
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

              
 
BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY,   ) 
       )  
    Petitioner,  ) 

v.     )    Case No.  
    ) 

COUNTY OF WILL, and    ) 
WILMINGTON TOWNSHIP,          ) 
ILLINOIS,      ) 

 ) 
Respondents. ) 

              
 
Petition for an Order of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission authorizing the re-configuration of the 
railroad tracks at the grade crossing inventoried as 
DOT #004 396 U (M.P. 52.76) at what is commonly 
known as Lorenzo Road near Wilmington, IL;  the 
relocation of an existing track and the construction 
of additional railroad tracks at the grade crossing 
inventoried as DOT #004 400 G (M.P. 54.66) at 
what is commonly known as Murphy Road near 
Wilmington, IL; and as well as determination and 
approval of suitable and appropriate warning 
devices at or near both crossings.    

 
PETITION 

 
TO THE ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION: 
 
 NOW COMES Petitioner, BNSF Railway Company (BNSF), by its attorneys, Daley 
Mohan Groble, P.C., and respectfully petitions the Illinois Commerce Commission in this 
Petition, as follows: 
 

1. That Petitioner is a railway company which operates trains over its railroad tracks 
which run, by compass direction, generally in a northeast/southwest direction near and through 
Wilmington Township, Will County, Illinois. 
 
 2. The Respondents, County of Will and Wilmington Township, are political 
subdivisions of the State of Illinois. 

 3. Lorenzo Road runs generally in an east/west direction near its intersection with 
BNSF’s railroad tracks near in or near Wilmington, Illinois. 

 4. Murphy Road runs generally in an east/west direction near its intersection with 
BNSF’s railroad tracks in or near Wilmington, Illinois. 
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5. The grade crossing formed by the intersection of Lorenzo Road and BNSF’s 

railroad tracks currently consists of two main line BNSF tracks, a siding, and a lead track over 
which BNSF operates from its main line to serve a nearby industrial facility.  This grade crossing 
is inventoried as DOT # 004 396 U, and is located at railroad milepost 52.76 near Wilmington, 
Illinois. BNSF owns and maintains the four railroad tracks, and right of way, at or near Lorenzo 
Road.  The crossing is currently equipped with warning devices consisting of mounted 
automatic flashing lights and gates, with constant warning time (CWT). 

 
6. The public street known as Lorenzo Road is currently located on both the east 

and west sides of the aforementioned grade crossing and is and will be maintained, by and at 
the expense of the County of Will, Illinois. 
 

7. The number of trains operated over the Lorenzo Road crossing is approximately 
70 trains per day. 
 

8. The Petitioner, in order to improve the efficiencies of the operations in the area 
and elsewhere, and enhance the public convenience in this and other counties, now needs to 
reconfigure the east mainline track, to reconfigure another track to serve a support yard to be 
built on its right of way from near Lorenzo to Murphy Road, and to relocate the industrial lead 
track at the crossing to more efficiently serve the nearby industrial facility in the area. The 
reconfiguration of the tracks at Lorenzo Road is proposed to be built consistent with the road 
profile and plan set forth in Petitioner’s Exhibit A, and by this reference is made a part hereof. 

 
9. As set forth Exhibit A, both main lines, the service track, and the lead will run 

through the aforementioned at grade crossing at Lorenzo Road, and, if approved, the crossing 
will continue to have four tracks within the same overall crossing surface.  

 
10. The grade crossing formed by the intersection of Murphy Road and the two main 

line BNSF tracks, is inventoried as DOT # 004 400 G, and is located at railroad milepost 54.66 
in or near Wilmington, Illinois. BNSF owns and maintains said railroad tracks and right of way at 
or near Murphy Road.  The crossing is currently equipped with warning devices consisting of 
mounted automatic flashing lights and gates, with constant warning time (CWT). 

 
11. The public street known as Murphy Road is currently located on both the east 

and west sides of the aforementioned grade crossing and is and will be maintained, by and at 
the expense of the Wilmington Township, Illinois. 
 

12. The number of trains anticipated to operate over Murphy Road crossing will be 
close in number to those which operate over Lorenzo Road. 
 

13. The Petitioner, in order to improve the efficiencies of the operations in the area 
and elsewhere, and enhance the public convenience in this and other counties, now needs to 
install four new siding tracks on the east portion of the crossing and its right of way to provide 
access to the new support yard, which will parallel the mainline tracks, and will run through the 
aforementioned at grade crossing at Murphy Road if approved.    In addition to the installation of 
the siding tracks, BNSF needs to relocate its east main line track to immediately parallel its 
existing west main line track, consistent with the relocation of the east mainline track at Lorenzo 
Road discussed above.  The support yard tracks are of sufficient length where trains or cars 
parked on those tracks are able to be placed at least 500 feet from either crossing. 
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13. The proposed road plan and profile for the project at Murphy Road is attached 

hereto as Exhibit B, as by this reference made a part hereof.  
 
14. Given the proposed changes in the area, Petitioner requests that the 

Commission, upon investigation and hearing, or an agreed proceeding, consider approving 
these plans, and make a determination of suitable and appropriate warnings, including 
automatic flashing lights and gates with constant warning time, at the aforementioned grade 
crossings. 

 
15. At this time, Petitioner has no plans to relocate any of the signals at either 

Lorenzo or Murphy Road, as the overall location of the outside tracks is not expected to change 
where relocation of the signals would be indicated. 
 

16. Given the proposed changes in the area, BNSF will agree to pay all reasonable 
costs of any of the proposed changes to the tracks, surfaces and signal mechanisms at both 
crossings. 
 

17. It is in the best interest of the public at large to install the additional tracks and 
reconfigure the existing tracks as proposed for these crossings, have the Commission consider 
and determine suitable warning devices at the crossings and highway approaches, and to meet 
the need for improved efficiencies of rail operations in the area. 
 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that this Honorable Commission will set the aforesaid 
matter for an expedited hearing and/or determination, and after said hearing and/or 
determination enter an order: 
 

1. Approving the reconfiguration of the mainline, service and industrial lead tracks, 
including the change in designation of one of one main line tracks and the siding, at the public 
crossing inventoried as DOT #004 396 U; 

 
2. Approving the installation of four additional tracks for the new support yard, and 

relocation of the east main line track at the public crossing inventoried as DOT #004 400 G; 
 

3. Determine appropriate and suitable warning and traffic control devices at the said 
crossings, as well approve the location of those devices; 
 

4. Determine a reasonable time period for completion of any work or improvements 
to be performed; 

 
5. For other just and appropriate relief. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
BNSF Railway Company, Petitioner 
 
 
By: s/Robert J. Prendergast ____ 
 Robert J. Prendergast  
    

Robert J. Prendergast 
Kevin W. Baldwin 
DALEY MOHAN GROBLE, P.C. 
Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company 
55 West Monroe Street, Suite 1600 
Chicago, Illinois, 60603 
Phone-(312) 422-9999 
Fax-(312) 422-5370 
Email-rprendergast@daleymohan.com 

 
 
 

VERIFICATION 
 

I, Calvin Nutt, Manager Public Projects for the Petitioner, BNSF Railway 
Company, hereby certify pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/1-109 that I have read the foregoing 
Petition and the matters contained therein are believed true and correct based upon the 
information provided to me and reasonable inquiry made with respect to same. 
     

             
       By: s/ Calvin Nutt __________________ 
                 Calvin Nutt 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I, Robert J. Prendergast, an attorney, hereby certify that on the 9th day of 
January, 2015, I caused the foregoing PETITION to be served on attorneys/parties of 
record by e-filing the same with the Illinois Commerce Commission and by forwarding 
the same to the following at the email and/or street addresses listed below, before 5:00 
p.m.: 
  

Brian Vercruysse 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 E. Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, IL 62701 
Email: bvercruy@icc.illinois.gov 
  
 
Bruce Gould 
Director of Transportation, County Engineer 
16841 W. Laraway Road 
Joliet, IL 60433 
Email: highways@willcountyillinois.com 
(Via US Mail and email) 
 

 Bill Wiedling, Road Commissioner 
 Wilmington Township Road District 
 241 Winchester Court 
 P.O. Box 397 
 Wilmington, IL 60481 
 billweidling@gmail.com 
 (Via US Mail and email) 
 
 
       s/Robert J. Prendergast  
             Robert J. Prendergast 
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24" WHITE STOP BAR

YELLOW STRIPE (TYP)

4" SOLID DOUBLE

2" SOLID WHITE STRIPE (TYP)

SIGNAL BUNGALOW

DLarsen
Alpha White Exhibit


	VERIFICATION
	I, Calvin Nutt, Manager Public Projects for the Petitioner, BNSF Railway Company, hereby certify pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/1-109 that I have read the foregoing Petition and the matters contained therein are believed true and correct based upon the inform...
	CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE



