
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

 

City of McHenry, Illinois, a municipal corporation, 
  Petitioner, 
 
v. 
 
The Union Pacific Railroad Company,  
 Respondent. 
 
Petition for an order of the Illinois Commerce Commission to 
permit the construction and maintenance of a pedestrian 
crossing on the south side of McCullom Lake Road, 
AAR/DOT #178 815V, railroad milepost 67.29 located in the 
City of McHenry, McHenry County, Illinois. 
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STAFF REQUEST FOR STATUS HEARING 
 
 Now comes Staff of the Commission (Staff), and in response to recent 
communications with representatives for the City of McHenry (City), states as follows: 
 
 

1. Representatives from HR Green Engineering, consultants to the City of McHenry 
contacted Staff with concerns regarding the project schedule and meeting the 
Commission completion date of October 31, 2015.  Email correspondence 
providing the timeline of activities and status update is attached herein as Group 
Exhibit 1.  

 
2. HR Green states that the project has missed the November 7, 2014, and January 

16, 2014 construction lettings.  In an effort to place the project on the March 6, 
2015, construction letting, cost estimates from the Union Pacific Railroad 
Company (UP) and any associated agreements are needed by January 16,  
2015.  
 

3. Staff is of the opinion that the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) should 
provide the needed cost estimates and plans for the project to the City and Staff 
by December 15, 2014, so that the UP/City Agreement may be finalized to allow 
the project to meet the January 16, 2015 deadline. 
 

4. Staff respectfully requests a Status Hearing in December of 2014 or January of 
2015, to ensure that the estimates and agreements are in place, and that the 
construction work for the 2015 season is coordinated so as to avoid further 
delays. 



STAFF REQUEST 
 November 26, 2014 

    
 
 
 
 

      Respectfully Submitted on November 26, 2014: 

       
      Brian Vercruysse, P.E. 
      Senior Rail Safety Specialist 

Illinois Commerce Commission 
      (312) 636-7760 mobile 
      bvercruy@icc.illinois.gov 
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STAFF REQUEST 
 November 26, 2014 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I, Brian Vercruysse, hereby certify that on the 26th day of November 2014, I 
caused the foregoing STAFF REQUEST FOR STATUS HEARING to be served on 
attorneys/parties of record by e-filing the same with the Illinois Commerce Commission 
and by forwarding the same to the following at the email addresses listed below. 
 
 
David W. McArdle 
Zukowski Rogers Flood & McArdle 
50 Virginia St. 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
dmcardle@zrfmlaw.com  
 
Mack H. Shumate, Jr. 
Union Pacific Railroad Company 
101 North Wacker Drive, Room 1920 
Chicago, IL   60606 
312/777-2055 
312/777-2065 (facsimile) 
mackshumate@up.com           
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From: Strzalka, Jeff
To: Vercruysse, Brian
Cc: Chaudhry, Akram
Subject: City of McHenry - McCullom Lake Road
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2014 11:53:50 AM

Brian,
 
Thanks for your insight this morning regarding our project on McCullom Lake Road within the City of
 McHenry. Below is a brief timeline of our coordination to date with Union Pacific.
 

·         On October 1, 2013 HR Green submitted the draft petition for review.
·         On February 23, 2014 the City of McHenry filed a petition requesting authority to construct

 a sidewalk over UPRR tracks.
·         Hearing held on April 1, 204.
·         Final Order dated May 7, 2014.
·         On July 1, 2014 UPRR (Claire) informed me over the phone that the force account

 agreement is definitely ‘in the works’ but not complete. UP has a new process which
 requires more review and approvals which has added additional time to the process. The
 final agreement ends up with Claire Anderson who will then notify us and the City. She
 anticipates the agreement being distributed in approximately one month. I informed her

 Final Plans and Final Agreements are due to Springfield on August 22nd, and August 1st is
 cutting it close. UP is aware of our schedule constraints. At that time we continued to target
 the August 1, 2014 state letting.

·         On September 10, 2014 Claire informed the City Engineer the UPRR continues to work on
 the agreement. This was our last response from UPRR.

 
Please follow up and see if you can help us with a status update regarding the agreement. If we do
 not get a response from Union Pacific we will proceed with filing a petition for a status hearing. Your
 help is much appreciated. Thank you.
 
 
 
Thank you,
 
JEFFREY STRZALKA, P.E.
Project Engineer
HR GREEN, INC.

420 N. Front Street  |  McHenry, IL 60050
Main 815.385.1778  |  Fax 815.385.1781  |  Direct 815.759.8359 
Learn more at HRGreen.com
 
The contents of this transmission and any attachments are confidential and intended for the use of the individual or entity to
 which it is addressed.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
 dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited.
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Vercruysse, Brian

From: Chaudhry, Akram <achaudhry@hrgreen.com>
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:10 AM
To: jnvenice@up.com
Cc: Pieper, Chad; Strzalka, Jeff
Subject: FW: UPRR crosiing @ McCullom Lake Road- City of McHenry
Attachments: FinalOrder.pdf

John: 
I am inquiring if you had a chance to look at our request. I also left you a voice message .  
Thanking  you for your help in this matter 
Akram 
 
 

From: Chaudhry, Akram  
Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2014 10:48 AM 
To: jnvenice@up.com 
Cc: ceanders@up.com; Jon M. Schmitt (jschmitt@ci.mchenry.il.us); Pieper, Chad; Strzalka, Jeff 
Subject: FW: UPRR crosiing @ McCullom Lake Road- City of McHenry 
 
 
 

From: Chaudhry, Akram  
Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2014 10:46 AM 
To: 'jnvenice@up.com'' 
Cc: 'ceanders@up.com'; 'Jon M. Schmitt'; Pieper, Chad; Strzalka, Jeff 
Subject: FW: UPRR crosiing @ McCullom Lake Road- City of McHenry 
 
John: 
I forgot to attach the ICC order  with my e‐mail to you on November 3rd.  We are quite hopeful that you can expedite our 
request and provide the City with the Force Account  work Agreement for execution so we can keep this project moving 
and avoid postponing another letting 
 
Thank you very much for your assistance 
Akram 
 
 

From: Chaudhry, Akram  
Sent: Monday, November 03, 2014 12:01 PM 
To: 'jnvenice@up.com' 
Cc: 'ceanders@up.com'; Jon M. Schmitt (jschmitt@ci.mchenry.il.us); Pieper, Chad; Strzalka, Jeff 
Subject: UPRR crosiing @ McCullom Lake Road- City of McHenry 
 
John: 
On behalf of City of McHenry, we coordinated this project with ICC and UPRR for a new Sidewalk that crosses UPRR 
tracks at McCullom Lake Road in the City of McHenry. On February 23, 2014 the City of McHenry filed a petition 
requesting authority to construct a sidewalk over UPRR tracks. The following facts were presented at the hearing held 
on April 1, 2014: 
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UPRR will add concrete panels to its existing crossing surface to extend south enough to serve as the crossing surface for 
the 7 foot wide path. The remainder of the path will be asphalt and UP will install the first 3 feet of the asphalt out from 
the concrete panels on each side. Warning devices at the vehicle crossing include flashing warning lights and a bell on 
the north side of the road. UP will add a bell on the south to help alert pedestrians. The City will install the rest of the 
asphalt path and erect a sign stating “Stop” and “Look for Trains.” The City will pay for all costs associated with the path 
and will reimburse UP for all of its design work, labor and materials. The City will maintain the path up to 2 feet from 
each rail. UP will be responsible for maintaining the path crossing surface to a point 2 feet outside of each rail. UP and 
Staff had no objection. The Final Order was dated May 7, 2014 and is attached  herewith.  
 
On July 1, 2014 UPRR informed us over the phone that the force account  agreement for the above work is definitely ‘in 
the works’ but not complete. UP has a new process which requires more review and approvals which has added 
additional time to the process. Once complete, Ms.  Claire Anderson the  final agreement to the City  of McHenry and 
also notify HR Green.  Claire anticipated agreement being distributed  to various departments in 1st week of  August.  We 
informed her that Final Plans and Final Agreements are due to Springfield on August 22nd, to make the November 7, 
2014 State letting. We were quite hopeful that the agreements will be signed in time for the City to make the November 
7 , 2014 State letting.   To date the City has not yet received the Force Account Agreement; consequently, the City has 
missed the scheduled November 7, 2014 State lettings . It appears that the City would also miss the January 16, 2015 
State letting  as the Agreement for the January 16, 2015 State letting must be in place by November 21, 2014  .  The 
project is being financed  with Federal and City funds. The delay in scheduled State letting of this project may jeopardize 
the use of Federal funds. We are respectfully requesting that you work with Claire and provide the City Force Account 
Agreement in a timely manner so the City can  meet the March 6, 2015 State letting. The UPRR Force Account 
Agreement must be in place by January 16, 2015 in order to make the March 6, 2015 State letting. 
The City would be most appreciative of your assistance so the project can be let and constructed in a timely manner 
 
Best Regards 
 
Akram Chaudhry, P.E.  
Vice President/Principal 
 

HR GREEN, INC. 

420 N. Front Street, Suite 100 
McHenry, Illinois  60050 
Main:  815.385.1778 
Direct: 815.759.8310  Fax:  815.385.1781 

 
Learn more at HRGreen.com 
 
The contents of this transmission and any attachments are confidential and intended for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed.  If the reader of 
this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is prohibited. 
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