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ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE LLC’S 

RESPONSE TO JOINT MOTION FOR ORAL ARGUMENT 
 
 Rock Island Clean Line LLC (“Rock Island”) respectfully submits this response to the 

“Joint Motion for Oral Argument of the Illinois Landowners Alliance and Illinois 

Agricultural Association” (ILA-IAA Motion). 

 1. Pursuant to the Commission’s Rules of Practice, 83 Ill. Adm. Code §200.850, 

the decision as to whether or not to hear oral argument in a particular case is within the 

Commission’s discretion. 

 2. Rock Island does not disagree with the general import of the ILA-IAA Motion 

that there are a number of aspects of Rock Island’s proposed transmission project (“Project”) 

that are different from what may be seen in a typical incumbent utility application for a 

certificate of public convenience and necessity (“CPCN”).  Rock Island also acknowledges 

that ILA and IAA oppose Rock Island’s request for a CPCN for the Project and have raised 

various issues that ILA and IAA contend warrant denying the request.  Rock Island also 

agrees with the ILA-IAA Motion that the Administrative Law Judge’s (“ALJ”) Proposed 

Order imposes numerous conditions on the CPCN (many of which Rock Island agreed to 

during the course of this case).  
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 3. That noted, Rock Island submits that its grounds for issuance of a CPCN (and 

for an order under §8-503 of the Public Utilities Act authorizing Rock Island to construct the 

Project), and the issues and arguments raised by ILA, IAA and ComEd for not granting these 

requests, have been thoroughly and repeatedly articulated by the parties in the extensive 

initial briefs, reply briefs, draft orders and statements of position, briefs on exceptions and 

briefs in reply to exceptions, that Rock Island, ILA, IAA, ComEd, Commission Staff and 

other parties have filed in this case.1  The parties have all had full, fair and repeated 

opportunities to set forth their respective arguments and supporting evidence in testimony and 

the extensive briefs.  In fact, the parties have fully availed themselves of these opportunities.     

 4. Additionally, the lengthy ALJ Proposed Order thoroughly summarizes the 

respective parties’ evidence and arguments on all the issues, and the parties have had the 

opportunity to respond to the ALJ’s proposed findings and conclusions in their briefs on 

exception and briefs in reply to exceptions. 

 5. The ILA-IAA Motion does not point out any issues in this case that have not 

already been fully articulated and debated, and the parties’ positions expressed, in the parties’ 

briefs in this case. 

 6. In conclusion, for the reasons stated above, Rock Island submits that oral 

argument is not necessary in this proceeding.  However, Rock Island respectfully 

acknowledges the Commission’s discretionary authority on this topic. 

     

                                                 
1 Other parties filing briefs in this case include the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
AFL-CIO, Local Unions 51, 9, 15 and 196; Wind on the Wires; and the Environmental Law and 
Policy Center and Natural Resources Defense Council, all of whom support issuance of a CPCN and a 
Section 8-503 order for the Project. 
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       Respectfully submitted, 

       ROCK ISLAND CLEAN LINE LLC 

       By /s/Owen E. MacBride   
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