR. FREUND: Yeah, that date is open.

JUDGE RILEY: And it'll be set for a status at
11: 00 a. m

Anyt hing else that we need to address
at this tinme?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: No. We woul d request that if
Counsel has data requests, or interrogatories, or
requests for production, or whatever you want to
phrase it, that you can send that to the attorneys

for ConEd.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR. FREUND: | don't have your information.
Here's my card (tendering).

JUDGE RI LEY: Have you got an extra one,
Counsel ?

MR. FREUND: Yes (tendering).

So |l will go file my appearance ri ght

after this hearing.

JUDGE RI LEY: All right. Thank you.

MR. FREUND: And | will send out a copy to you.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Do you know that you have to
file it with the Chief Clerk of the Conm ssion?

MR. FREUND: Yeah, you nentioned that. | s that
in this building?

JUDGE RI LEY: No. No. That's in Springfield.
As a matter of fact, | can give you the address, if
you want to write it down.

MR. FREUND: Sur e.

JUDGE RI LEY: It is 527 East Capitol Ave,
Springfield 62701.

Anyt hing further?
MR. FREUND: No.

JUDGE RI LEY: All right. W are continued for

14
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status to Novenmber 30, at 11:00 a.m And I'll have a
formal notice of that sent out to both parties. And
as soon as you get on the service list, you'll be
included in those mailings, and we'll see where we
are at that time.

FREUND: Okay.

GRAHAM  Thank you, Judge.

GOLDSTEI N:  Thank you, Judge.

FREUND: Thank you for your tine.

> » » B

AMOS A. | DOWU: Thank you
(Wher eupon, the above-entitled
matter was continued to
November 30th, 2016, at

11: 00 a.m)
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