
STATE OF ILLINOIS
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION

Village of Elwood, Will County, Illinois,
Petitioner

v.

Union Pacific Railroad Company and State of
Illinois, Department of Transportation,

Respondents

Petition for an Order of the Illinois Commerce
Commission authorizing the establishment of a
new grade crossing at East Access Road with the
track of Union Pacific Railroad Company, in the
Village of Elwood, Will County, Illinois, directing
thereon the installation of automatic protection
devices and construction of the crossing proper
and dividing the cost among the parties, and
directing the closure of the existing grade crossing
at Chicago Avenue with the track of Union Pacific
Railroad in the Village of Elwood, Will County,
Illinois.

No. TO 1-0064

SUBMISSION OF CENTERPOINT INTERMODAL LLC
PROPOSED DRAFT INTERIM ORDER INSERT

Now comes CENTERPOINT INTERMODAL LLC ("CenterPoint"), by its attorneys
FREEBORN &PETERS LLP, hereby submits the following as a summary of its evidence and
position that it requests be included in any Interim Order entered by the Illinois Commerce
Commission:

CENTERPOINT'S EVIDENCE AND POSITION

CenterPoint's Eric Gilbert testified that safety is part of the company's core values and

that it is aware of safety issues at Walter Strawn Drive. Evidence was provided that CenterPoint

has made efforts to increase safety by reducing truck traffic at the Crossing by posting billboards

encouraging the use of Interstate-55 and Arsenal Road as a primary entrance to the CenterPoint
Intermodal Center and nearby industrial park, initiating efforts to obtain Will County Sherriff

escorts for funeral processions, and meeting with tenants to encourage them to use I-55 and

Arsenal Road. CenterPoint also has coordinated with traffic experts and the director of Lincoln

Cemetery in an attempt to develop an alternate funeral procession route. The purpose of the
alternate route would be to redirect processions away from the Strawn Road Crossing. The

alternate route calls for some infrastructure changes to be implemented, including new traffic

signals on IL-53.



CenterPoint provided testimony identifying concerns with a lack of feasible alternative
routes and a need for a traffic impact study to assess regional mobility and safety prior to closing
the Crossing and redirecting thousands of trucks a day for the duration of a temporary closure.
Testimony was also provided that closure of the Strawn Road Crossing would have an impact on
the traffic safety in the region by increasing the number of hours trucks would be on the
roadways and the number of trucks needed to deliver the same amount of goods to CenterPoint's
facilities. Specifically, the number of trucks will increase because Walter Strawn Drive is the
only heavyweight entry point into the park for trucks weighing more than 88,000 pounds. Other
trucks would be forced to travel an additional 20 to 30 miles to reach their destination within the
industrial park. For every 1,000 trucks diverted from the Crossing to enter CenterPoint on
Arsenal Road, that is an extra 20,000 — 30,000 miles of driving each day where trucks will be
interacting with other vehicular traffic on Illinois highways in the region. Traffic Engineer Karl
Fry testified that if the Strawn Road Crossing is closed, even temporarily, it would have a
negative safety effect on nearby roads and the surrounding region even as safety at the Crossing
is enhanced. In this case, closure of the Crossing would have afar-reaching impact on the region
by diverting heavy volumes of truck traffic to other roads. Because of this impact on the
region's traffic, Traffic Safety Engineer Karl Fry testified that before a closure of the Strawn
Road Crossing, a regional impact study — addressing both safety and mobility —must be
performed to determine the impact on total traffic safety in the region.

WHEREFORE, CenterPoint Intermodal LLC requests as follows:

A. The Administrative Law Judge adopt CenterPoint's summary of its evidence and
position to be included in the Interim Order and to make findings and orders consistent with that
evidence.

B. For such other and further relief as this Court deems just.

DATED: December 5, 2014 By: /s/ Michael J. Scotti III
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