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Cost Allocation Condition: 
 

Prior to recovering any Project costs from Illinois retail ratepayers through 
PJM or MISO regional cost allocation, Grain Belt Express will obtain the 
permission of the Illinois Commerce Commission in a new proceeding 
initiated by Grain Belt Express.  For the purpose of the prior sentence, any 
system upgrades set forth in an interconnection agreement with PJM or 
MISO or SPP and the costs of which are allocated to Grain Belt Express will 
be considered “Project costs.”  

 
Financing Condition: 
 

Grain Belt Express will not install transmission facilities for the Grain Belt 
Express Clean Line Project on easement property until such time as Grain 
Belt Express has obtained commitments for funds in a total amount equal 
to or greater than the total project cost.  For the purposes of this condition: 

 
 (i) “install transmission facilities” shall mean to affix permanently to the 
ground transmission towers or other transmission equipment, including 
installation of bases and footings for transmission towers, but shall not 
include (A) preparatory work such as surveys, soil borings, engineering and 
design, obtaining permits and other approvals from governmental bodies, 
acquisition of options and easements for right-of-way, and ordering of 
equipment and materials, and (B) site preparation work and procurement 
and installation of equipment and facilities on property owned in fee by 
Grain Belt Express including the converter station sites;  
 
(ii) “easement property” shall mean property on which Grain Belt Express 
has acquired an easement to install transmission facilities;  
 
(iii)  “has obtained commitments for funds” shall mean (A) for loans and 
other debt commitments, that Grain Belt Express has entered into a loan 
agreement(s) with a lender(s) and has received the loan funds or has the 
right to draw down the loan funds on a schedule that is consistent with the 
need for funds to complete the Project, and (B) for equity, that Grain Belt 
Express or its parent company has received the funds from the equity 
investors or that the equity investors have entered into a commitment to 
provide funds on a schedule that is consistent with the need for funds to 
complete the Project; and    
 
(iv) “total project cost” shall mean the total estimated remaining cost, at the 
time that Grain Belt Express is prepared to begin to install transmission 
facilities, for the following Project activities: engineering, manufacturing and 
installation of converter stations; transmission line engineering; 
transmission towers; conductor; construction labor necessary to complete 
the Project; right of way acquisition costs; and other costs necessary to 



15-0277 
Appendix B 

2 
 

complete the Project.  For reference, the total estimated project cost as of 
March 31, 2015 is $2.75 billion including estimated costs for network 
upgrades.  
  
To allow the Commission to verify its compliance with this condition, Grain 
Belt Express shall submit the following documents to the Director of the 
Financial Analysis Division and the Director of the Public Safety & Reliability 
Division at such time as Grain Belt Express is prepared to begin to install 
transmission facilities: 
 
a) On a confidential basis, equity and loan or other debt financing 

agreements and commitments entered into or obtained by Grain Belt 
Express or its parent company for the purpose of funding the Grain 
Belt Express Clean Line Project that, in the aggregate, provide 
commitments for funds for the total project cost; 

 
b) An attestation certified by an officer of Grain Belt Express that Grain 

Belt Express has not, prior to the date of the attestation, installed 
transmission facilities on easement property; or a notification that such 
installation is scheduled to begin on a specified date; 

 
c) A statement of the total project cost, broken out by the components 

listed in the definition of “total project cost,” above, and certified by an 
officer of Grain Belt Express, along with a reconciliation of the total 
project cost in the statement to the total project cost as of March 31, 
2015 of $2.75 billion (including estimated costs for network 
upgrades); and 

 
d) A reconciliation statement, certified by an officer of Grain Belt 

Express, showing that the agreements and commitments for funds 
provided in (a) are equal to or greater than the total project cost 
provided in (c). 

 
Interconnection Condition: 
 

Prior to energizing the Project, Grain Belt Express will fully comply with the 
applicable interconnection requirements of, and sign all necessary 
interconnection agreements with, SPP, MISO and PJM.   
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Protection and Restoration of Landowners Properties Condition: 
 
(Substantially as provided in Grain Belt Express Exhibit 7.16, Agricultural Impact 
Mitigation requirements from Rock Island Clean Line LLC, Docket 12-0560, Order dated 
November 25, 2014 (as modified to be applicable to Grain Belt Express): 
 
1.   The Commission finds that the measures described by Grain Belt Express to avoid or 

minimize soil compaction, and to remediate soil compaction, are reasonable. In 
addition to these measures, Grain Belt Express and its contractors are directed to 
adhere to the following additional guidelines: 

 
(1) With regard to remediation of soil compaction, Grain Belt Express shall 

decompact cropland where necessary to a depth of 18 inches and pasture to 
a depth of 12 inches, as specified in the AIMA and if landowners wish, Grain 
Belt Express shall apply fertilizer to disturbed soils. Grain Belt Express shall 
permit landowners to self-perform decompaction activities on their land or 
retain a contractor of their choice to do this work, the reasonable cost of which 
will be paid by [Grain Belt Express]. Landowners also can elect to not have 
any chiseling performed on their property. If the landowner believes some 
depth other than 18 inches is appropriate, Grain Belt Express is directed to 
work with the landowner to effectuate the landowner’s recommendation. 

 
(2) Grain Belt Express shall reasonably attempt to discuss the mitigation measures 

for soil compaction, set forth in the AIMA, that it intends to employ with the 
landowner before implementing them; and if the landowner objects to any of 
those measures, Grain Belt Express shall not use them and shall instead offer 
to negotiate alternative methods or measures with the landowner to prevent 
soil compaction. 

 
(3) Grain Belt Express shall comply with the terms of the AIMA with respect to 

decompaction, and shall also permit landowners to self-perform decompaction 
activities on their land or retain a contractor, the reasonable cost of which shall 
be paid by Grain Belt Express. 

 
(4) Further, with respect to compaction issues, if the landowner wants to 

communicate directly with Grain Belt Express instead of with contractors, 
Grain Belt Express shall do so.  

 
2.   Grain Belt Express is directed to adhere to the measures described in this paragraph 

to identify the locations of drainage tiles and avoid damage to them during 
construction, and or shall take such other measures as are reasonably necessary 
and equally or more effective to locate the tiles and avoid damaging them. To identify 
the locations of drainage tile, Grain Belt Express shall (i) visit local soil and water 
conservation districts and consult other available documents that describe the 
location of drainage tiles, (ii) consult with any contractors that installed drainage tiles, 
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and (iii) meet with landowners and walk their fields.  Once drainage tiles are located, 
Grain Belt Express may reduce possible tile damage by using a steel plate or other 
matting to spread the loads of construction equipment.  

 
3.   If drainage tiles are damaged by construction or maintenance of the Project, Grain 

Belt Express represents that it will repair them, or replace them with equal or better 
quality, or will compensate landowners to make such repairs; and that it will do so for 
a reasonable period of time after construction is completed.  Grain Belt Express 
states that these commitments are specified in the AIMA.  The Commission finds that 
Grain Belt Express shall comply with these commitments, and shall do so for a 
reasonable period of time, and shall comply with the terms of the AIMA.  

 
4.   The Commission directs Grain Belt Express to avoid such interferences with the 

drainage tile to the extent reasonably possible, including, where practicable, moving 
structures to a location elsewhere in the ROW, to avoid such interferences, if 
requested by the landowner.  

 
5.   As a requirement of its CPCN, Grain Belt Express is directed to comply with the 

provision of the AIMA that the use of guy wires be avoided to the extent feasible and 
that if guy wires are required, they will be marked with highly visible guards.  

 
 


