Christian County Board

PAUL C. SCHMITZ, Chairman
Christian County Courthouse Phone: 217-824-4011

P.O. Box 647 Fax: 217-824-5105
Taylorville, Illinois 62568-0647 cchoard@hotmail.com

April 10c215 ILLingsg
Sic

APR 20 2015
Mr. Brien J. Sheahan, Chairman and Commissioners Office Of Cha;
527 East Capital Ave. And Com _hagrman
Springfield IL 62701 Missiongrg

RE: Grain Belt Express Clean Line Energy
Docket # 15-0277

Dear Mr. Sheahan and Commissioners,

The Christian County Board, in a regularly scheduled meeting March 17, 2015, voted to request that the
lllinois Commerce Commission deny the use of eminent domain status by Clean Line Energy Partners’
Grain Belt Express transmission line project.

Grain Belt Express is a proposed transmission line project by a privately held company that will cover
approximately 30 miles through the southern townships of Christian County. The board feels that Grain
Belt should not be allowed the use eminent domain for the purpose of acquiring easement through
Christian County.

More than 35 interested constituents of the County attended the full County Board meeting on March
17" for the purpose to encourage the Board not to support eminent domain. Enclosed is a copy of the
minutes from that meeting. Additionally enclosed are petitions from the County’s southern townships
of which are they are within the proposed project area.

The Christian County Board feels that Grain Belt Express should negotiate in good faith with the land
owners of Christian County without acquiring the ultimate use of eminent domain. Your consideration
and attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.

Thanking you in advance.




Dear Caunty Board Member,

The following questicns have been developed by several members of the [llinois
Landowners Aliance (JLA). The express purpose of these guestions is to challenge each of you to
research the issues with regard to Clean Line's (Rock Island Clean Line-RICL and Grain Belt
Express- GBE) high pressured selljob that their high voltage transmisston lines will bring jobs and
money to the County. Much research conducted by knowledgeahle individuals has led businesses
and organizations, (linois Farm Bureau, Conmnonwealth Edison and Ilinois Land Owners Alliance)
to file interventions with the lllinois Commerce Commicsion. Such precedence indicates that this is
not a simple money Bow-get rich quick proposition, but is to be regardad as “buyer beware” with
many hidden costs.

'
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How many of these questions can you answer ix good faith without looking to outside
resources? Please carefully consider the following questions befare you make decisions that affect
privately owned property in the County.

1 Isiteven leenl orethical for the county to make an agreement with 2 PRIVATE corupany
impacting privately owned land? GBE doesn't have public utility status in [L, and is not
likely to have it soon, if ever. The last JOC hearing on the matter of RICL (ICC Docket 12-
0560) was December 2013. November 2014 the ICC ruled approving RICL as a merchant
transmission project with major conditions attached. GBE hasu't even filed with the ICC as of
now. Many other states are also involved in proceedings re: “Ciean” Line projects. The lowa
Utility Board will be addressing Clean Line's request as are Tennesses, Kansas, Arkansas, and
presently Missouri is at the PSC,

2. Whyis there unpracedented opposition to Clsan Line’s 5 transmission projects?

3. Have you beea following the Missouri Public Secvice Commission’s hearings regarding GBE
and seen what the PSC has said about the project?

4. Has the State's Attorney read this proposal and determined the county’s legal commitments
to CL's project? ‘-

5. Isthe monetary proposal the best offer that CL has to offer? How far will the proposed $553
per year cover the ravages created by CL? What is CL offering other states and for how long?
Shoualdn't this ba a negotiation starting point for the county given this is abillion dollar
company? _ _

6. Areyon aware that the LaSalle County Beard unanimously shelved the RICL agreement and
are considering a different costing approach?

7. Areyou aware many of the Missouri counties who signed letters of support for GBE have
rescinded their support?

8. Have ybu factored in the 10-309 property value ioss and the resultant ioss of property tax of



the properties? Do you understand tiac this loss will be affected it perpetaity?

9. Do you know the actual cost to the governments and entities {decreasad-tax base, land
devaluation, léss money for local schools, ibraries, fire protection districts, jess or no money
fer the townships reads and bridges that will suffer the mest from constraction)?

10.Have you considered the devaluation of homes within one mile on either sid: of the
propased trapsraission line, cause of which is the "view” of the pmposedzoo &:othigl: lattice
towers? .

11 Do yon know that "Cleefi Line", the parent campamy, already has foreign investors?

12 What are the local environmental impacts, (e.g, wildlife, timber, soil erosion, ste)?

13. Has Cmevidsd any CURRENT health or em-iromnmtal studies to you pmmugthns reallyrs
safe for the public and the environment? _

14. What protection is thare to the county if a Clean Line project goes bankrupt?

5. Are there hidden conunitruents that the county may bave to pay in the future (e.g.. liability
insurance, eixe)?:

16. Po you understand the actual impacts to the lotal agriculiural economiy?

17. Can this line be-placed whese it will NOT crisscross agricultural lands?

18. Have you had a sit down discussion with the Farm Bursau to discuss this-project?

19. What is Clean Line really giving you? Will you or your entity [enuntyor commaunity) reaily
bepefic? :

20. Will CL's lines interfere with GPS systems? Did they provide proof of a cuxrunt study proving
that? Will they put-it in writing that their line WILL NOT cause any interferences? What
about interfersnces tn other signals {Radio, FM two way communications, Satellits services,
others)?

Z1. Don’t YOU see'something really wrong with causing rajor impact in perpemity on the
* income and investment values of some county lmdownersﬂaxpayers for the short-berm
bensfit of the OTHER persons in the couaty?

22. Have you spokan to any of the local residents that will bennpactedby&isprqect?

Z3. Don't the Ldowners impacted at least deserve a chiance to question CL representatives ina
publichearlngand in a manner that is legally binding? They can mak= all the promises thay
want, but they’B be long gone by the time it's clear that those “promises™ aren't gaing to be
unheld. :

Z4. s there a-real need for this power? .

25. Will this line benefit your LOCAL communities DIRBCTLY?

26. Will your communities get access to the power?



27. What will that cost you to tap into that power?

28. Did they tell you that NO power can be added to this line from fisture or existing wind farms
without huge additional expenses to the local development for a converter station?

29. Do you support IN state and Jocal aconomic projects or do you support out of state privately
owned pass through projects thet DO NOT help the local economy?

30, How long will it remain a US awned company?

31 What will your obligations to CL be if you agree to their proposal?

32. Where is this line gning to be? Permanent roating has not been fully defined.

33. Doos CL have any WRITTEN CONTRACTS wich the local unions to provide laber for the
construction phase? ( Are they really going to use ANY local workers?)

34. What eise do they plan to use this easement for? Will such be resold? What will the future
owners do with the easements? Par their RICL contracts abready handed out to some
landowners, they have carte blanche to do whatever theywant to the easements in the
future - add, sell, transfer, etc. Their deims of actual impact are grossty inderestimated and
do not include the access neaded and additions to the easements Oncea corridoris
established, can follow-on projects use/modify that carridor without regards to the
landovwmer's rights,

35. What percentage of the power will be “Clean” and what percentage will be from other
sources (Coal, Natural Gas)? Will they guarantee that the energy is absolately Gean?

36. Has CL told you if there are any decommissinning plans for the futurs?

37.Will your local area be litzered with their structares in the future when the structnres are no
longer useable or it is no longer feasible to upgrade or repair them?

38. Who will pay for the future clean up at the end of the life of this line?

39. How lang will Clean Line really own their propossd lines?

Lastly, what is the rush to sign on with CL? CL is a private entity, seeking public utility
status, using private land for their private gain. The eveatual goal is to acquire eminent domain to
acquire agriculture businesses and land at rock hottom prices, with no regard to land depreciation
values {komes in the shadow of the route conld be devaluad as high as 50% to 90%), to move
elactrical power to states that have repeatedly advised Congress that they don't want or need it.

« Please, do your homework and become as knowladgeable as these 300+ members of the fllinois
Landowners Alliance. Thank you for your tonsideration of this issne.

Sincerely,
Qe ASneusd Sravansune Sweer
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Dear County Board Member,

The following questions have been developed by several members of the Hllinois
Landowners Alliance (ILA). The express purpose of these questions is to challenge each of you to
research the issues with regard to Clean Line's (Rock Island Clean Line-RICL and Grain Belt
Express- GBE) high pressured sell-job that their high voltage transmission lines will bring jobs and
money to the County. Much research conducted by knowledgeable individuals has led businesses
and organizations, (Illinois Farm Bureau, Commonwealth Edison and Illinois Land Owners Alliance)
to file interventions with the lllinois Commerce Commission. Such precedence indicates that this is
not a simple money flow-get rich quick proposition, but is to be regarded as “buyer beware” with
many hidden costs.

How many of these questions can you answer in good faith without looking to outside
resources? Please carefully consider the following questions before you make decisions that affect
privately owned property in the County.

1. Isiteven legal or ethical for the county to make an agreement with a PRIVATE company
impacting privately owned land? GBE doesn’t have public utility status in IL, and is not
likely to have it soon, if ever. The last ICC hearing on the matter of RICL (ICC Docket 12-
0560) was December 2013. November 2014 the ICC ruled approving RICL as a merchant
transmission project with major conditions attached. GBE hasn't even filed with the ICC as of
now. Many other states are also involved in proceedings re: “Clean” Line projects. The lowa
Utility Board will be addressing Clean Line's request as are Tennessee, Kansas, Arkansas, and
presently Missouri is at the PSC.

Why is there unprecedented opposition to Clean Line's 5 transmission projects?

3. Have you been following the Missouri Public Service Commission’s hearings regarding GBE
and seen what the PSC has said about the project?

4. Has the State's Attorney read this proposal and determined the county's legal commitments
to CL's project?

5. Isthe monetary proposal the best offer that CL has to offer? How far will the proposed $$$$
per year cover the ravages created by CL? What is CL offering other states and for how long?
Shouldn't this be a negotiation starting point for the county given this is a billion dollar
company?

6. Are you aware that the LaSalle County Board unanimously shelved the RICL agreement and
are considering a different costing approach?

7. Are you aware many of the Missouri counties who signed letters of support for GBE have
rescinded their support?

8. Have you factored in the 10-30% property value loss and the resultant loss of property tax of



the properties? Do you understand that this loss will be affected in perpetuity?

9. Do you know the actual cost to the governments and entities {decreased tax base, land
devaluation, less money for local schools, libraries, fire protection districts, less or no money
for the townships roads and bridges that will suffer the most from construction)?

10. Have you considered the devaluation of homes within one mile on either side of the
proposed transmission line, cause of which is the “view” of the proposed 200 foot high lattice
towers?

11. Do you know that “Cleant Line”, the parent company, already has foreign investors?

12. What are the local environmental impacts, (e.g., wildlife, timber, soil erosion, etc.)?

13. Has CL provided any CURRENT health or environmental studies to you proving this really is
safe for the public and the environment? _

14. What protection is there to the county if a Clean Line project goes bankrupt?

15. Are there hidden commitments that the county may have to pay in the future (e.g, liability
insurance, etc.)?

16. Do you understand the actual impacts to the local agricultural economy?

17. Can this line be placed where it will NOT crisscross agricultural lands?

18. Have you had a sit down discussion with the Farm Bureau to discuss this project?

19. What is Clean Line really giving you? Will you or your entity (county or community) really
benefit?

20. Will CL's lines interfere with GPS systems? Did they provide proof of a current study praving
that? Will they put it in writing that their line WILL NOT cause any interferences? What
about interferences to other signals (Radio, FM two way communications, Satellite services,
others)?

21. Don’t YOU see something really wrong with causing major impact in perpetuity on the
income and investment values of some county landowners/taxpayers for the short-term
benefit of the OTHER persons in the county?

22. Have you spoken to any of the local residents that will be impacted by this project?

23. Don't the landowners impacted at least deserve a chance to question CL representatives ina
public hearing and in a manner that is legally binding? They can make all the promises they
wént, but they'll be long gone by the time it's clear that those "promises” aren't going to be
upheld.

24. Is there a real need for this power?

25. Will this line benefit your LOCAL communities DIRECTLY?

26. Will your communities get access to the power?



27. What will that cost you to tap into that power?

28. Did they tell you that NO power can be added to this line from future or existing wind farms
without huge additional expenses to the local development for a converter station?

29. Do you support IN state and local economic projects or do you support out of state privately
owned pass through projects that DO NOT help the local economy?

30. How long will it remain a US owned company?

31. What will your obligations to CL be if you agree to their proposal?

32. Where is this line going to be? Permanent routing has not been fully defined.

33. Does CL have any WRITTEN CONTRACTS with the local unions to provide labor for the
construction phase? ( Are they really going to use ANY local workers?)

34. What else do they plan to use this easement for? Will such be resold? What will the future
owners do with the easements? Per their RICL contracts already handed out to some
landowners, they have carte blanche to do whatever they want to the easements in the
future - add, sell, transfer, etc. Their claims of actual impact are grossly underestimated and
do not include the access needed and additions to the easements. Once a corridor is
established, can follow-on projects use/modify that corridor without regards to the
landowner’s rights.

35. What percentage of the power will be “Clean” and what percentage will be from other
sources (Coal, Natural Gas)? Will they guarantee that the energy is absolutely clean?

36. Has CL told you if there are any decommissioning plans for the future?

37. Will your local area be littered with their structures in the future when the structures are no
longer useable or it is no longer feasible to upgrade or repair them?

38. Who will pay for the future clean up at the end of the life of this line?

39. How long will Clean Line really own their proposed lines?

Lastly, what is the rush to sign on with CL? CLisa private entity, seeking public utility
status, using private land for their private gain. The eventual goal is to acquire eminent domain to
acquire agriculture businesses and land at rock bottom prices, with no regard to land depreciation
values (homes in the shadow of the route could be devalued as high as 50% to 90%), to move
electrical power to states that have repeatedly advised Congress that they don't want or need it

» Please, do your homework and become as knowledgeable as those 300+ members of the Illinois
Landowners Alliance. Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Sincerely,
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Dear County Board Member,

The following questions have been developed by several members of the Hlinois
Landowners Alliance (ILA). The express purpose of these questions is to challenge each of you to
research the issues with regard to Clean Line's (Rock Island Clean Line-RICL and Grain Belt
Express- GBE) high pressured sell-job that their high voltage transmission lines will bring jobs and
money to the County. Much research conducted by knowledgeable individuals has led businesses
and organizations, (Hlinois Farm Bureau, Commonwealth Edison and Ilinois Land Owners Allisnce)
to file interventions with the Illinois Commerce Commission. Such precedence indicates that this is
nota simple money flow-get rich quick proposition, but is to be regarded as “buyer beware” with
many hidden costs. .

L3

How many of these questions can you answer in good faith without looking to outside
resources? Please carefully consider the following questions before you make decisions that affect
privately owned property in the County.

1. Isiteven legal or ethical for the county to make an agreement with a PRIVATE company
impacting privately owned land? GBE doesn't have public utility status in IL, and is not
likely to have it soon, if ever. The last ICC hearing on the matter of RICL (1CC Docket 12-
0560) was December 2013. Navember 2014 the ICC ruled approving RICL as a merchant
transmission project with major conditions attached. GBE hasn't even filed with the ICC as of
now. Many other states are also involved in proceedings re: “Clean” Line projects. The lowa
Utility Board will be addressing Clean Line's request as are Tennessee, Kansas, Arkansas, and
presently Missouri is at the PSC.

2. Why is there unprecedented opposition to Clean Line’s 5 transmission projects?

Have you been following the Missouri Public Service Commission’s hearings regarding GBE

and seen what the PSC has said about the project?

4. Hasthe State’s Attorney read this proposal and determined the county's legal commitments
to CL’s project? ‘-

5. Is the monetary proposal the best offer that CL has to offer? How far will the proposed $$$3$
per year cover the ravages created by CL? What is CL offering other states and for how long?
Shouldn't this be a negotiation starting point for the county given this is a billion dollar
company?

6. Are you aware that the LaSalle County Board unanimously shelved the RICL agreement and
are considering a different costing approach?

7. Are youaware many of the Missouri counties who signéd letters of support for GBE have

ot

rescinded their support?
8. Have you factored in the 10-30% property value loss and the resultant loss of property tax of



the properties? Do you understand that this loss will be affected fin perpetuity?

9. Do you know the actual cost to the governments and entities (decreased tax base, land
devaluation, léss money for local schools, libraries, fire protection districts, less or no money
for the townships roads and bridges that will suffer the most from construction)?

10. Have you considered the devaluation of homes within one mile on either side of the
proposed transmission line, cause of which is the “view” of the proposed 200~foot high lattice

“towers? e

11. Do you know that “Cleafl Line”, the parent company, already has foreign investors?

12. What are the local environmental impacts, (e.g, wildlife, timber, soil erosion, etc.)? )

13. Has CL provided any CURRENT health or environmental studies to you proving this really is
safe for the public and the environment? _

14. What protection is there to the county if a Clean Line project goes bankrupt?

15. Are there hidden commitments that the county may have to pay in the future (e.g, liability
insurance, etc.)?

16, Do you understand the actual impacts to the local agricultural economy?

17. Can this line be placed where it will NOT crisscross agricultural lands?

18. Have you had a sit down discussion with the Farm Bureau to discuss this project?

19. What is Clean Line really giving you? Will you or your entity {county or community) really
benefit?

20. Will CL's lines interfere with GPS systems? Did they provide proof of a cirrent study proving
that? Will they put it in writing that their line WILL NOT cause any interferences? What
about interferences to other signals (Radio, FM two way communications, Satellite services,
others)?

21. Don't YOU see something really wrong with causing major impact in perpetuity on the
income and investment values of some county landowners/taxpayers for the short-term
benefit of the OTHER persons in the county?

22. Have you spoken to any of the local residents that will be impacted by this pro;ect?

23. Don’t the Jandowners impacted at least deserve a chance to question CL representativesin a
publichearlngand mamannerthatislegallybindingf!'rheymn make all the promises they
want, but they'll be long gone by the time it's clear that those "promises” aren't going to be

 upheld.

24. Is there a-real need for this power?

25. Wil this line benefit your LOCAL communities DIRECTLY?

26. Will your communities get access to the power?



27. What will that cost you to tap into that power?

28. Didtheytaﬁyouﬂ:atNOpowamnbeaddedmﬁﬁsline&umﬁluneorexisﬁngwind farms
without huge additional expenses to the Jocal development for a converter station?

29. Do you support IN state and local economic Projects or do you support out of state privately
owned pass through projects that DO NOT help the local economy?

30. How long will it remain a US owned company?

31.Whatwillynurobli@onsma.beifyou agree to their proposal?

32. Where is this line going to be? Permanent routing has not been fully defined.

33. Does CL havi any WRITTEN CONTRACTS with the Jocal umions to provide labor for the
Construction phase? { Are they really going to use ANY local workers?}

34.What else do they plan to use this easement for? Will such be resold? What will the firtare
owners do with the easements? Per their RICL contracts already handed out to some
landowners, they have carte blanche to do whatever they want to the easements in the
future - add, sell, transfer, et Their claims of actual impact are grossly underestimated and
do not include the access needed and'additions to the easements. Once a corridor is
established, can follow-on projects use/modify that corridor without regards to the
landowner’s rights, '

35. Whatpemtageofﬂmpowerwillbe'mean'andwhatpementagewiﬂbeﬁnm other
sources (Coal, Natural Gas)? Will they guarantee that the energy is absolutely clean?

36.HasCLtuldyuuifthaeareanydecommissioningplansforthefum? '

37.Wiﬂyomiocal-areabeﬁtteredﬁﬂltheirshuctqresinﬂle future when. the structures are no
longer useahle or itisno lon_ger feasible to upgrade or repair them?

38. Who will pay for the future clean up at the end of the life of thisline?

39. How long will Clean Line really own their propased lines?

Lastly, what is the rush to sign on with CL? CL is a private entity, seeking public utility

status, using private land for their private gain. The eventual goal is to acquire eminent domain to
acquire&gﬁ_uﬂh:re_businesssandlandatmckbothompﬁcs,withnoregardtolanddEprECiaﬁon
values (homes in the shadow of the route could be devalued as high as 50% to 90%), to move
electrical power to states that have repeatedly advised Congress that they don't want or need it.
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Dear County Board Member,

The following quastions have been developed by several members of the [llinois
Landowners Alliance (ILA). The express purpase of these guestions is to challenge each of you to
research the issues with regard to Clean Line's (Rock island Clean Line-RICL and Grain Belt
Express- GBE) high pressured sell-job that their high voltage transmission lines will bring jobs and
munsy to the County. Much ressarch conducted by knowledgeable individuals has led businesses
and organizations, {(Iknois Farm Bureay, Commonweslth Edison and iHlinois Land Owners Alliance)
to fili interventions with tha llinois Commerce Commission. Such precedence indicates that thds is
not a simple maney Bow-get rich quick proposition, but is to be regarded as “buyer beware” with
many hidden costs.

v

How many of these questions can you answer in good faith without looking to outside
resources? Plaase carefully consider the following questions before you make decisions that affect
privately owned property in the County.

1. Isitevenlesal or sthiical for the county to make an agreement with 2 PRIVATE company
impacting privately owned land? GBE doegn't have public utility status in [1, and is not
likely to have it soon, if ever. The kast IOC hearing on the matter of RICL (CC Docket 12-
0560) was December 2013. November 2014 the 1CC ruled approving RICL as a merchant
transmission project with major conditions attached. GBE hasn't even filed with the 1CC as of
BOW. Many other states are also involved in proceedings re: “Clean” Line projects. The lowa
Utility Board will be addressing Clean Line’s request as are Tennesses, Kansas, Arfuinsas, and
presently Missouri is at the PSC.

2. Whyis there unprecedented opposition tn Clean Line’s 5 transmission projects?

3. Have you been following the Missouri Public Service Commission’s hearings regarding GBE
and seen what the PSC has said about the project?

#. Has the State's Attorney read this proposal and determined the connty's legal commitments
to CL’s project? *-

5. Isthe monetary proposal the best offer that CL has to offer? How far will the proposed $55$
per year cover the ravages created by CL? What is CL offering other states and for how long?
Shoaldn't this be a negotiation starting point for the county given this is a hillion dollar
company? _

6. Arayou aware that the LaSalle County Board unanimously shelved the RICL agreement and
are considering a different costing approach?

7. Are you aware msny of the Missouri counties who signed letters of sapport for GBE have
rescinded their support?

8. Have you factored in the 10-30% property value [oss and the resultant loss of property tax of



the properties? Do you understand that this loss will be affectsd &z perpetuity?

9. Do you know the actual cost to the goveruments and emtities {decrsased-tax base, land
devaiuation, léss money for local schools, libraries, fire protection districts, less UF RO monEy
for the townships roads and bridges that will suffer the most from constraction)?

10. Have you considered the devaluation of homes within ane mile on eithersldeofthe
propmadttmsmlsshnline cause of which is the "'view" ofthe pmpnsedzoo ﬁaothig: lattice

11. Do you know that "Clead Line", the payent company, already has foreign investors?

12 What are the local environmental impacts, (e.g. wildlife, timber, soil erosion, stc.]? _

13. Has CLprovidsd anyCBRRENT heald:orenvirnnmenulmdlas to you pmvingthus reallyls
sefe for the public and the environment? :

14. What protection is there to the county if 2 Clean Line project goes bantorupt?

15. Are there hidden commitroents that the ommtymayhave t‘npay tn the future [e.g., hubility
insurance, eiej?- ¢ :

16. Dnjnuunderstandtheadnalimpacmmthelomlagriaﬂmralemnomﬂ

17. Can this line be-placed wheve it will NOT crisscross agricoltural Jands? :

18. Have you had a sit down discussion with the Farm Bureau to discués thisproject?

19. What Is Clean Line really giving you? Willyouorymn-enhty {county or commupity) really
bepefit? .

20.Will CL's lines interfere with GPS systems? Did they provide proof ofa current study proving
that? Will they put it tn' wiiting that their line WILL NOT cause any interferences? What
about interfersnces to other signals (Radio, FM two way cormmunications, Satellita services,
others)?

Z1. Don't YOU seasomething really wrong with causing major Impact in perpetuity on the
- income and investment values of some county Imduwnm‘sftnpayers farthe short-term
benefit of the OTHER persors in the couaty?

Z2. Have you spokan to eny of the local residents that will bennpactadbyﬂ:kpmjscﬂ
Z3. Don’t the landowners impacted at Jeast deserve 4 chance to questiony CL representatives ina
publlchearlngand mammathatislegﬂybmdlngrf‘!‘heymn mals all the promises thgy
*ant,bntﬂwy'll belonggonebymeﬁmait's t:leardmtthn.'.e ‘pmmisw'mn‘tg!nngtobe

~ upheld. .

24.Is there.a real hieed for this power? .

25. Will this line benefit your LOCAL communities DIRECTLY?

26. Will your commmuisities get access to the power?



27.‘Wlutwillthateostwummp intn that power?

28. Did they tell you that NO power can be added to this line from future or existing wind farms
without huge additional expenses to the local development for a converter station?

29.Doynusuppurtmm=mdlomlecnnomicpmjectsarduyousnpportomofsuheprlvately
ownedpa_sﬁ:mughpmjmthatDONOThelpthelocalamnonur?

30. How long will i remain a US owned company?

3LWhatwinyouroh!i@msmCLbeifybuagmetotheirmvpoal?

:32. Where s this lipe going to be? Permanent routing has not been fally defined.

33. Does CL have aty WRITTEN CONTRACTS with the local umions to provide labor for the
construction phase? (Amtheyrenﬂygoingmmemlncalwmn

34. What else do they plan to use this easement for? Will such be resold? What will the fizture
owners do with the aasements? Per their RICL contracts already handed outto some
mmﬁqhmmﬂmdemhmwwﬂmmmshﬂu
future - ada, sell, transfer, etc. Their daims of actual impact are grossly underestimated and
donatindud_ethemm_ndedapd'addiﬁonstothemm Oncea corridoris
established, can follow-on projects use/modify that corridor without regards to the
landowner’s rights.

ﬁ.mmmbgaofﬁepowwﬂlbe‘am'mdwhtpmwﬂlbeﬁnmm
sources (Coal, Natural Gas)? Will they guarantes that the energy is absolntely clean?

36, Has CL told you if there are any decommissioning plans for the futurs?

3?.Mﬂmloml‘mbeﬁnﬂ'adwi&tbdrmmmtheﬁm:rewhmﬂmsu-udnresmnu
longer useahle or it is no longer feesible to upgrade or répsir them?

38. Who will pay for the fature clean up at the end of the life of this line?

39.Iiuwio:g‘l!illﬂean!.inem!lvawn their propased lines?

Lastly, what is the rush to sign on with CL? CL is a private extity, seeking public nility
status, using private land for their privete gain. The eventual goal is o acquire eminent domxain to
aqumagipﬂhmbuﬁnammdlmdam&boﬁompﬁm%mmwdmhnddemdaﬁnn
values(homes[ntheshadawoﬂhemlmemﬂdbedevalnadashighas 5096 to 90%), to move
ehctricalpowermmtesmntlnvempmmdlyadvisedmnm&atﬂmrdontwntorneed it.

« Please, do your homework and become as knowledgeable as those 300+ members of the Hlinois

Landowners Alllance. Thank you for your tonsideration of ihis fcsne.
Sincerely, |



Curtis Watkins
Supervisor

Thomas Carter

Road Commissioner

Tina Zimmerman
Clerk

Mike Millburg
Trustee

Steve German
Trustee

Gene Wade
Trustee

Don Zimmerman

Trustee
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Dear County Board Member,

The following questions have been developed by several members of the Mlinois
Landowners Alliance (ILA). The express purpose of these questions is to challenge each of you to
reseﬁrchﬂleissueswiﬁnmgardmdaanﬁne's(kocklﬂmdﬂeanﬁn&m“dﬁmin Belt
Express- GBE) high pressured sell-job that their high voltage transmission lines will bring jobs and
money to the County. Much research conducted by knowledgeable individuals has led businesses
MOWMMMCOW&WMMMWM)
to file interventiotis with the Minois Commerce Commission. Such precedence indicates that this is
nota simple money flow-get rich quick proposition, but is to be regarded as *buyer beware” with
.many hidden costs. .

R

How many of these questions can you answer in good faith without looking to outside
resources? Hmmeﬁﬂywnﬁdu&efoﬂawhgqusﬁomb@mm@hdedﬁnmﬁataﬁed
privately owned propeity in the County. - e

L lsitevenmmbrthemummeahmwtﬁtha-mammmpany
impacting privately owned land? GBE doesn’t have public utility status in IL, and is not
likely to have it soon, if ever. The last ICC hearing on the matter of RICL: {ICC Docket 12-
0560) was December 2013. November 2014 the ICC ruled approving RICL as a merchant
transmission project with major conditions attached. GBE hasn't even filed with the ICC as of
how. Many other states are also involved in proceedings re: “Clean” Line projects. The lowa
Utility Board will be addressing Clean Line's request as are Tennessee, Kansas, Arkansas, and
presently Missouri is at the PSC.

2. Why is there unprecedented opposition to Clean Line’s 5 transmission projects?

3. Haye you been following the Missouri Public Service Commission’s hearings regarding GBE
and seen what the PSC has said about the project?

4. Has the State's Attorney read this proposal and determined the county’s legal commitments
to CL’s project? : .- -

5. Is the monetary proposal the best offer that CL has to offer? How far will the proposed $$33$
Pper year cover the ravages created by CL? What is GL offering other states and for how long?
Shouldn't this be a negotiation starting point for the county given this is a biltion dollar .

6. Areyou aware that the LaSalle County Board unanimously shelved the RICL agresment and
are considering a different costing approach?

7. Areyouaware many of the Missouri counties who signéd letters of support for GBE have

8. Have you factored in the 10-30% property value loss and the resnltant loss of property tax of



the properties? Do you understand that this loss will be affected #it perpetuity? _

9, Doyouknowtheadmlmstmﬂiegommmandmﬁﬁes[demedmbase,hnd
mmWhmmwammmmmmmm
forﬂ;etuwndﬂpamadsmdhﬂdgasﬂntwﬂlsnﬂ’erﬂnmost&omm)?

10. Hmyoumnsidamddmdemhmﬂonofhomesmminmmﬂeondﬁnrddeoﬂhe

' WWMmofwlﬂdlb&eWofmempomdmwmm
m‘?“ . i ! s f E '

uooyouknowthat-cleam.ine theparmtcompany almdyhasforagninmmrs?

IZWhatmtheloaleuv&omnema!mpacts {e.g, wildlife, timber, soil erosion, etc)? -

mHaCLproﬂdedanymRRENTheﬂthorenﬁmmmmlsmdiesmmmthkmanym
safe for the public and the environment? 5

14. - What protection is there to the county ifa Clean Line project goes bankrupt?
Am&aahddmmmihnmthatﬂ:emmtymayhavehmmthefnm(&g,habﬁty
insurance, etc}?- : : .

1&Domnndamdthemlbnpactstothelocaltgﬂculunalémw

17. Can this line be placed where it will NOT crisscross agricultural lands?

18. Have you had a sit down discussion with the Farm Bureau to discuss'thisproject?

19: WlmtlsChaanereaﬂygvmgm?mem oryourenﬁty[munlyormmmmty)mally
benefit? : &

20. Will CL's lines interfere with GPSsysmm? Did.ﬂ:eypmvlde proofofa clm‘em:swdypmvmg
that? Will they putit In wiiting that their line WILL NOT cause any interferences? What
MmmmbﬂusmkmﬂqmmmmuniﬁhmmmM
others)?

Z1. Don't YOU see something really wrong with causing major impact in perpetaity on the
incomeandinvesunentmtuesofmmecmmtyhndowners/mxpmts furtheshon-term
benefit of the OTHER persouns in the county? !

Zzﬂmmmmmofmehdmdmhﬂutwmhwby&nme&?

zanontmelmdownushnpmdaﬂeastdasemachaquMonCmemma
puhhchearhgmdmamannerﬂ:atislemﬂyhmmmeymmhamhepmnﬂsesthay
want, but they'll be lang gone by the time it's clear that those ‘pmmlses"aren‘l:gmngm be

. upheld |

24. Ismmama!mmrﬂmpaweﬂ

25, Will this line benefit your LOCAL commanities DIRECTLY?

26. Will your communities get access to the power?



27.Whatvﬁnthatmstyonwupﬁ:mﬂ:atpowar?

28, DidﬂneyhﬂyuuﬂmﬂOpmmbeaﬂdedhﬂﬂsﬁne&mfuﬂmoraﬁsﬁngwindfarms
without huge additional expenses to the local development for a converter station?

29. Do you support IN state and local emmnﬁcprojecswdoyousuppmtout‘ofsutepﬁwtely
owned pass through projects that DO NOT help the local economy?

30.Howlongwillitrmnﬁnal1$nwnedmmm?

SLWhatwmmrobMonsmCLbeifyquagme_mtheirmpml?

.32. Where is this lirie going to be? Permanent roiiting has not been folly defined,

53, Does CL havé atiy WRITTEN CONTRACTS with the local unions to provide labor for the
construction phase? (mmwmmmmmma

34. What else do they plan to use this easement for? Wll such be resoki? What will the fature
owners do with the easements? Per their RICL contracts already handed out to some
hndwm&eyhumﬂan@emdowhﬁvérﬂ;aymmthemminfhe
fatire - add, sell, transfer, etr- Their dlaims of actual impact are grossly undarestimated and
donotmdndeﬂmamneededan&adthﬁonsmthemm Once a corridor is

ss.mpamof&apmwmbe'ﬂm'dmmwmbe&omama
sources (Coal, Natural Gas)? Will they guarantee that the energy is absolutely clean?

%Hummuymifﬁmemanydmmisﬁnningphmfortbefuhne? '

37.Mﬂ'youtlocal-ambeliunredwlﬂlﬂleirsﬁummthefnmmen-ﬂlesundmasmno
!onpruseahleoritisnolongwfeadbh_mupyadeorrépah-ﬂwm? '

38. Who will pay for the future clean up at the end of the life of thisline?

39.Howiongwmmmme;eanymﬁeirmpmdﬁnas?



March 10, 2015
RICKS TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Lawrence Beaty ﬁaﬂwof_

Supervisor
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Trustee
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Trustee
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Trustee

Jerry Rutan %7_%
Trustee
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Jack Pearce, Paul Schmitz, Phil Schneider, Marilyn Voggetzer, Laura Wilkinson (14); nay (0);
absent Carol Foli, Charles DeClerck, Matt Wells (3). The motion carried. Chad Coady was
sworn in as Supervisor of Assessments by Judge Ron Spears. [NOTE: On May 20, 2014
Elected Officials salaries were set by the County Board for four years at $§62,697 annual for the
following offices: County Clerk, Circuit Clerk, Treasurer and Supervisor of Assessments.]

CHRISTIAN COUNTY FARM BUREAU OPPOSES CLEAN LINE ENERGY

During Committee meeting:

Over the past few months a representative has addressed the County Board as to the proposed
project Grain Belt Express Clean Line, a power transmission line to cross the southern part of
Christian County. The Committee received a packet of several letters from landowners, the
Farm Bureau and townships with comments and concerns about the proposed project. During
this Committee meeting, several county farmland owners attended in opposition of the project.
Steve Reinke, Joe Gleespen, and Phil Schneider are a few who spoke to the Committee with both
emotional and rational opinions. Their concerns as landowners consist of various items as to the
lack of investors for the project, the height of the towers and lines (for farming purposes), the
200’ wide easements, health concerns for the families who live close to those powerful DC lines,
the noise level, if for some reason this private company sells to someone else without the
landowners knowledge or input relative to the easement and foremost, the issue of a private
company attaining eminent domain. A motion was made by Phil Schneider and seconded by
Carol Foli to recommend to the full Board to authorize Chairman Schmitz to write a letter of
opposition of Grain Belt Clean Line LLC being allowed to use eminent domain to the Illinois
Commerce Commission. Discussion continued with many comments and questions being made
both pro and con. The motion was called for with a voice vote of all ayes. The motion carried
during Committee. A Grain Belt Clean Line Energy representative will attend the full Board
meeting to address any questions or comments.

During County Board meetin

Rick Cornell, representing Grain Belt Clean Line Energy spoke to the membership and a full
house of concerned farm owners and citizens. He explained he has previously spoken to the
Board several times over the past few months. This project is 750 miles of DC transmission
lines from west Kansas, through Missouri and Illinois to the Indiana border. They have filed two
proposed routes covering 22.8 miles in Christian County which could be 104 parcels of land is a
relative small number of landowners. The amount of compensation proposed to the County
funds would be $7,000/year/mile at approximately $160,000. It is Grain Belt’s obligation to
demonstrate to the Illinois Commerce Commission the need for this utility and the economic
benefits provided to the counties involved. In working with landowners, they must repair and
pay for properties with any with crop or drainage damage.

Tim Carlson asked the question to the visitors as to who was in favor of this proposal/project?
No one answered in favor, but began a series of questions from the visitors.
° What can happen to the easements purchased? A-they can be sold but only for the
same purpose.
Is there enough financing already obtained?
Will eminent domain be used? A-hopefully it would not be necessary but as a public
utility it could be used.
. Where will the line end, at a substation in Indiana?,..So no energy will be provided to
Illinois? A-a converter station will be located in Rolla, Missouri and Clark City, Illinois
. What about eminent domain? A-farmers would get compensation packages at 100%
appraised land value and hopefully they could reach agreements, but they may have to go
to eminent domain.

Nancy Handegan, representing the Christian County Farm Bureau spoke in opposition of the
Grain Belt Clean Line Energy project due to the eminent domain possibility to the landowner.
Chairman Schmitz also noted he had received letters of opposition from the townships of where
the proposed lines will be located. After discussion, a motion was made by Laura Wilkinson and
seconded by Marilyn Voggetzer to recommend and add to the original motion to authorize
Chairman Schmitz to write a letter of opposition to the Illinois Commerce Commission for the
purpose to oppose the project of the Grain Belt Clean Line LLC using eminent domain in
obtaining land for utility easement use. A roll call vote being necessary the ayes were Tim
Carlson, Ben Curtin, Fred Curtin, Donna Hibbetts, Ashley Linton, Mike McClure, Chad Michel,

March 17, 2015 (Page 959)
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A motion was made by Ben Curtin and seconded by Donna Hibbetts to purchase a new gas
powered pavement saw from United Rentals for $3,095.81. The motion carried.

OSBERNVILLE PLATTED ALLEYS TO BE REMOVED

A request was received from the Osbernville Elevator and the Mosquito Township Highway
Commissioner to vacate two alleys from the plat of the Village of Osbernville Original Town
Subdivision. These alleys were platted but have never been laid out or opened for public use.
The County Engineer and Township Highway Commissioner approve of the removal of these
platted alleys from the plat of the Village of Osbernville Original Town Subdivision. A petition
is being signed by the adjoining property owners indicating their concurrence in this action. A
motion was made by Marilyn Voggetzer and seconded by Matt Wells to recommend, contingent
upon receiving the signed petition, that the full board adopt ordinance O2015HY00# to remove
the referenced alleys firom the plat of the Village of Osbernville Original Town Subdivision and
to dispense with the reading. A roll call vote being necessary the ayes were, Fred Curtin, Donna
Hibbetts, Ashley Linton, Mike McClure, Chad Michel, Jack Pearce, Paul Schmitz, Phil
Schneider, Laura Wilkinson, Matt Wells, Aaron Allen, Tim Carlson, and Ben Curtin (14); nay,
Marilyn Voggetzer (1); absent Carol Foli, Charles DeClerck (2). The motion carried.

APPROVE BIBLE MARATHON READING

The annual request from Melissa Jones of the Christian County National Day of Prayer
Taskforce requested was received today for permission to conduct the marathon Bible reading
under the north portico from May 2 through May 5. A4 motion was made by Ben Curtin and
seconded by Tim Carlson to approve the event. The motion carried.

EVENTS AT THE COURTHOUSE THIS SPRING

Courthouse updates included a reminder of the Taylorville Arts Council Gala on April 18" and
the “It’s About Time” burial of the 175™ Celebration of Christian County and the City of
Taylorville. The time capsule event will also incorporate the birthday celebration of the 10" year
since the bronze statue of Abe Lincoln and the little pig carrying the “writ of quietus” was
dedicated. The joint event will take place at 10:00 am on Saturday, May 23. Groups,
organizations, schools, businesses, and churches are still encouraged to submit group photos for
the time capsule.

AUDIT/FINANCE COMMITTEE-03/16/2015
Report was given by Fred Curtin.

APPROVAL TO PAY MARCH CLAIMS

A motion was made by Fred Curtin and seconded by Jack Pearce to approve the claims
presented for payment in March. A roll call vote being necessary the ayes were Fred Curtin,
Donna Hibbetts, Ashley Linton, Mike McClure, Chad Michel, Jack Pearce, Paul Schmitz, Phil
Schneider, Marilyn Voggetzer, Laura Wilkinson, Matt Wells, Aaron Allen, Tim Carlson and Ben
Curtin(14); nay (0); absent Carol Foli and Charles DeClerck (2).The motion carried.

ICIT REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Chairman Paul Schmitz gave an update on last month’s ICIT liability obligation for the County
from the 2001 and 2009 Trust. If ICIT were to close out the 2001 Trust we would owe about
$46,614. To close out the 2009 Trust, it would be over $1.5 million and of that total, Christian
County’s portion would be 6.2% or $102,244.

IT SERVICE PROPOSAL

The department heads have many concerns as to the amount of money they are spending on
individual IT services. Computer Techniques of Taylorville is the primary provider of services
to the County offices and was asked to submit a proposal. Jeff Durbin was present to answer
questions on their proposal submitted to the department heads earlier in the day. Some changes
were requested and Durbin reported that he would be able to work with the department heads on
their requests. The Committee understands the necessity of an IT service to the offices and
would like to research how to pay for such a service. Over the next month, department heads
will be asked what they can contribute to this service for the rest of this budget year and the topic
will be back on the agenda next month.
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