
STATE OF ILLINOIS
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION

Petition for authorization to construct an )
elevated public pedestrian bridge over Metra Electric )
and Canadian National Railroad (formerly Illinois Central Railroad) ) No.
from the intersection of East 41st Street and Lake Park Avenue )
to the City's lake front in the City of Chicago, County of Cook )
and State of Illinois. )

Verified Petition

The City of Chicago ("City"), an Illinois municipal corporation, by its attorney Stephen

R. Patton, Corporation Counsel, hereby petitions the Illinois Commerce Commission

("Commission") for authority to construct an elevated public pedestrian bridge from the

intersection of East 41st Street and Lake Park Avenue to the Lake Michigan lakefront ("41st

Street Pedestrian Bridge") in the City of Chicago, County of Cook, State of Illinois, which will

be located over tracks of the Commuter Rail Division of the Regional Transportation Authority

("Metra") and Canadian National Railway Company's Illinois Central Railroad ("CN"). In

support of the petition, the City states as follows:

1. The Commission has jurisdiction of the subject matter of this petition and of the

petitioner pursuant to Chapter 18 of the Illinois Commercial Transportation Law

("ICTL"). 625 ILCS 5/18c-7401(3).

2. City is a unit of local government and municipal corporation organized and existing

under the laws of the state of Illinois with its principal offices in Cook County, Illinois.

3. No overhead pedestrian or vehicular structure currently exists at this location.

4. The proposed elevated public pedestrian bridge would be an overhead structure spanning

numerous railroad tracks of Metra and CN.
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5. The City desires to construct, in order to promote public safety and convenience, the 41st

Street Pedestrian Bridge and hereby seeks authorization from the Commission for this

construction project. Drawings of the proposed reconstruction plan have been prepared

by AECOM, consulting engineers, and are attached as Group Exhibit A.

6. The proposed 41st Street Pedestrian Bridge will be available for use by City residents and

visitors and will facilitate access to lakefront recreational and parkland areas.

7. The City has secured funds for this project pursuant to a U.S. Department of

Transportation grant under the Transportation Investment Generating Economic

Recovery program.

8. The City does not seek at this time any contribution of funds for this construction project

from Metra, CN or from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund.

9. The proposed vertical clearances of the 41st Street Pedestrian Bridge from the bottom of

its steel tube to top of rail are attached as Exhibit B.

10. The proposed 41st Street Pedestrian Bridge complies with the Commission's vertical

clearance requirements of 92 Ill. Adm. Code Section 1500.

11. The City will be obligated to maintain the new structure in conformance with the

requirements of ICTL and 92 Ill. Adm. Code Sections 1535.203 and 1535.206, and all

other applicable rulings, standards, rules and regulations.

12. The City will pursue a grant of easement as needed for the construction and maintenance

of the proposed bridge from Metra and CN.

13. The City expects to begin the construction of the 41st Street Pedestrian Bridge by spring

of 2016 and complete the project by spring 2018.
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14. The City agrees to accept service by electronic means as provided for in 83 Ill. Adm.

Code Section 200.1050.

WHEREFORE, the City of Chicago prays that the Illinois Commerce Commission enter an

Order, without hearings, in which it authorizes the construction of the 41st Street Pedestrian

Bridge as follows:

A. Finding that the Commission has jurisdiction over the City and the subject matter of

this petition;

B. Finding that the construction and maintenance of an elevated public pedestrian

bridge, in accordance with the plan attached hereto as "Exhibit A", at the intersection

of East 41st Street and Lake Park Avenue extending to the Lake Michigan lakefront

and crossing over Metra and CN tracks, is necessary to promote and preserve public

safety and convenience;

C. Directing CN to assist the City to the extent required to complete installation of the

elevated public pedestrian bridge crossing within a reasonable period of time as

determined by the Commission;

D. Such other and further relief as the Commission deems appropriate.

Dated: August 25, 2015

Respectfully submitted,
Stephen Patton
Corporation Counsel

Jared Policicchio
Assistant Corporation Counsel
City of Chicago, Department of Law
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30 North LaSalle Street
Suite 1400
Chicago, IL 60602
(312) 744-143 8
fared.policicchio(a~citXofchicago.org
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STATE OF ILLINOIS

C~Z~Iil~flll•(~]~K~Z~~~

VERIFICATION

I, Jared W. Policicchio, being duly sworn, state that I have read the City of Chicago's Verified

Petition for authorization to construct an elevated public pedestrian bridge over Metra Electric

and Canadian National Railroad (formerly Illinois Central Railroad) from the intersection of East

41st Street and Lake Paxk Avenue to the City's lake front in the City of Chicago, County of

Cook and State of Illinois, and that the contents therein are true and accurate to the best of my

belief and knowledge.

ared W. Policicchio
Assistant Corporation Counsel

City of Chicago, Department of Law

30 North LaSalle Street
Suite 1400
Chicago, Illinois 60602
(312) 744-1438
fared.policicchia(a~,cityofchica~o.or~

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me, a Notary Public, on this 25~" day of August,

2015.

OFFICIAL SEAL
GWENDOLYN A TILLMAN

NOTARY PUBLIC -STATE OF, ILLINOIS
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:04/a3/17

Notary Public ~~-
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