
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY   )  

) 
Petitioner,  ) 

)   
vs.     )  No.     

) 
COUNTY OF CARROLL, and    ) 
MOUNT CARROLL TOWNSHIP  ) 

) 
Respondents.  ) 

) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Petition for an Order of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission authorizing the installation of additional 
railroad track and bridges at the crossings inventoried as 
DOT# 069 898 L (MP 139.42), and DOT# 069 897 T (MP 
138.69) at what are commonly known as Hickory Grove 
Road and Ashby Road near Savanna, IL and for 
determination of suitable and appropriate warning and 
traffic devices at or near the crossings. 

PETITION 

 NOW COMES Petitioner, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF), by its attorneys, Daley 
Mohan Groble, P.C., and respectfully petitions the Illinois Commerce Commission in this Petition, 
as follows: 
 

1. The Petitioner is a railway company which operates trains over its single mainline 
railroad track which runs, by compass direction, generally in a northwest/southeast direction 
through the political jurisdictions of Mount Carroll Township and Carroll County, in Illinois and 
over the existing grade crossings inventoried as DOT# 069 898 L (MP 139.42) and DOT# 069 897 
T (MP 138.69) at what are commonly known as Hickory Grove Road, and Ashby Road in said 
jurisdictions. 

 
2. The Respondents, County of Carroll and Mount Carroll Township, are political 

subdivisions of the State of Illinois. 
 
3. BNSF has developed a double main line track project through this area and these 

jurisdictions for which plans to install an additional track through each of the above crossings are 
proposed. Each of the crossings will require individual review as part of this Petition due to their 
unique characteristics. They are addressed, in turn, below as counts I and II. 
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Count I – Hickory Grove Road (DOT# 069 898 L, MP 139.42) 
 
4. Hickory Grove Road runs generally in a north/south direction near its intersection 

with the BNSF single main line track near Savanna, Illinois.  
 
5 The grade crossing formed by the intersection of Hickory Grove Road and the 

single main line track of BNSF is inventoried as DOT # 069 898 L, and is located at railroad 
milepost 139.42 near Savanna, Illinois. BNSF owns and maintains said railroad tracks and right of 
way at or near Hickory Grove Road. The crossing is currently equipped with warning devices 
consisting of automatic flashing lights and gates with constant warning time. 

 
6. The public street known as Hickory Grove Road is currently located on both the 

north and south sides of the aforementioned grade crossing and is and will be maintained, by and 
at the expense of the County of Carroll, Illinois. 

 
7.  The number of trains operated over this single mainline track is approximately 44 

trains per day. 
 
8. The timetable train speed is 60 miles per hour through the crossing. 
 
9. The Petitioner, in order to improve the efficiencies of the operations in the area 

and elsewhere, and enhance the public convenience in this and other counties, now needs to build 
a second main line track on its right of way parallel to and 20 feet north of the existing single main 
line track, and running through the aforementioned at grade crossing if approved. 
 

10.  The current roadway plan and profile for the project is attached hereto as Exhibit A 
to the Petition.  

 
11. Petitioner agrees to install asphalt on the immediate approaches and between the 

crossing planks of each track, and to modify the Northern approach to accommodate profile change 
in the roadway. Petitioner agrees to pay for these costs, and the costs associated with the 
installation of the additional track, crossing surface, and the proposed signals and related 
installations.  

 
12. Petitioner agrees to surface the existing single main line in order to have constant 

elevation across both tracks. 
 

13. Given the proposed changes in the area, Petitioner requests that the Commission, 
upon investigation and hearing, consider approving these plans, and make a determination of 
suitable and appropriate warning devices, and their location, at the aforementioned grade crossing.  
BNSF requests that automatic flashing lights and gates with constant warning time be deemed as 
suitable and appropriate warning devices. 
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14. If approved, BNSF will submit its signal plan, under a Form 3 to include the 
approved warning devices and requirements, and replacement of the existing signals to 
accommodate the second main line. 

 
15. It is in the interest of public safety and convenience to install the additional track at 

the crossing, have the Commission consider and determine suitable warning devices at the crossing 
and highway approaches, and to meet the need for improved efficiencies of rail operations in the 
area. 

 
Count II – Ashby Road (DOT# 069 897 T, MP 138.69) 

 
16. Ashby Road runs generally in a north/south direction near its intersection with the 

BNSF single main line track near Savanna, Illinois.  
 
17. The separated grade crossing formed by the intersection of Ashby Road and the 

single main line track of BNSF is inventoried as DOT # 069 897 E, and is located at railroad 
milepost 138.69 near Savanna, Illinois. BNSF owns and maintains said railroad tracks, bridge, and 
right of way at or near Ashby Road. The crossing currently consists of a railroad over bridge with 
an 18 foot roadway width below. 

 
18. The public street known as Ashby Road is currently located on both the north and 

south sides of the aforementioned crossing and is and will be maintained, by and at the expense of 
the County of Carroll, Illinois. 

 
19.  The number of trains operated over this single mainline track is approximately 44 

trains per day. 
 
20. The timetable train speed is 60 miles per hour through the crossing. 
 
21. The Petitioner, in order to improve the efficiencies of the operations in the area 

and elsewhere, and enhance the public convenience in this and other counties, now needs to build 
a second main line track on its right of way, to be constructed on a separate railroad over bridge 
structure parallel to and north of the existing single main line track and bridge, if approved. 
 

22.  The crossing plan and profile for the project is attached hereto as Exhibit B to the 
Petition.  

 
23. Petitioner proposes to install a new bridge structure on driven pile with a 50 foot 

horizontal clearance between the interior piers. The new structure, if approved, will be built 
consistent with the general bridge plan, which is attached hereto as Exhibit C to the Petition. 

 
24. Existing vertical clearance is 13 feet. The new structure will have a minimum 16 

foot vertical clearance. 
 
25. Clearance warning signs will remain the same. 
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26. Petitioner agrees to pay for the costs of installing the new bridge structure, the 
additional track and the related expenses to complete the project. 
 

27. Given the proposed changes in the area, Petitioner requests that the Commission, 
upon investigation and hearing, consider approving these plans. 
 

28. It is in the interest of public safety and convenience to install the additional track 
and bridge structure separating the grades at the crossing to meet the need for improved efficiencies 
of rail operations in the area. 

 
WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that this Honorable Commission will set the aforesaid 

matter for hearing as soon as possible with notice to the parties hereto, and after said hearing enter 
an order: 
 

1. Setting this matter for an expedited hearing on the proposed changes; 
 
2. Approving the installation of additional track and bridge structure at the public 

crossing inventoried as DOT# 069 897 T; 
 
3. Approving the installation of an additional track at the public crossing inventoried 

as DOT# 069 898 L; 
 

4. Determine appropriate and suitable warning and traffic control devices at the said 
Hickory Grove Road crossing, as well as the location of those devices; 

 
5. Determine a reasonable time period for completion of any work or improvements 

to be performed, and the allocation of costs; 
 
6. For other just and appropriate relief. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
BNSF Railway Company, Petitioner 
 
 
By: s/Robert J. Prendergast 
      Robert J. Prendergast  
     

Robert J. Prendergast 
Michael W. Shumate 
DALEY MOHAN GROBLE, P.C. 
Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company 
55 West Monroe Street, Suite 1600 
Chicago, Illinois, 60603 
Phone-(312) 422-9999 
Email-rprendergast@daleymohan.com 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I, Robert J. Prendergast, an attorney, hereby certify that on the 23rd day of April, 2015, I 
caused the foregoing PETITION to be served on attorneys/parties of record by e-filing the same 
with the Illinois Commerce Commission and by forwarding the same to the following at the email 
and/or street addresses listed below, before 5:00 p.m.: 
  

Kevin Vanderhooren 
Carroll County Highway Engineer 
10735 Mill Road 
Mt. Carroll, IL 61053 
coengr@carroll-county.net 
(Via email) 
 
Glen Heisler 
Mount Carroll Township Highway Commissioner 
1005 South Clay St. 
Mt. Carroll, IL 61053 

 (Via U.S. Mail) 
 
John Saladino 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 E. Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, IL 62701 
jsaladino@icc.illinois.gov  
(Via email) 
 

 
 
 
 
       s/Robert J. Prendergast  
             Robert J. Prendergast 
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AURORA, IL

EAST TO

VIEW A-A

A A

1 2 3 4

CDC19-10W

CDC19-10W

CDC19-10W

CDC19-10W

SEE SHEET 3 FOR SECTIONS B-B AND C-C.
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DP100 SDP138.66-1

SDP138.66-2

SDP138.66-1
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GENERAL PLAN  BUILD BRIDGE

+ 0.92% GRADE

ELEV.= 717.38

PROPOSED T/T

TOP OF TIE

ELEV.= 716.51

PROPOSED T/T

PW103 (TYP.)
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CAP CPC1 (TYP.)
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54'-0" WIDE FLANGE BEAM SPAN

RETAINING WALL

SOLDIER PILE
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0003-138.66-003 SECTION VIEWS 

0003-138.66-004

0003-138.66-005

0003-138.66-006

0003-138.66-007

0003-138.66-008

0003-138.66-009

0003-138.66-010

0003-138.66-011

0003-138.66-012

PILE PLAN

PRECAST CAP DETAILS

HANDRAIL DETAILS

DECK PLATE & HANDRAIL DETAILS

NOTES:

WITH EPOXY MORTAR.

AFTER ERECTION OF BEAMS, BURN OFF LIFTING LOOPS AT SURFACE OF CONCRETE AND PATCH 

 

WITH 8  •" x 28" x 6'-4" PLIES OF PREMOLDED JOINT FILLER.

FILL GAP BETWEEN END OF BEAM AND FACE OF PARAPET WALL

MARK NO.

TABLE OF LIFTING WEIGHTS
DESCRIPTION EST. WT.(LBS.)

PRECAST CONC. ABUTMENT CAP CPC1

PRECAST CONC. WING WALL PW103

WIDE FLANGE BEAM ASSEMBLY (3 BEAM SET)

ATTENTION !

BEFORE BEGINNING CONSTRUCTION.

LOCATION OF UNDERGROUND AND OVERHEAD UTILITIES 

CONTRACTOR'S SUPERINTENDENT IN CHARGE WILL VERIFY THE 

 

NOT GUARANTEED TO BE ACCURATE OR ALL INCLUSIVE.

LOCATION OF UNDERGROUND OR ABOVE GROUND UTILITIES IS

INFORMATION SHOWN ON THESE PLANS CONCERNING TYPE AND 

35,300CDC19-10W

57,700

SHP138.66-5 (B.S.)

SHP138.66-4 (B.S.)SHP138.66-4 (B.S.)

24,500

4,800

19'-10" PRESTRESSED CONC. DOUBLE BOX BEAM

B100 (TYP.)

EF

1
6
'
-

7
…

"

PILES (TYP.)

HP14x89

EWN

RETAINING WALL DETAILS

0003-138.66-013 MISC. DETAILS & BILL OF MATERIAL

PRECAST CONCRETE PANEL DETAILS

> ROADWAY & > EXIST. CONC. BOX

4 3 2 1

AND OR REFERENCES AND AS DIRECTED BY THE ENGINEER. 

BRIDGE ERECTION SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE DETAILS AS SHOWN ON THE PLANS 

 

AUGUST 2014.

BRIDGE ELEVATIONS BASED ON SURVTECH SURVEY DATED

 

DESIGN LOADING : COOPER E80 WITH DIESEL IMPACT.

CORR. FILE  BR. 138.66, LINE SEG. 0003 AT NEAR BURKE, IL.

091 & 094.

STANDARD PLAN FOR PRECAST CONCRETE MEMBERS, PLAN NO. 0000-17902-090,

SINGLE TRACK. PLAN NO. 0000-17902-076 THROUGH 099.

BNSF/UP STANDARD PLANS 28' & 33' PRESTRESSED CONCRETE SPANS, 

PLAN NO. 500000, DWG. BG1, BG2,& BG3.

BNSF/UP BRIDGE STANDARDS 30" x 7'-0" DOUBLE CELL BOX GIRDER.

BEARING DETAILS 

54'-0" BEAM DETAILS 

FRAMING DETAILS 54'-0" SPAN

STRUCTURAL STEEL FRAMING PLAN 54'-0" SPAN

CMH

36,370PRECAST CONC. BENT CAP SPC138.66-1

2,140SPW138.66-1

7,350

5,700

PRECAST CONCT. PANEL

PRECAST CONCT. PANEL

PRECAST CONCT. PANEL

SPW138.66-2

SPW138.66-3

OF PARAPET

INSIDE FACE 

OF PARAPET

INSIDE FACE 

3

12
12

3

F.S. DENOTES FAR SIDE

N.S. DENOTES NEAR SIDE

B.S. DENOTES BOTH SIDES

SHP138.66-6 (N.S.)

SHP138.66-3 (F.S.)
SHP138.66-3 (N.S.)

SHP138.66-6 (F.S.)

ELEV. = 712.44

LOW STEEL

PAVEMENT (TYP.)

CONC. SLOPE

LOCATION

TABLE OF ELEVATIONS
TOP/TIE

ABUT. NO. 1

BENT NO. 2

TOP/CAP PILE CUTOFF

717.38

717.20

716.51

713.49

712.56

712.61

711.49

709.89

710.61

716.70 712.06 709.39BENT NO. 3

ABUT. NO. 4

WATERPROOFING:

   BNSF RAILWAY CO. FOR APPROVAL.

   FOR THE WATERPROOFING SYSTEM TO THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR STRUCTURES DESIGN, 

   DETAILED APPLICATION PROCEDURES, MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS AND SHOP DRAWINGS 

   THE PRESTRESSED DBL. CELL BOX GIRDER SPANS. CONTRACTOR SHALL SUBMIT 

   CURBS. NO WATERPROOFING ACROSS THE JOINTS. NO WATERPROOFING REQUIRED ON 

B. WATERPROOFING SYSTEM SHALL BE APPLIED TO BRIDGE DECK AND INSIDE FACE OF 

     

   SURFACE ONLY. 

   HAVE ONE •" THICK LAYER OF ASPHALT PROTECTION BOARDS PLACED ON THE DECK 

   (816) 561-9996, MAY BE USED. SPRAY APPLIED WATERPROOFING SYSTEMS SHALL 

   MANUFACTURED BY BRIDGE PRESERVATION, LLC, KANSAS CITY, MO. 64171, 

   AT THE  OPTION OF THE CONTRACTOR, A SIMILAR SPRAY APPLIED SYSTEM 

   LLOYD, 420 SACKETT ROAD, NORTH HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06473, (203) 230-9448. 

   SEAMLESS ELASTOMERIC WATERPROOFING MEMBRANE AS MANUFACTURED BY STIRLING-

A. WATERPROOFING SYSTEM SHALL BE 120 MIL ACRYLIC-BASED, COLD SPRAY APPLIED, 

AUTH:           

ASST. DIRECTOR STRUCTURES DESIGN

R

APPROVED:

BRIDGE ENGINEERING    KANSAS CITY, KS

LINE SEG: 0003 SHEET:   OF 13

DES:

DRAWN:

CHECK:

BRIDGE NUMBER 138.66

AURORA TO NORTH LA CROSSE

OVER ASHBY ROAD NEAR BURKE, IL

DATE: DEC. 2014

DLarsen
Alpha White Exhibit
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