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September 17, 2014 
 
Mr. Kenneth Lynn, Consulting Environmental Scientist 
Ameren Services 
1901 Chouteau Ave. 
P.O. Box 66149, MC 635 
St. Louis, MO 63166 
 
RE: Faraday – PPG Transmission Line, Macon County 
 IDNR Environmental Resources Review 
 EcoCAT Review #1503829 
 
Dear Mr. Lynn: 
 
This letter provides IDNR’s comments resulting from its review of the approved route between the 
approved Faraday Substation and the PPG industrial center in Mt. Zion. 
 
This review considered potential avian impacts; potential effects to species listed as endangered or 
threatened by the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board and their essential habitats; potential 
effects to sites identified in the Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI Sites); potential effects to State 
Parks; potential effects to large forest blocks or grasslands; and potential effects to wetland resources. 
 
Eagles.  Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus.  More than 5,000 Bald Eagles, were present in Illinois 
during the Winter Count of 2014, shattering prior records.  About 90% of these birds were concentrated 
along the Mississippi River, with most of the remainder concentrated along the Illinois River. 
 
However, an active Bald Eagle nest was present in 2010 in the Sangamon River bottoms below Lake 
Decatur, between US Route 51 and State Route 48.  Federal guidelines consider activities within 10 
miles of a nest to have the potential to affect Bald Eagles.  Virtually the entire area under consideration 
for this project lies within ten miles of the known nest location. 
 
Immature Bald Eagles tend to return to the vicinity of the natal nest for several years before mating and 
establishing their own territories.  The riparian woods along Sand Creek, Finley Creek, and Big Creek 
may provide potential nesting sites for this species which would be much closer to the proposed 
transmission lines.  The Department anticipates the proposed lines will follow established design 
guidance for avoiding electrocution of large raptors and minimizing potential collisions with power 
lines. 
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Golden Eagle, Aquila chrysaetos.  These birds are being reported in increasing numbers, as well, but 
are only winter residents.  This species has been identified along the Mississippi River as far south as 
Monroe County in recent years.  The Department is unaware of reports of this species along the 
approved route, but the presence of this species is likely, from time to time.  The Department notes an 
injured Golden Eagle was retrieved from a corn field near Champaign-Urbana in October 2013, 
demonstrating that this species appearance in the area, although irregular, is more than speculative. 
 
Both species are vulnerable to collision with power lines and electrocution while perching.  The 
Department recommends the design and configuration of the power line and its supporting structures 
employ the methods recommended by the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC) to limit 
Eagle injury/mortality.   
 
As you know, each of these species is protected by the federal Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act.  
The Department recommends a late winter/early spring survey to assure that no new nests have been 
built within 660 feet of the proposed route, prior to beginning construction.  If such a nest is found, 
Ameren should promptly consult with the Fish & Wildlife Service to determine the best means of 
proceeding. 
 
Endangered Bats.  Wooded areas of Macon County fall within the geographic range of populations of 
the Indiana Bat, Myotis sodalis and the Northern Long-Eared Bat, Myotis septentrionalis.  The 
Indiana Bat is federally-listed as endangered and state-listed as endangered.  The Northern Long-Eared 
Bat will become federally-listed as endangered in April 2015, whereupon it will automatically become 
state-listed, as well.  The USFWS has already issued guidance stating that those operations which may 
result in taking the Northern Long-Eared Bat after October 2014 should be treated as though they will 
take a listed species, beginning immediately. 
 
Indiana Bat, Myotis sodalis. The Indiana Bat and the Northern Long-Eared Bat hibernate in caves and 
mines in the winter, but roost in trees during the summer activity season, which extends from late March 
through mid-November.  The forested stream valleys of Macon County provide suitable summer habitat 
for the Indiana Bat, but the Department has no records of the capture of this species in Macon County.  
This does not mean the species is absent, but limited survey efforts may not have detected its presence.   
 
Northern Long-Eared Bat, Myotis septentrionalis.  The Northern Long-Eared Bat is more common 
than Indiana Bat, and may be presumed to be present in suitable habitat in Macon County.  Its life 
history and behavior are very similar to that of the Indiana Bat, save that it is far more abundant than the 
Indiana Bat and, during summer roosting will use much smaller (thus younger) trees.  The Department is 
currently unaware of specific capture records for this species in Macon County, but it has long been 
regarded as one of the more common bats of Illinois. 
 
If a presumption of presence is rejected, the Department recommends mist-netting and acoustic surveys 
during June to characterize bat activity and populations along the route.  The eastern primary route 
intersects wooded areas mainly at a single point, to cross Finley Creek.  To avoid violating protective 
statutes, tree-clearing should occur before April 1 or after November 15.  Tree removal between these 
dates is not unlawful, but should be preceded by mist-net and acoustic surveys to avoid felling any trees 
currently in use by Indiana Bats or Northern Long-Eared Bats.  (Maternity colonies of these species will 
not be sharing a maternity roost.)  Felling such trees while they are in use is a violation of both state and 
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federal statutes.  Northern Long-Eared Bats may roost in trees as small as three inches diameter-at-
breast-height (dbh), while Indiana Bats prefer larger trees (generally > nine inches dbh). 
 
Mist-netting activities, which require permission from both federal and state agencies, should be 
supplemented by radio-telemetry.  Female Indiana Bats forage an average distance of 2.5 miles from a 
primary roost tree.  Hence, a mist-net capture of lactating females may not indicate a roost tree near the 
crossing area.  Radio-telemetry aids in identifying the specific locations of roosts. 
 
Both state and federal statutes provide procedures for obtaining permission to take listed bats 
incidentally during other lawful activities, such as power line construction.  However, the procedures 
differ in important respects, and state and federal permits must be obtained separately, if avoidance 
measures are deemed insufficient to guarantee no prohibited taking will occur. 
 
Wild Hyacinth, Camassia angusta.  Illinois’ only population of the Wild Hyacinth is found along 
Route 51 several miles west of the project area.  While the project will not alter or modify the essential 
habitat of that population, it may be possible that small patches of degraded prairie vegetation may still 
exist elsewhere in the vicinity.     This species can only be identified during its flowering period in early 
June.  The Department recommends the project avoid any areas of remnant prairie that may exist within 
the project’s limits.  If avoidance is not possible, the Department recommends an early June survey 
(whose scheduling should match the flowering period of the known population) to determine if this 
species is present and, if so, avoid harming it any way.  Any previously unidentified occurrence should 
be immediately reported to the Department of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage Division. 
 
Illinois Natural Area Inventory (INAI) Sites.  The Elwin Botanical Area INAI Site is located along 
US Route 51 south of Elwin for approximately one mile.  This INAI Site supports the only known 
population of the endangered plant, Wild Hyacinth, Camassia angusta.  The INAI Site is several miles 
west of the project area and will not be adversely modified or affected. 
 
Dedicated State Nature Preserves and Land & Water Reserves.  There are currently no Nature 
Preserves or Land & Water Reserves within view of the power line routes. 
 
State Parks.  Spitler Woods State Park, much of which is dedicated as the Spitler Woods Nature 
Preserve is located just over a mile and a half east of the project area.  The transmission line will not be 
visible from Spitler Woods and no adverse effects are anticipated.  
 
Forest or Grassland Blocks.  There are no large forest blocks in the project area.  The East Primary 
Route will result in the fragmentation of riparian woodlands along Finley Creek, whereas the West 
Primary and Alternate Routes will avoid any significant fragmentation of existing woodlands. 
 
Wetland Resources.  Wetlands may be encountered along Finley Creek and its tributaries.  
Construction is likely to alter the vegetative community of any forested wetlands. 
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The Department of Natural Resources appreciates this opportunity to comment on the potential wildlife 
issues facing this project.  Should there be any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Keith M. Shank 
Division of Ecosystems and Environment 
keith.shank@illinois.gov 
(217) 785-5500  
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Applicant: IDNR Project Number:

Address:
Contact: Kenneth Lynn

1901 Chouteau
St. Louis, MO 63103

Date:
 

Project:
Address:

Faraday-PPG Transmission Project
Rural Mt. Zion, Mt. Zion

Description:  Six-to-eight miles of 138 Kv transmission line between the Faraday Substation and the 
PPG Substation.

09/10/2014
1503829Ameren Corporation

Natural Resource Review Results
Consultation for Endangered Species Protection and Natural Areas Preservation (Part 1075)

The Illinois Natural Heritage Database shows the following protected resources may be in the vicinity of the 
project location:

Elwin Botanical Area INAI Site
Spitler Woods INAI Site
Spitler Woods Nature Preserve 
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
Wild Hyacinth (Camassia angusta)

An IDNR staff member will evaluate this information and contact you within 30 days to request 
additional information or to terminate consultation if adverse effects are unlikely.

Location
The applicant is responsible for the 
accuracy of the location submitted 
for the project.

County: Macon

Township, Range, Section:
15N, 2E, 1
15N, 2E, 12
15N, 2E, 13
15N, 2E, 24
15N, 2E, 25
15N, 3E, 5
15N, 3E, 6
15N, 3E, 7
15N, 3E, 8
15N, 3E, 15
15N, 3E, 16
15N, 3E, 17
15N, 3E, 18
15N, 3E, 19
15N, 3E, 20
15N, 3E, 21
15N, 3E, 22
15N, 3E, 27
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15N, 3E, 28
15N, 3E, 29
15N, 3E, 30

Local or State Government Jurisdiction
Illinois Commerce Commission

 

IL Department of Natural Resources 
Contact
Keith Shank
217-785-5500
Division of Ecosystems & Environment

Disclaimer

The Illinois Natural Heritage Database cannot provide a conclusive statement on the presence, absence, or 
condition of natural resources in Illinois. This review reflects the information existing in the Database at the time 
of this inquiry, and should not be regarded as a final statement on the site being considered, nor should it be a 
substitute for detailed site surveys or field surveys required for environmental assessments. If additional 
protected resources are encountered during the project’s implementation, compliance with applicable statutes 
and regulations is required.

Terms of Use

By using this website, you acknowledge that you have read and agree to these terms. These terms may be 
revised by IDNR as necessary. If you continue to use the EcoCAT application after we post changes to these 
terms, it will mean that you accept such changes. If at any time you do not accept the Terms of Use, you may not 
continue to use the website.

1. The IDNR EcoCAT website was developed so that units of local government, state agencies and the public 
could request information or begin natural resource consultations on-line for the Illinois Endangered Species 
Protection Act, Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act, and Illinois Interagency Wetland Policy Act. EcoCAT uses 
databases, Geographic Information System mapping, and a set of programmed decision rules to determine if 
proposed actions are in the vicinity of protected natural resources. By indicating your agreement to the Terms of 
Use for this application, you warrant that you will not use this web site for any other purpose.

2. Unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information on this website are strictly prohibited and 
may be punishable under the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act of 1986 and/or the National Information 
Infrastructure Protection Act.

3. IDNR reserves the right to enhance, modify, alter, or suspend the website at any time without notice, or to 
terminate or restrict access.

Security

EcoCAT operates on a state of Illinois computer system. We may use software to monitor traffic and to identify 
unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information, to cause harm or otherwise to damage this 
site. Unauthorized attempts to upload, download, or change information on this server is strictly prohibited by law. 

Unauthorized use, tampering with or modification of this system, including supporting hardware or software, may 
subject the violator to criminal and civil penalties. In the event of unauthorized intrusion, all relevant information 
regarding possible violation of law may be provided to law enforcement officials.

Privacy

EcoCAT generates a public record subject to disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act. Otherwise, IDNR 
uses the information submitted to EcoCAT solely for internal tracking purposes.
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Koch, Matthew

From: Barnes, Jeannie <Jeannie.Barnes@Illinois.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, October 08, 2014 2:55 PM
To: Lynn, Kenneth W
Cc: Shank, Keith
Subject: RE: Mt. Zion Heron Rookery

As far as I know there were great blue herons using this rookery. Rookeries are mapped in the Natural Heritage 
Database and thus make it into EcoCAT, but only after we receive a report and location information. I knew about this 
rookery, but didn’t know the exact location so I wasn’t able to map it earlier. 
 
Jeannie 
 

From: Lynn, Kenneth W [mailto:KLynn@ameren.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 08, 2014 7:33 AM 
To: Barnes, Jeannie 
Cc: Shank, Keith 
Subject: RE: Mt. Zion Heron Rookery 
Importance: High 
 
Thanks…do you know if there are any reports of state‐listed heron/egret species utilizing the site (e.g., little blue heron, 
snowy egret, yellow or black crowned night heron)? If there were, I would assume that would have shown up in the 
EcoCat database review…. 
 

From: Barnes, Jeannie [mailto:Jeannie.Barnes@Illinois.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 3:13 PM 
To: Lynn, Kenneth W; Jansen, Roger 
Subject: Mt. Zion Heron Rookery 
 
Kenny, 
The heron rookery south of Mt. Zion is west of Kraft Rd. and north of Hopewell Rd. I have attached a Google Earth file 
which contains a polygon of the field and tree line that the folks who observed it described to me. Jim & Judy Oettel 
called me last spring to report the rookery. They said there were at least 13 nests at that time. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  
 
Jeannie Barnes 
 
Natural Heritage Database 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 
217/782‐2954 
 

The information contained in this message may be privileged and/or confidential and protected from disclosure. 
If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering 
this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of 
this communication is strictly prohibited. Note that any views or opinions presented in this message are solely 
those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of Ameren. All e-mails are subject to monitoring and 
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archival. Finally, the recipient should check this message and any attachments for the presence of viruses. 
Ameren accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. If you have received 
this in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying to the message and deleting the material from any 
computer. Ameren Corporation  
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MEETING NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faraday to PPG Transmission Project: Illinois Department of 
Agriculture Meeting  
 

Date and Time 11/6/14 

Attendees  

 Ameren 

Rick Trelz 

Craig Hiser 

 

IL DOA 

Steve Chard [SC] 

Terry Savko [TS] 

  

 

 

Location Illinois Department of Agriculture 

801 E Sangamon Avenue 

Springfield, IL 62702 

 

Meeting Notes 
Summary of Highlights 

 Ameren presented an oversized Routing Board showing Preliminary Routes within the defined Project Area.  
 

 Ameren informed Staff the ICC filing will seek approval for 2 single circuit 138 kV lines and would be single self‐supporting 
steel poles anchored in concrete foundations. 

 

 Ameren indicated each line would be approximately 6.5 to 8.0 miles in length. 
 

 Ameren indicated 100’ wide easement widths.  
 

 Ameren stated this Project has a 2016 in‐service date. 
 

 Ameren indicated the ICC filing is anticipated for December 2014 or January 2015 and will be filed under Section 8‐406.1. 
 

 TS mentioned they have been pleased with Ameren’s commitment of abiding to the terms of previously agreed upon AIMAs 
for ongoing Projects. 

 

 TS & SC both felt the IDOA would not have any opposition to this Project. 
 

 Ameren provided a Draft of the proposed AIMA. It was agreed the same would be forwarded via email to TS in a WORD file 
for review and revisions, if applicable. 

 

 Ameren asked for a projected turnaround time for a signature ready AIMA. SC mentioned that since there will be a new 
Governor at the State of Illinois as a result of the recent election, the Director of the IDOA will more than likely change as 
well. Attempts will be made to have the AIMA signed prior to the anticipated change. 
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