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HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: All right, everyone.
Good evening. | have that it's 7:00 o' clock. So, |
think it's probably tine to get started. | just
want to say good evening.

My nane is John Sagone. This evening | am
serving as the Illinois Commerce Conm ssion's Public
Hearing O ficer.

The subject of this evening forum public
forum is the Illinois Comrerce Conm ssion Docket
No. 13-0657. Docket 13-0657 involves the
Commonweal t h Edi son conpany's application for a
Certificate of Public Conveni ence and Necessity to
Install, operate and maintain a new 345-kil ovolt
transmssion line in gl e, DeKalb, Kane and DuPage
Counties, and it's also referred to as the G and
Prairie Gateway Project.

The applicable law here is Section 8-406.1
of the Illinois Public Uilities Act. | did put
copies of Section 8-406.1 on the table out in the
| obby by the sign-in sheet.

Now, under the |aw, 225 days are all owed
for this case. The case was filed on Decenber 2nd,
2013, and it's going to be concluded by July 15,
2014.
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Now, at this point in the case, al
testi nony has been entered into the record.
Hearings were conducted April 15th through
April 17th.

The next steps here include the filing of
parties' briefs, with initial briefs to be filed on
April 30th, and reply briefs to be filed on May 9th.
These will be followed by the distribution of a
proposed order, as prepared by the Adm nistrative
Law Judges.

Now, the primary purpose of today's public
forumis to provide an opportunity for interested
persons to comment on any aspect of the case. Those
comments wll be transcribed and posted in the
Commi ssion's E Docket System thus, nmaking them
avai l able for view ng and consideration by the
public and all parties participating in the case.

| did put a sign-in sheet over on the
table in the | obby. Unfortunately, | think a nunber
of people did sign that thinking that it was kind of
a general attendance sheet. W don't take
attendance. That is only for individuals who w sh
to speak, and you'll see the m crophones on either

si de.
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So, if you want to get up and give formal
comments, that's what the sign-in sheet is for. So,
if I -- if you do want to speak, |I'Il go ahead and
read the nanmes off of the sign-in sheet.

You'll be called in the order in which
your name appears; but if you kind of m stakenly
signed and didn't really want to get up and here
tal k, you can just wave ne off.

So, there's going to be two parts to this
evening's hearing. The first part consists of
comments on the case at hand. There will be no
questions during this part.

Upon the conclusion of this first part, |

w ||l go ahead and excuse the court reporter. Tine
permtting, we'll take a five-m nute break. After
the break, we will begin the second part, which

consi sts of a question-and-answer period. So, if
you do have question, that's when you'll be able to
ask those questions.

Now, during the first part of the hearing,
followi ng ny introductory conmments, representatives
from ConEd wi |l describe the project. Follow ng
Conkd' s comments, you'll be invited to offer your

commrents. A stenographer is here to nake a record
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of all the comments.

In addition, if you have witten coments,
you can | eave those with ne. Alternatively, you can
also file public coments in one of the foll ow ng
ways: First, you can file comrents to the I1CC s
website, and that's at www dot | CC dot IIlinois dot
gov forward sl ash docket, that's d-o-c-k-e-t,
forward sl ash coment, c-o-mme-n-t.

The second way is you can go ahead and
call the clerk's office at 1-880-524-0795. O
finally, third, you can send witten coments to the
follow ng address: The derk of the Comm ssion,
I11inois Commerce Conm ssion, 527 East Capitol
Avenue, Springfield, Illinois, 62701.

| would also like to note that | left
sheets on the sign-in table out in the | obby with
this sanme information.

Now, during the comment period, if you've
signed up to speak, I'll call your nane. You go
ahead and cone forward, say your nane and pl ease
make sure to spell it so the stenographer has an
accurate record of who coments.

When we reach the final nane on the |ist,

I wll ask if anyone el se wi shes to nmake comments;
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and at that tinme if you do, you can go ahead and
state your nane and approach the m crophone, again
rem ndi ng you to spell your nane for the

st enogr apher.

|'ve al so been asked by the stenographer
to mention to you that if you do have witten
commrents that you read from when giving your
comments here, that if you want to go ahead and hand
themto nme or to the stenographer, and that wl|
assi st in her preparation of the transcript.

| do want to note the speakers will not be
held to a strict tine limt in their coments, but
I f a speaker does appear to be using a
di sproportionate anount of tinme, or is sort of
wandering, then |I'll probably ask you to go ahead
and concl ude.

Fol | owi ng the comments portion of the
meeting, you may ask questions about the project and
the case. |'ll ask conpany representatives to cone
back up here to answer your questions. The
st enographer will be dism ssed for that portion, as
there is no transcript to be made of the questions
and answers.

As a rem nder, please conduct yourself
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wth civility at all tines. Try to keep in m nd how
you would want to be treated if you were up here,

and pl ease do not interrupt or talk over individuals
whi | e they' re speaki ng.

And also as a rem nder again, there wll
be no questions during the first part of today's
forum Make sure to save your questions for the
questi on- and- answer period at the end.

So, with that, | want to thank you for
comng tonight. | would nowlike to invite
M. Fidel Marquez, the Senior Vice-President of
Gover nnent Rel ati ons and Governnent Affairs for
ConEd, to briefly describing the Gand Prairie
Gat eway Project that has been filed with the
Commi ssion and that is the subject of Docket No.
13- 0657.

MR. MARQUEZ: Thank you, John. | appreciate
the time tojoinin this evening and talk to you
about this very inportant project.

We fully recogni ze that peopl e have
concerns and questions about the Gand Prairie
Gateway. We are here because your concerns and
questions do natter to us.

We have cone before the public, as you
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know, many tines since we announced this project.
We've held nultiple neetings wiwth |ocal and county
officials over the past ten nonths, and we have
subm tted thousands of pages of testinony, to
explain the critical need for this project and to
address all the issues that had been rai sed about
this project.

Toni ght we again want to provide the
background on the project and why it's necessary to
nmeet the needs and interests of the businesses and
residents in this area.

The need for the Gand Prairie Gateway
Project was first identified in 2012 as part of the
annual regional planning process managed by PJM

PIMis the independent regional
transm ssi on organi zation that operates the
transm ssion systemand is responsible for ensuring
t hat conpetitive whol esal e narket operates
appropriately and fairly for all custoners.

PIJMis regul ated by the Federal Energy
Regul at ory Conm ssi on, which regul ates the
transm ssion systemin the associ ated conpetitive
mar ket s.

As you woul d expect, consi derabl e analysis
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has gone into the planning and siting of the

project, along wwth the degree to which the benefits

out wei gh the costs.

An i ndependent study shows that it wll
benefit custoners in three significant ways: First,
it wll reduce high congestion costs for which we
are now payi ng.

It will provide a | arge pathway, kind of
| i ke a super highway, for nearly 1,000 negawatts of
addi ti onal cheaper energy from points out west to
get to popul ation centers, which will |ower our
overall energy costs.

And third, that cheaper energy wl|
di spl ace ol der, less-efficient, coal -based
generation, which will result in significant
em ssi ons reductions, after consulting an
I ndependent expert on energy markets utilizing a
wel | -accepted i ndustry nodel to forecast future
energy costs to custoners if the line is
construct ed.

The study concluded that the |ine, by
reduci ng congesti on costs and opening up a path for
| ower - cost energy out west to reach custoners,

conservatively estimates that custoners wll save
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nore than $500 million in energy costs within the

first 15 years of its service, far outwei ghing the

cost of the line of $251 mllion.
There are other benefits as well. The
line will result inreliability inprovenents,

especially during extrene weat her events, by
provi di ng substantially greater route diversity.

The | ower-cost greener energy wl|
di spl ace nore expensive coal generation and reduce
carbon di oxi de emi ssions by 473,000 tons over 15
years. That is the equivalent of renoving nore than
6, 000 cars off the road.

As John explained, we filed our petition
and testinony identifying the primary alternate
routes with the ICCin early Decenber. As you m ght
expect, the route for that line that we reconmended
t hat | CC approve contains well over 100 parcels of
land that is privately owned.

We understand that this is not, in many

cases, a popular topic for those | and owners, but we

wll commit to the Comnm ssion to all |and owners
that we will deal fairly and respectfully with each
of you. In the com ng weeks, we expect to send

|l etters to those | and owners regardi ng the easenent
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negoti ati on process.

There are rules that we nust follow in
order to provide the ICC with the nanes and
addresses of the | and owners on the route. W
provided that information with our filing on
Decenber 2nd, based on information in the official
real estate records in each of the four counties
t hrough which this route runs.

We have done our best to provide the nost
accurate information, including discrepancies that
occur sinply because real estate records cannot be
updated as rapidly as we all wish, and we will do
our best to work with the affected parties to iron
out those issues, to the extent that we can.

Qur filing followed three rounds of public
open houses, nine total, and they were attended by
nore than 2,000 people. As many of you know, each
publ i c open house included informational sessions
t hat addressed topics such as needs and benefits,
engi neering and construction, routing and
envi ronnent al consi derati ons.

We al so held 50 stakehol der working group
meetings with interested individuals, including

| ocal and state officials, over six nonths; and
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t hese neetings provided us the opportunity to talk
about the project in detail with the state, county
and nuni ci pal | eaders.

As you can imagi ne, transm ssion |line
siting is conplex. It's very rigorous and unbi ased
and included extensive data gathering throughout the
roughly 700-square mle file study area.

In sum the data was gathered from nore
t han 50 resources, the majority of these being
federal, state and | ocal agencies. This data was
then incorporated into an el ectroni c systemthat
uses satellite inmagery.

A team of actors then began identifying
and assessing potential corridors and ultimately the
preferred and alternate lines routes that were
i dentified.

The routing of any electrical transm ssion
line typically involves studying potential for
di spl acenent of | and uses. That's why ContEd began
purchasing property in this area nore than 30 years
ago, so that the conpany woul d not have to displace
people when it cane tine to bring nore transm ssion
capability to the region.

We have spent nany nont hs eval uating the
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data to identify and conpare potential routes. W
have used the information gathered as part of the
public process to find a reasonabl e bal ance bet ween
envi ronnental , social, econom c, engineering, and
cost factors.

Bal ancing all the relevant interests, we
believe that we submtted the best primary alternate
routes avail able, given the conplexity for projects
and the requirement by the I1CC to achieve the
| east-cost solution in order to mnimze the inpact
of cost to custoners.

ConEd exam ned the feasibility of placing
a portion of the project underground, rather than
construct it on overhead, poles which is custonmary.

However, installing such facilities
underground is several times nore costly than
over head construction. W understand that no route
w il satisfy all constituents, but ConEd is
responsible for creating a solution that neets our
responsibilities to the entire region, and that's
what this project is designed to do.

Thank you for the opportunity to be here
this evening. This concludes ny opening remarks.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: All right. Thank you,

Marzullo Reporting Agency
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M. Marquez. CQur first commenter tonight |'ve got
down is John Tomasiew cz. | apologize if | didn't
pronounce that correctly. |[If you could approach.

Sir, make sure to state your nane and
spell your nanme for the court reporter. Thank you.

MR TOVASIEWCZ: M nane is John Tonmasi ew cz,

and it's T-o-ma-s-i-e-wi-c-2z.

| want to thank everyone for comng. |
want to thank the Commonweal th Edi son people and the
| CC for this opportunity.

As | said, ny nane is John Tonasi ew cz.
My wife and | have lived in Elgin for approxinmately
seven years, a little over seven years.

On behalf, and with the support of the
Bowes Creek community, |I'man intervenor in
opposition to Conkd' s Gateway Project.

| amnot going to reiterate ny testinony.
It is available online, and | have tried to nake
everyone understand ny positions on property val ues,
heal th i ssues and the environnent.

Sinply put, | don't believe anyone shops
for a new hone that is by high-voltage lines. After
listening to the tobacco industry for over 40 years,

repeat edl y between cancer and snoking, | do not
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bel i eve that the power industry when they say
hi gh-vol tages |ines poses no hazard to your health.

And finally on the environnent, Gateway is
going to destroy a mle-long section of tree line
t hat they consi der vegetation, and a 30-foot berm
along the railroad tracks in front of ny hone.

That can't be good for ny environnent, and
sonetines in the words of a child, ny granddaughter
McKenzi e said toni ght when she cane here, "Wy is
Commonweal th Edi son going to kill the trees?"

| appear tonight to appeal to Comonweal t h
Edi son to act responsibly for the public good. Just
because you own an easenent and have the right to
I nstall power |ines, does not nake that installation
right.

Your proposed primary route for the
Gateway wi Il put high-voltage power lines in ny
front yard 150 feet, not yards, fromny front door,
and in the front and backyards of ny nei ghbors.

Your Gateway route passes near an
el ementary school, adjacent to a playground for
children. | can't help but wonder if Contd CEO or
t he board of directors have hi gh-voltage |ines near

their honmes, or adjacent to their children's school.
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You seemto be ignoring a utilities
responsibility to act on behalf of the public good.
Wth regard to the Gateway, ConkEd's only notivation
seens to be corporate agreed. Please stop acting
| i ke a corporate bully.

| also appeal to the ICC. Uilities are
cor porate nonopolies, unleashed, unreined
capitalism The ICCis the only protection the
publ i c has agai nst corporate greed.

We need your protection agai nst a conpany
that is acting |like a corporate bully. They have
not net their burden under the expedited process
406.1 for alternate routes.

Based on the I CC staff testinony, ConEd
has not nmet their burden to justify the project or
the return on investnent. They have conpletely
i gnored the Bowes Creek conmunity, as well as
nei ghbori ng conmunities.

They have sinply di sm ssed opposition from
| ocal governnents, Elgin, South Elgin, Wayne, Kane
County. The ICCis our last resort, and only the
| CC has the power to stop a corporate bull dozer.

Every good story has a hero. The ICC

could be our hero. | want every nenber of the
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I1l1inois Conmmerce Conmm ssion to understand they are
havi ng an Erin Brockovi ch nonent.

Pl ease turn this into a good story.
Reject the Gateway Project as it is proposed, nake
themresubmt under a normal process. Do the right
thing for the people. Thank you again.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you, sir. The
next person | have is Connie Jones. Again, if you
coul d make sure to announce yourself and spell your
name for the stenographer thank you.

M5. JONES: Connie, Co0-n-n-i-e, Jones,
J-o0-n-e-s. I, like John, | think he's a |ot nore
eloquent than | am but I'man intervenor in the
case as well; and ny testinony is online, so |I'm not
going to go over my concerns in terns of health and
property val ues.

| just have one question. My question is
really directed at the Conmm ssion, because | live in
the R ver Ri dge Subdivision, and we're adjacent to
Sugar Ri dge Subdi vi sion, and where ConEd is going to
build these high-tension wires are literally within
10 feet of our property lines.

So, when the new towers go in, and | don't

know how far out this goes, but | have a feeling
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It's going to be literally hangi ng over our
backyar ds.

Ri ght now we have two sets of power I|ines,
and there's 15 -- I'msorry, tw sets of poles
t hrough this easenent, and there's 15 wires. | have
no i dea how many nore wires are going to be added to
the 15 that are already there.

| don't think the Comm ssion can truly
under stand how close this is to our living, to our
SW mm ng pools, to our parks, to our kids, until you
cone and | ook at it.

My question to you is: Before you make
this decision, before you render this decision, wll
you pl ease cone and |look at this one-mle stretch in
South Elgin that we would ask that you bury the
| ines rather than put these high wires over?

| know you can put four, you know, feet
and di stances and all that on a piece of paper, but
until you really get a visual of howit's going to
| npact everyone along that line, | don't think you
can nake that decision fairly, and that's ny
comrent .

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you.
M5. JONES: And if | could add one nore. [|'m
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sorry, | forgot one nore. Currently in this
easenent, we've noticed workers working, and they're
putting up little white pol es.

W' ve been advised that ConEd is back
there working right now They're not naintaining
the poles that are already there.

So, ny question is: Has a decision been
made, or, you know, what is this process? Because
it appears they are already working back there to
prepare for this project.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: As a rem nder, there
I's no questions during the commentary. This is
purely for conmments.

I f you do have questions that you would
like to ask the I CC or of Conkd, please hold those
until the second part for the question and answer.

M5. JONES: Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. Ckay, the
next person | have on the list is TimPol z.

Again, if you could make sure to announce
yoursel f and spell your nane for the stenographer;
and also, if you're going to read fromthose, if you
want to give those to the stenographer afterwards.

MR, POLZ: They are just handwitten notes.
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Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: All right, thank you.
MR PQOLZ: My nane is Tim |ast name Pol z,
P-o0-1-z, and | live at 47Ws98 Chapman Road in
Hampshire, Illinois. [It's an address south of the

County Road in Burlington Townshi p.

| just wanted to cone tonight. |'mnot an
I ntervenor in the case. |'mnot necessarily cl ose
to the Gand Prairie Gateway line. | understand the

need for it and the process that's been put forth so
far.

My question, | guess ny comment, rather,
I's nore one of a process. |1've been followng this
project since earlier this sunmrer, when we were
notified of the potential for the line to run near
our house, and | went to a public neeting.

| went to the ICC and sat in on that
process in January. | studied the proposed prinary
route. | went out there and | ooked to see where it
was goi ng to be.

| | ook out ny wi ndow every day. That's
where that primary route is going to intersect
t hrough near ny property, to the north of ny

property; and | chose not to intervene because, |ike
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| said, | understood the need for the |line, and
got confortable with where it was | ocat ed.

| think at this point, the I CC and Contd
have done a fairly good job of running an open and
transparent process, and | commend you for that.

My issue is that | learned at 3:00 o' cl ock
today that a group of individuals that |ive near the
primary route did intervene in the process; and they
went to the 1CC, hired an attorney and proposed an
alternate route to | CC and ConEd.

My understanding is that, well, Conkd or
the 1CC didn't give an opi nion one way or the other
for this proposed route for this small section of
line in Burlington Township. It did make it into
t he record.

The ALJ is going to consider this proposed
alternate route for this small section of line. The
proposed new route runs immedi ately through ny
backyard. It runs through ny nei ghbor's backyards
and t hrough their nei ghbors' backyards.

We haven't been notified of this potenti al
new route. W weren't given the opportunity to cone
and participate in the open and transparent process

because this is the first we've |earned of it.
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We were never notified by ContEd or the
| CC, or the fol ks who are proposing this new
alternate route. Instead, | found out really by
coi nci dence today at 3:00 p.m that this new
proposed route could potentially be |ocated in ny
backyard, literally on ny property.

So, I'"'mhere just to say that, you know,
If this is going to be considered, that the people
who it affects need to be allowed to be part of the
process. You need to go back through the process to
al |l ow new i ntervenors.

You need to allow for public coment. You
need to allow for tinme for us to evaluate the
| ocation of this route and everything el se.

And |I'mal so here to tell you that I,
personal ly, don't support the potential change from
the primary route to this new proposed alternate
route, nor do ny nei ghbors.

| have a petition here with ne today |
would like to submit into the record, with really
just a few signatures, six individuals. Keep in
mnd this is a rural area, so there's not all that
many nore people, you know, that are adjacent to it,

but these are people that | got to sign since 3:00
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o' clock this afternoon.

Many of ny ot her nei ghbors, probably tw ce
this anmount, weren't home, and | couldn't reach them
presently, but | called them A few of themare
supportive of this petition.

So, | want to leave it with you just to
| et you know I know fol ks may be proposing
alternatives to the prinmary route, and that m ght be
appeal i ng because you're not hearing opposition from
the other side, but that's only because we didn't

know about it.

Well, now we know about it, and you are
going to hear fromus. | want the opportunity to
Intervene in the process. | want the opportunity to

have ny voi ce heard and be consi dered.

So, that's really why I"mhere today. |'m
not here to oppose things. The other comment that |
w || make about the proposed new route is that it
would require the cutting of a Sandoval Road Forest,
a fairly large substantial forest that is
I mredi ately adj acent to ny house.

This forest is a known habitat for known
endanger ed species called the Swai nson's Hawk. And,

so, it is another thing that should be considered if
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this proposed alternate route is going to truly be
consi dered by the ALJ and by the I CC and by ConEtd,
and this is just one exanple of why revisions for
the primary route at this stage of the gane for
personal gain fromother individuals just aren't
appropri ate, because it hasn't gone through the full
vetting process that the prinmary route has gone

t hr ough.

That route was put in place by ConEd for a
reason. It was deened to be the |east inpacted by
them It went through the public conment process,
and that's what, you know, was presented to the
publ i c.

To present 11t h-hour changes and consi der
themat this point, | think is unfair and not in
keeping with the nmandate of the ICC. That's all |
have. Thank you

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: The next person on the
list is Rachel Lange. Again, if you could nmake sure
to spell your name for the stenographer. Thank you.

M5. LANGE: It's Rachel, R-a-c-h-e-1l. Lange,
L-a-n-g-e. Good evening. Tonight I'mgoing to
share ny story with you

My story is only one of many, but no
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I ndi vi dual deserves to live this story.

On July 22nd, 2013, ny finance, R ley, and
| closed only our first hone. W used up a snall
savi ngs, but we were finally able to put down
payment on our dream hone.

On that very sane day in our new hone, ny

finance asked ne to be his wife. It was a day we'l|
never forget. Since July, | have been thinking
about the day we will raise our children on this

|l and with so nuch roomfor themto run free.

On Easter Sunday, just five days ago, we
| earned that these hopes and aspirations woul d soon
be crushed. W stopped by one of our neighbors to
bri ng them sone honenade appl esauce and w sh them a
happy Easter.

During the conversation, they brought up
the G and Prairie Gateway Project and asked if we
heard anyt hing about it. W said, no, we had not.

We got honme on Sunday night and we did
sone research. To our surprise, the primary route
runs right through our backyard. W were astonished
and cannot believe that we had not been infornmed of
this when it was on our property. As we continued

on with our investigation, we learned that this has
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been going on for a while and we knew not hi ng.

Further to our surprise, our nanes were
not even on the list of the property owners that
were notified. Howi is that possible? How can
Contd proceed with a proposed route w thout doing
due diligence to the honeowners?

W went to talk to our nei ghbors down the
road and found out nore shocking news. N ne
fam lies in our neighborhood got together and hired
attorneys to get the line noved away fromtheir
properties and to place it directly beside our
house.

This is a different route than the
proposed primary route, and it was recently
recommended to the I1CC in a pending case. Once
again, we were not nade aware of this.

|s this really a gane of time, politics
and noney; or nore inportantly, is this a gane of
t urni ng nei ghborhoods and communi ti es agai nst each
other? Can everyone hire an attorney and keep
getting the route noved to another road, another
home and anot her fam|ly?

| really hope not. W are real people and

real famlies. This proposed route in the pending
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case would run so close to our house. Wuat would
t hat nean for us?

W woul d have to nove out of the our
house, and it would never be sold for what we paid,
and our future aspirations to own a honme woul d be
rui ned.

Since Sunday night, ny fiance and | have
stayed up countless hours and w ped away countl ess
tears trying to figure out what's best for us. W
realize no one is fighting for us except ourselves,
and we have to give this fight everything we have.

However, in this ganme of npbney and
politics, we |ose because we don't have either of
those. We will use what little noney that we do
have to fight this battle; however, we already used
our small savings for this house, our house.

We're al so paying for our own wedding in
Septenber. It hurts so bad to know that in only
year, we mght | ose both our house and our weddi ng
to a problemwe did not even ask for.

We understand that we're only one, one
voi ce, one property owner, one famly and one young
couple with hopes and dreanms, but our voice natters

and our opinions should be heard.
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There are nany other famlies and
potential famlies that this wll affect, and |I hope
and pray that you take into consideration the
| asting effect that this will have on our |ives and
the lifestyles of many other famlies.

We urge the ICC to honor the voice of al
residents and famlies and decline ConEd' s request
to continue with this project.

However, if the I CC deens it necessary to
accept a route, we hope that the primary route or
secondary route is chosen, not a route that is
f orced upon soneone el se, because sone nei ghbors got
together, hired an attorney, and noved the route
next to our house.

Al so, Contd al ready owns property al ong
the railroad tracks, so why was this route noved
away fromthe railroad tracks in the first place.
And isn't ConEd supposed to use the shortest route
so it cost the |l east anpbunt of nobney? |If so, why
did ConEd take away soneone's property instead of
using their own existing property?

Thi s does not nmake senses. The | CC shoul d
al so l ook into the option of burying the |lines near

homes.
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Most inmportantly, the |1 CC needs to take
I nto deep consi deration the words you are hearing
fromcitizens and fight with your voice to deny this
proj ect .

| f you haven't listened to one word | have
said, | want you to renenber this: M fiance,
Riley, and | have tried to do everything right in
our lives, and we have al ways been commtted to
bei ng good citizens.

W went to school and got a degree. W
conpl eted hi gher education, and we have good j obs.
We saved noney and bought our first hone. W are
hard workers and are trying to live the Anerican
dream

In the last five days, we have | earned
t hat none of that matters, and we may | ose what we
wor ked so hard for, and we won't lose it by our own
action but by the actions of others.

My story, and everyone else's story here,
Is real. How beneficial are these towers really
going to be to ConEd custoners, and is it worth
t aki ng everything froma handful of hard-working
property owners?

Pl ease put yourself in ny position for one
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second, and you will see that ny fiance and | are a
young couple trying to start our |lives together, and
t hat opportunity is being taken fromus, wthout us
even know ng.

Henry Ford once said, "Wen everything
seens to be going agai nst you, renenber that the
airplane takes off against the wind, not with it."

Thank you for your tinme, and | desperately
hope that you will consider ny coments.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Al l right, thank you.
The next person on the list is Elizabeth Dublin. If
you coul d spell your nanme for the stenographer.
Thank you.

MS. DUBLIN. Hello. M nane is Elizabeth
Dublin. That's D-u-b-1-i-n, and I'"'mjust here as a
homeowner. | live at the R verwoods Subdi vi sion.
"' m here as a honeowner and as a nom

These power |ines that ConkEd pl ans on
bui |l ding are going to be put in our backyard, a
backyard in an al ready-existing community, a
communi ty that has been around for a little over 16
years.

This community is growing, growing with

young famlies and with many children. It's a
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community where in the back is a yard where children
play, and there are already two existing towers, two
exi sting power lines; and to add another one, which
wll be exactly in our backyard, is just a very bad
health risk for the young famlies which already are
there and are in a community that is just grow ng.

All | ask, as a nother of this community,
I's pl ease reconsi der the building of these power
lines. | know we all need power, but to help others
i n hel ping others, you know, you're destroying the
lives of other famlies al so.

Pl ease reconsi der because we are al so
ConEd payi ng custoners. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. Next on
the list is John Drews. |If you could spell your
name for the stenographer. Thank you.

MR. DREWS: Good evening. M nane is John
Drews, Dr-e-ws. | amalso a resident of River
Ri dge Subdi vi si on.

Wien you have two sets of power |ines that
currently run behind our house, and I would like to
address the health issues regarding this. W have
what is an unbelievabl e anount of cancer in our

nei ghbor hood al r eady.
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Over the last two to three years in our
nei ghbor hood al one, we have had four that | know of
cancer di agnoses, including ny wife who was
di agnosed a year ago |l ast COctober with breast
cancer. W have just on Tuesday | ost one of our
nei ghbors to cancer

| believe that with the two sets of power
lines that we currently have running behind that we
are living with, a third would conplicate this issue
and further hurt the health risks of all of our
nei ghbors and peopl e in our subdivision.

| ask the ICC to please review this and
take a look at it before anybody el se | oses their
life to cancer. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you, sir. The
next person | have on the list is Tom Barker. |If
you coul d spell your nanme for the stenographer.
Thank you.

MR. BARKER:. My nane is Tom Bar ker
B-a-r-k-e-r, and | live in R ver R dge al so, and ny
concerns are the power |lines com ng through our
backyar ds.

W weren't notified of this until it's

al nost been too late it sounds |ike. W were told
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there could be an alternate, which everybody has
seemto push for and now recently | heard the
al ternate has been turned down. |'m not sure why.

"Il ask that question |later | guess.

" mjust asking that these |ines be buried

or noved. W' ve got enough power going through our
yards now. These new power lines will be in our
backyards, over our pools literally, and it's just
not fair.

Qur house val ues are going to be going
down. We won't be able to sell our hones. There's
got to be a better way. They gave us an alternate
route. | think everybody woul d be agreed with that
In River Ridge and Sugar Ridge if they net it.

It sounds |ike they are not going that
way. That's ny comment.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you, sir. The
next person | have is Brenda Tannehill.

MS5. TENNEHI LL: Pass that.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Pass, okay. The next
person i s Bob Treadwel | .

| f you could spell your nane for the
st enogr apher.

VR. TREADWELL: T-r-e-a-d-we-|-1. It's not
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that hard. Anyway, |I'mout in DeKalb County, Lukens
Road and Basel i ne.

The proposed route they have presently
that's been presented to all the people out there is
one thing. |It's when they change it without telling
us or talking to us about it that's another.

| fully understand the concern of
everyone. Also, when it conmes down to ny nei ghbors,
we actually -- basically, what's happened is we pit
one nei ghbor agai nst anot her nei ghbor.

My one nei ghbor they have dairy cows. His
concern is stray voltage. | fully understand that.
It's not good for his dairy cows. |t can disrupt
hi s busi ness.

| get it. But if it's no good for a cow,
how could it be good for a human? Wen Conmonweal t h
Edi son tal ks about how | ong they owned this
property, some of the property was bought in 1973,
where sone of these things were pastures, corn
fields, and every other thing you coul d possibly
I magi ne.

There was no houses there. It nakes a
di fference now when you have to deal w th people.

You have to go along the Elgin route. | understand
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t he concern nost people are fromthere. That cost
gets shipped to everybody at Commonweal t h Edi son.
If it's such a cost savings to put these
lines in eventually over a 50-year period, that's
not a problem Just like the one through
Burlington, originally they were going through
Bur |l i ngt on.
There is a conplete subdivision put in
there now. So, that's acceptable to put it back
t here since, what, the last 10 years these houses
were built, and they've owned the | and there 40
years or had easenent rights. That's not right.
Any change in any of the nmapping that
shoul d be presented to the public before it's ever
approved, and that should go to another hearing and
a whol e new process versus just shoving it down
people's throat. Thank you very nuch.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you, sir. |I'm
going to call a couple nanes in a row just so we
have people sort of |ined up.

The next person is Kristine Pienkowski ;
and then after that, |I've got Tom Pi enkowski .
M5. PIENKOABKI: Hi, ny nane is Kristine

Pi enkowski. It's spelled P-i-e-n-k-o-ws-k-i. M
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husband and I own Wiite OGak Acres in Burlington.

Just as background, | grew up as a foster
child and al ways dreamed of sone day of giving back
and working with kids and famlies that needed hel p.

Vell, ny dreamwas realized when eight
years ago, | partnered -- | started a partnership
wth Hope Reins. At ny horse facility, together
w th our horses, we are able to help children and
famlies that have so many difficulties in their
life.

It is amazing work that brings health and
hope to so many people. But when | found out that
the ConEd Grand Prairie Gateway prinmary route had
changed from passing through the Village of
Burlington to instead to pass al ongsi de of our
property, | was stunned.

ConEd owns easenents in Burlington al ong
the railroad tracks, and we felt sure that would be
t he chosen route. W began talking -- when we found
out that the primary route was changed, we began
tal king to sone of our clients who cone to our farm
to have help and work through difficulties in their
lives.

Wiat we soon di scovered was it was a very

Marzullo Reporting Agency
(312) 321-9365




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O »d W DN -~ O

38

consi stent nessage that people had feared of being
near hi gh-tension power lines. They expressed not
only fear for thenselves, but when we spoke to the
parents, the idea of their children being in a
pasture, supposedly for the purpose of getting help,
woul d be standi ng possibly 150 feet from
hi gh-tensi on power |i nes.

So, to save Hope Reins, we hired a | awer.
So, | amone of the people who had a petition to
take away the children's dreans. ConEd' s response
to our petition to nove the route, they said, "W
fiercely resist,” I"'mso sorry, "W firstly resist
rout e changes.

| nmessed up ny cards. They fiercely
resi sted any changes when it canme to one property
owner asking to pass on to another property owner
the route change. They continued to say that Rachel
and |I's problemwas only a probl em because we nade
It a problem

| don't think any of us who are struggling
wth this have nade this our problem The ICCis
responsi ble for protecting the rights and wel fare of
ConEd citizens to assure equitable treatnent.

How is it equitable for sonme custoners to
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be required to sacrifice their businesses, their
dreans? ContEd says they are required by lawto find
t he | east-cost solution, but whose costs are they

t al ki ng about ?

Why does Contd feel that the | east-cost
solution is equitable when it is at a very high
price for only a few of their custoners.

To say that there is no alternative is a
| ie, because burying the line is an option; but that
does depend on if ConkEd and the I CC want to share
the cost with all of ConkEd' s custoners, or they just

want a few of us to pay a very high price.

MR, PEINKOABKI: Hi, |I'm Tom Pi enkowski . My
wfe and I we live on Longrove. |'ma |aw school
engi neer by trade. | ended up getting sone graduate

el ectrical engineering degree fromChio State.
Sorry for those you who are Chio State fans.

Qur property resides just to the north
where the proposed primary route is; and so because
of ny background, | was very interested in sone of
t he technical side, sonme of the technical side of
el ectromagnetic fields.

So, I've read and read and read a |ot.

There is a lot of infornation on the web, in ternms
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of what they found in terns of health aspects of the
el ectromagnetic fiel ds.

So, it has raised obviously some concerns
with me. There appears to be through a couple of
different studies, and | can point themout if you
want to see them but a couple different studies
that | ate chil dhood | eukem a bet ween el evat ed
magnetic field |ines.

There is al so studi es around the
hydroel ectric |lines, the high-voltage power as
opposed to magnetic field. Those aren't quite --

t hose studies aren't quite as concl usive; however,

t hey usually say that they can neither prove nor

di sprove the effects. Because of the fact that they
can't disprove them that also raises a concern.

So, like ny wife pointed out, there are
alternatives. I|I'mgoing to read a snmall section
froman article published by RETA. They are an
organi zati on up in Canada and have done a | ot of
research on hi gh-power lines, and specifically
recently research around buryi ng hi gh-power |ines.

So, I"'mgoing to just read the end of this
article that points out two common things around

buryi ng hi gh-power |ines.
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“I'n sunmary, when we conpared the overhead
or above-ground lines to bury high-power I|ines:
One, we elimnate the electric fields through
shiel ding and significantly reduce the magnetic
field through phrase cancell ati on.

"We reduce the negative health inpacts of
overhead |line electronmagnetic fields to al nost zero.
Eli mnate the negative health inpacts of overhead
line corona effects. They are safer because they
cannot el ectrocute people or aninals.

"They elimnate EMF and stray voltage that
negatively affects |ivestock”™ as | nentioned
earlier.

"They do not negatively inpact agriculture
or crop production. They do not interfere with
agricultural operations. Are safer because buried
lines don't fall over in terns of hurricanes,

t ornadoes or ot her storns.

"Elimnate costly power outages to
hundreds of thousands of custoners resulting from
danage to the above-ground infrastructure. Are not
affected by solar storns. Do not start wild fires.
Are safer because of helicopters, airplanes and high

bal | oons don't find them
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"Do not cause nearby pipelines corrosion
or hazardousl y-induced current in the pipelines.
They do not | ower adjacent property values." W
t al ked about that.

"They are not an aye sore. They do not
buzz. They do not hum They do not kill mllions
of birds through collisions every year. They do not
threaten wildlife with ultraviolet flashes."

The | ast couple of points here are
probably the nost inportant. "They're nore
reliable. They have | ower maintenance costs. They
are nore effective and have | ower transm ssion | oss
cost," nmeaning the nore the electricity gets to
where it's going through a buried |line.

And then lastly, with kind of recent
advances in burying power lines, at |east according
to RETA, that the buried |lines can be done for only
slightly nore, not twce, but slightly nore capital
costs than what overhead |lines can be put in for.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: The next coupl e nanes
I s Barbara Wj nicki and d enn Hausl .

MR HAUSL: 1|'Il take a pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Was that M. Hausl ?
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MR, HAUSL: Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: And then after that,
Mary - -

MS. H RSCHBERG  Excuse ne, | was supposed to
be after Kristine and before Tom | signed up. Can
| speak now?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Yes, Ms. Hirschberg.
And then after that would be Ms. Wj ni cki.

M5. HI RSCHBERG  Sorry about that. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: If you coul d spell
your name for the court reporter.

M5. HHRSCHBERG M/ nanme is Debra Hirschberg,
Hi-r-s-c-h-b-e-r-g. As | said, ny nane is Debra
Hi rschberg, and I'mthe clinical director of Hope
Rei ns.

You' ve heard a little bit about Hope Reins
already, and that the work that I do, that | do with
Kri stine and Tom Pi enkowski at White Oak Acres.

|"ve a been a clinical social worker for
over 25 years working with at-risk youth and their
famlies, and 1'mgoing to give you a little bit of
background about what we do at Hope Reins. You
heard a little bit about it. [It's rather unique.

What makes us uni que, instead of

Marzullo Reporting Agency
(312) 321-9365




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O »d W DN -~ O

44

traditional counseling services, that along with
traditional counseling services, we offer
alternative therapy using horses to help those

I ndi viduals for whom traditional therapy has been
nostly infective.

In 2013, | noved ny whol e practice that
had been split between Crystal Lake and Hanpshire
Burlington | ocation to the Hanpshire Burlington
| ocati on at White Oak Acres; and in nine nonths, we
tripled the anount of that we had seen, tripled.

So, clearly with this nove showed t hat
this location that there is a great need for the
ki nds of services that we provide at Hope Reins.

We see children on the autism spectrum as
well as individuals of all ages who struggle with
depressi on, anxiety, sexual abuse, physical abuse,
trauma and chem cal dependency.

We al so provi de, because of the
relationship that | have with Wi te OGak Acres and
t hen dedication to this community of individuals who
cannot receive help, we are able to reduce fees to
over one-third of our clients, and this is a fairly
expensi ve type of service to use horses in therapy.

So, to be able to reduce fees is highly
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uni que, and | consider it an incredible blessing to
be able to do that. So, when we found out that the
power towers were going to be along the property

i nes, we're concerned obviously how this is going
affect us and howit's going affect our clients and
how t hey woul d feel.

And as Kristine said, we actually did an
online survey of our clients to find out exactly how
they would feel. 1In our field, as a counselor, it's
I nperative that ny clients feel safe, that they feel
enotionally safe and they feel physically safe.

So, that is primarily what we're | ooking
at in our survey, and what we found specifically is
t hat over 70 percent of our clients would not feel
safe working within the power I|ines.

And then we asked them "How would you
feel about your children working within 150 feet,
our pasture cones 150 feet wth those high-voltage
power |ine?" And the nunbers popped up to
90 percent saying that they would not feel
confortable or that their children were safe.

And again, as | said, it is a field of
counseling. The perception of safety paranmount to

t he success of counseling. Qur clients' perceptions
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of not feeling safe is just not acceptable to the
wor k that we do.

In addition, as we began to do some
research into the field, as Tomjust discussed about
el ectromagnetic fields, and, oh, ny gosh, | |earned
so nmuch about things |I knew not hi ng about before, we
di scovered a really significant new pi ece of
research in the Journal of Pathophysiol ogy, which is
a peer-reviewed journal.

So, there are high standards for this,

t hat shows that exposure to even |low | evel s of
el ectromagnetic fields, and this is not high power.
H gh- power |lines are nmuch nore than that.

| get lost in the differences, but these
are low | evel s of electromagnetic fields can
aggravate, wll aggravate, synptons of autism

Now, | feel very strongly that it would be
conpletely unethical for ne to try to provide
services to autistic clients in a |ocation which
woul d worsen the very synptons we're trying to
al |l evi at e.

So, at this point, when we're | ooking at
all of this, we're feeling |ike Hope Reins needs to

shut down or nove. So, | thought | would share with
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you anot her client who asked ne to share her words,
how she would feel if Hope Reins were to nove.

She says, "H . |1'mLydia Ferdina
(phonetic). 1've been here at Hope Reins for about
a year-and-a-half, and |I've |learned a | ot about ny
time at Hope Reins. They have a spirit of hel ping
and letting you learn at your own pace.

"When ny husband told ne | woul d be
working with horses, | felt like it was an answer to
my prayer. | needed it and wanted it. It was a
dream of mne that | thought | would never cone
true.

"l cane to Hope Reins with post-traunatic
stress disorder, fibronyalgia and other traumatic
events that have occurred in ny life. Through the
peaceful environnent and the nurturing tinme with
Debby and Kristine, they and the horses have hel ped
me overcone fears and obstacles, such as standi ng up
for nyself and for ny famly, protecting ny famly,
| earning to have a confidence just to get ny
children to school every day, and how to deal wth
fl ashbacks and how to keep them from potentialling
my life.

"l thank God for finding ne a place to be
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nmyself, and the horses are very intuitive; and they
comuni cate and seem to know what | need, and
| earn a | ot about how to take care of them

"Now | see them and everyone el se here as
a second famly. It would break nmy heart to see it
gone. | want ny feeling to keep going and to keep
pr ogr essi ng.

"l have a long way to go, and | want to
see Hope Reins to be here for people |ike nme and
others for many years to cone. It is truly a place
of restoration, healing and has given ne hope for a
much brighter future.

"Thank you for taking the tine to read
this and to knowthis is fromthe depths of ny
heart."

So, that just gives you a picture of what
one client feels like in noving, and our surveys
al so showed people woul d be quite di snayed and not
really know where to go, because there really is not
a place |like ours that provides traditional
counsel i ng, equi ne therapy.

We have beautiful nature wal ks, which
woul d be conpletely destroyed by high towers. There

are white oaks wiwth three wetl ands, and |' m sure
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t hose hawks are there as well. | see all kinds of
creat ures.

W al so have a place for famlies to cone
and unplug fromnature. They don't do that anynore.
To get rid of their cells phones, put it away, work
wth the horses, walk on our path. Then it wll be
gone if those lines were to be where they are
proposed at this point.

So, ny concernis tothe ICCis to
carefully think about this. 1In reading I CC
testi nony of your own econom c -- the econom st and
your engineer, what | seen in the testinony is that
t hey cone to the concl usion, your own people at the
| CC, your own staff, this |ine does not neet the
standards of the statute, that it is not necessary
or will not provide enough benefit to justify the
cost.

Those are the costs that you guys -- that
ConEd neasured, but | don't think they neasured any
of the costs that we just discussed, | just
di scussed, and Rachel just di scussed and ot her
nei ghbors in this room have a di scussed.

Those are intangi bl e costs that have not

been neasured. | would ask you to consider these
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costs. | would ask you and Hope Reins to consider
what it would nean if Hope Reins is gone from our
| ocati on.

Peopl e who are very vul nerable will not

get this kind of therapy anynore. People who cannot

afford this kind of therapy will not get it anynore.
How can you neasure those kinds of costs? | don't
know.

| f ConkEd has cone up with new studies that
have denonstrated that the benefit outweighs the
cost, and again, your own staff at | CC says that is
not the case at this point fromwhat |'ve read,
although it's hard to get through everything, if
there i s new evidence of that, then I would ask you
pl ease consi der burying this.

Pl ease consider burying this so that the
nost vul nerabl e peopl e that we have that conme out by
us can continue to get the services that we provide.
Thank you very nuch

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. | think
t he next person is Barbara Wjnicki, and then Mary
Kay W ezen.

M5. WLEZEN: I'Il pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: kay. Ed Kortum Did
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you want to speak?

MR, KORTUM  No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: No?

MR KORTUM |'IIl pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Then Amat o, Bonnie
Synon.

M5. SYMON. 1'll also pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Bar bara Quwer da.

MS. AUVERDA: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Beth Thonas.

M5, THOVAS: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Sue Tur ner.

MS. TURNER: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Omar Nashif. So, the

next person is Barbara Whjnicki. |If you could spell
your nane.
M5. WDINICKI:  Wo-j-n-i-c-k-i. | want to

t hank you for hosting this forum and thank you for
pronounci ng nmy nane correctly as well.

" man el ected Kane County Board
Representative District 15. |'m al so president
Pro-Tem for the Kane County Forest Preserve. | was
elected in 1998. So, it's been an interesting nore

t han a decade on the Kane County Board.
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Wien asking Contd for the needs
assessnent, their answer is that the added towers
and lines will inprove electric systemreliability.

Wth our population switching to CFLs and
hal ogen 1ight bul bs, we have increased efficiency by
at | east 40 percent.

A The Kane County Governnent Center, al ong
wth other office and comerci al buil di ngs, have
switched to notion-sensor lighting and streetlights
now have a tine-out period before turning back on
t hr oughout the night.

Haven't these environnmentally-sound
met hods hel p reduce constraints on the electric
grid? Who will ultimately benefit fromthese power
| ines? Not our neighbors who |live in Bowes Creek
Country C ub, Elgin.

These towers will be installed directly
behi nd their existing new hones. Not the 150 plus
year old famly farnms that are being passed down
from generation to new generation. Not Debra, at
Wiite GCak Acres and Hanpshire, who runs a busi ness
cal l ed Hope Reins, which is equine-assisted
psychot herapy, and | could name nany, nany nore.

| asked ConEd to consider the negative
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| npact these power towers will have on our
residents, farns and conmmunities. Don't rush, |ook
for an alternative and do it right the first tine.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: M. Nashif, if you
coul d spell your nane for the stenographer.

MR. NASH F: Orar Nashif, Na-s-h-i-f.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Sir, you mght want to
back away fromthe m crophone just a little bit.

MR NASH F: Ckay. |1'll make ny remarks very
brief. | live at 1456 Blunme Drive, and | ama
residents of Elgin for the last 47 years, and |'m
here tonight to voice opposition to the project.

| live alnost 300 yards on the upper
school, which is elenentary school adjacent on Hopps
Road. Wat | believe is | think the Conmonweal th
Edi son did all the right things.

They did go through all the public
heari ngs. They hired engineers. They wote
reports. They did all the public hearings, all the
st akehol ders. They foll owed the procedures. They
did go to the I CC.

They did all the right things, but they

had -- they cane with lots of alternatives, but I
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don't know if they considered all the alternatives,
which is the no-build alternative. That is one
t hi ng.

| don't know if they -- | cane from an
agency where | worked before that | cane fromthe
hi ghway departnent where we use state noney and
federal nobney and we prepare reports.

We rel ocate people, and we vote right
away. We build highways and we have to do | ots of
t hi ngs, and we have to answer all the questions, you
know, to everybody who has concern; and on nany
occasions, we didn't build the highway because the
peopl e have objection to a roadway whi ch goes
t hr ough.

Look at Route 53, for exanple. How nany
peopl e opposing to that route for how many years?
Because it was a concern. So, | don't know if
Commonweal th Edison is considering all the
alternatives, which is the no-build alternative.

So, ny opposition tonight is | live within
150 feet. |If they're going to use that route, which
Is the proposed route, which is the right-of-way for
the railroad, which would be right close to ny

backyard, and that's ny conment.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you, sir. The
next two nanes | have on the |ist are Gary Hof f nan.

MR. HOFFNMAN:  Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Gabri el a Bar ker, and
then WIIliam Andreozzi.

MR. ANDREQZZI: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: And Arlen Andreozzi.

MS. ANDREQZZI: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Donna Vansel ow.

MS. VANSELOW  Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Susan Luzak.

MS. LUZAK: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Owen Tri nbl e?

MR. TRI MBLE: Yep, here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: You'll want to speak?

MR, TRI MBLE: Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: So, first we'll go
wth Ms. Gabriel Barker. |If you could spell your
nane for the stenographer.

MS. BARKER: (Ckay, Gabriel Barker, that's
G a-b-r-i-e-1-a, |last nane Barker, B-a-r-k-e-r.

| understand that, you know, we all need
power. | do understand that. The part that is

di sconcerting to ne is the fact that we didn't know
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that this was going to happen until, you know, a
coupl e nonths ago, and the power |lines are going to
go right behind our house.

|'ve been living there, it will be --

July 31st will be 16 years with ny husband, and ny
boys used to live there before they went off to
col I ege.

And after 11 years, ny husband got cancer.
You know, is this because of the power lines? W'l]I
never know. You know, | do understand that there's
been studies done. A |lot of studies have been done
by Commonweal th Edi son, and there are those that,
you know, "I'll never know how ny husband's cancer
cane to be."

You know, as of right now, you know, he
doesn't have cancer at this nonment; and hopefully,
you know, he will remain healthy. But | just don't
understand in our subdevel opnent in South Elgin,
there's an easy alternative route that could be put
on to Stearns Road where it wouldn't affect
homeowner s.

You know, ConkEd has to stop and think, and
the 1CC has to stop and think that putting it in our

backyards, where it's going to go over our hones,
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over our pools, and we al ready have the two separate
sets of power lines back there. You know, how nuch
nor e?

We have the train back there. Once they
cut down the trees, you know, now the quarry's dust
cones, you know, past of our house. Sonetinmes we're
in the flight path, you know, the path of the
pl anes. So, you know, the disruption of the noise
fromthe planes.

All 1"masking is for that section, why
aren't they not -- why are they going back on what
they originally said if the forest preserve all ows
t hat, you know, that they would consider Stearns, to
put it on Stearns, and | would just like for themto
consi der that.

Thank you for I|istening.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. | think
t he next person up is M. Trinble and then Jim
Rynott woul d be the next person. So, M. Trinble.
MR, TRIMBLE: Yes, ny nane Oaven Trinble. |I'm
one of the blessed guys -- T-r-i-mb-l-e. | amone
of the bl essed people that was part of the
alternative that was not selected, but | do

understand what is going through all of your m nds.

Marzullo Reporting Agency
(312) 321-9365




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O »d W DN -~ O

58

| had been, since its incision, a nenber
of a club which has found out in the years past,
they were going to courts to fight that one nost of
the tine reductions in fees and issues with all of
the utilities, up-crease another bureaucracy, but
that is costly.

Here in Springfield or Illinois, itself, |
would like to see a little exercise happen in this
hal | way. How many people in this area, in this
bui Il ding, trust our political powers of all of our
politicians, the republicans and denocrats, could
you pl ease rai se your hands? Thank you.

| guess nobody needs exercise. Nobody
needs exercise, apparently. Now, | have an issue
t hat the public opinion we have, and |I' m probably
goi ng agai nst your policy, there's a direct |ink
bet ween political powers, and the voluntaries of the
utilities, and I have a strong opposition to how
this policy is determ ned.

| do not wsh to have these utilities or
t hese power |lines go through anybody's yard, going
al ong the school district, along that one border is
| udi crous, but it depends on how nuch noney we have

to fight it.
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| fought in years past Firestone. |
f ought against the Ferm Lab, the super glider, and
we all won, but this is powerful because the power
gr ows.

| do have one comment about the counties
will receive, what, $20,000 per mle within their
construction district of $20,000. Well, within
visual sight, all of the construction that's gone on
w t h subdivisions and so on, the housing along this
simlar route, far exceeds that.

| think that permt fee should be a | ot
nmore to conpensate for the | oss of our property
val ues. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Next | have Jim
Rynott, and then also next on the list after that is
Tom Nodurft, and you want to speak?

MR NCODURFT: Yes, sir.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Okay. M. Rynott, if
you coul d spell your nanme for the stenographer.

MR, RYNOIT: M nane is JimRynott,

R-y-n-o-t-t. |I'ma resident of Bowes Creek
community in Elgin. |[|'ve been there less than a
year.

One of the reasons that | chose to live
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there it's a great tranquil setting out there. So,
quite a ways west of Randall Road, surrounded by
open area, farmland, forest preserve districts, and
the railroad is really shielded fromus by a berm
pl anti ngs, trees, very tranquil environnent; and I
was greatly disturbed that ConEd wants to cone and
bul | doze their way through our property.

Additionally, if you go to Exelon's
website, ConkEd is affiliated with Exelon. Exelon is
t he owner and very prom nent. First paragraph on
the website, "W are commtted to doing what's
right. W want to insure the safety and security of
our communities, of our enployees and the custoners
wthin those communities. The well-being of the
communi ti es and those custoners is one of Exelon's
hi ghest priorities.”

So, | have to wonder are these just words
t hat | ook good on paper, or is Exelon and Contd
truthfully and totally commtted to doing what's
right? 1In 2013, they reported revenues of
$24.9 billion.

| understand it cost to bury those |ines.
Dependi ng on whose estimte you believe, it's

somewhere in the nei ghborhood of 20,000,000 to
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50, 000,000. To ne, that is a pittance to pay for
soneone's safety, the environnental concerns that
have been expressed, the safety concerns that have
been expressed, and the |owering of our property
val ues.

|"mtotally opposed to anythi ng but
burying these lines in anyone's community, |et alone
m ne. Thank you

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: M. Nodurft.
MR. NODURFT: M nane is Tom Nodurft. Last
name is spelled N, as in Navy, o-d-u-r-f-t.

| ama registered internedi ator for
nmysel f, personally, and for ny honeowner
associ ation, the OGak R dge Farm Honeowner's
Associ ati on, west of the Bowes Creek Subdi vi sion.
W' re uni ncor por ated Kane County.

There is a comon thene you are hearing
here, and | think it's been having read hundreds of
different requests for data research from ConkEd and
fromus sending informati on back.

| don't ever read anyone objecting to the
power lines. | think that we need -- everyone
recogni zes we need infrastructure redevel opment in

this nation. It is a sorely |acking problem

Marzullo Reporting Agency
(312) 321-9365




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O »d W DN -~ O

62

Unfortunately the federal governnent doesn't get
behi nd, which it should be doing on a national
scal e.

The issues here are sinply everybody is
getting pitted agai nst one another in the comunity,
me not in ny backyard.

| think the original proposed |ine nakes

sense. It follows a railroad. 1've got no problem
with that. | recognize the need for future energy
resources. | back them 100 percent.

| don't care how rmuch noney Contd or
Exel on wll make off the project, in the |ong run,
because if they are not in business, we don't have
power .

The reality is they are regul ati ng these
utilities. They are given a return on their
i nvest nent, but we're going to pay for that
I nvestnent, now or in the future.

If we're going to take ConkEd at its face,
and | have no reason to disregard it, this is
supposed to benefit 92-and-a-half percent of
I[1linois -- northern Illinois custoners, in terns of
their revenue cost.

The problemis you heard from a nunber of
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people here is that it wll not inpact everybody
equitably. You're going to harm honeowners,

busi ness owners, directly on this route. There is
no question it does that.

ConEd has had a | ot of these easenents for
40, 50, 60 years. Back then, they didn't have any
ability to project what the growt h woul d be, what
ener gy needs woul d be.

They thought it was going to be a normal
transm ssion |line as opposed to a distribution |line.
| mean, a distribution line as opposed to a
transm ssion |ine.

No urban planer, no buil der, devel oper and
certainly no homeowner would build their house
intentionally under what was goi ng to be desi gnated
as a high-tension |ine.

| rrespective of whether the studies on
health are accurate or inaccurate is irrelevant.
VWhat is relevant is the public's perception that it
harnms val ues and it harns busi nesses.

The only way around this is to bury the
lines. |'mnot opposed to it. | want them buried.
Everyone in northern Illinois wll pay for that.

It is not right to benefit 92-and-a-half
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percent -- well, the northern Illinois commuunity as
a whole and |l et them have their energy costs
reduced, while inpacting each and every one of these
people in this roomall along that |ine.
| f you spread the cost over every single

person as a part of the cost for paying for energy,
no one is harned. 1It's the right thing to do.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: I f you coul d spel
your nane for the reporter.

nms. nosher: Gl Msher, Ga-i-l Mo-s-h-e-r.
I'malso a resident of the Cak Ri dge Farm
Subdi vi sion, and pretty nmuch Tom has sumred it up;
however, | just want to point out that when ConEtd
spoke earlier, he tal ked about that over
$500 million of energy cost savings that the power
lines will instill for us.

Use that noney bury those lines. That's

all I want to say.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: All right, thank you.
The next name | have is Ral ph Perry and al so David
W gdahl. M. Perry.

MR. PERRY: M nane is Ral ph Perry, P-e-r-r-y.

I'"ma resident of River Rdge in South Elgin. |
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have a whol e notebook here filled wth comments and
statenents. |'mgoing to keep it sinple.
| don't care what anyone says, there was
not proper notification from ConEd about this
Gat eway Project, or any updates al ong the way as
It's gone on, nothing, no conmunication, anything.
Last statenent, | guess just to keep it
real sinple, ConEd said tonight, | think it was
Fi del, benefits outweigh the costs.
What about all our costs? Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: M. Wagdahl. Next is
Jerry Fisher. Jerry Arnato.
THE W TNESS: Here.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Did you want to speak,
sir?
MR. ARMATO  Yes.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: kay. Then al so Rob
Mason.
MR. MASON. R ght here.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Ckay. So, we'll hear
fromM. Armato and then M. Mason.
MR. ARMATO Good evening. My nane is Jerry
Armato, A-r-ma-t-o. M/, wife and |, Jane, live in

t he Bowes Creek community. W al so have a son
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Ant hony, his wife Alyssa, and two wonderf ul
grandchil dren who al so live in Bowes Creek.

W noved to Bowes Creek seven years ago.
We lived in Naperville just south of 95th Street for
15 years. We had high-tension power lines directly
i n back of our hone.

Wien we noved to Bowes Creek, our realtor
told us we would have difficulty selling our house
i n Naperville because of the power |ines and because
of the reduced cost of property val ue.

This is not why I'm here today. The
reason | ama here today is to talk about the health
I ssues concerning the power lines. |I'mgoing to
read a short paragraph here that gives you a little
i nformati on about the health problens associ ated
with the power Iines.

The Bio-Initiative Report of 2012 confirns
previ ously-reported health risks of overhead power
| ine electromagnetic fields, EM~s. The report
prepared by 29 authors from 10 countries includes
the review of approximately 1800 new studi es on the
bi ol ogi cal effects and adverse health effects of
EMF.

The report indicates the existing public
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safety limts of EMF and radi o frequency radiation
are not adequate to protect public health.

W're not willing to risk our children,
our | oved ones, when the expected | eukem a risks are
6 in 100,000 tinmes 30 in 100, 000; and the specific
community indicates that the increased risk of
cancers, and so many ot her di seases from exposure to
EMF, can no | onger be ignored.

Conmon sense says that the scientific
conmmunity is warning us about the overhead power
lines; and if the governments and power conpani es
don't know for sure they are safe, then don't build,
ConEd, the Gateway Project so close to our hones,
school s and daycar es.

G her jurisdictions have cone up with
conmmon- sense solutions to this dilemma. They don't
bui | d new above-ground, high-voltage power |ines
near people. Burying the high-voltage power |ines
totally elimnates the electric field conponent of
EMF t hrough shielding, thereby elimnates any health
| npacts caused by electric fields an significantly
reduces the magnetic field conponent of EMF through
phase cancel |l ation, thereby essentially elimnates

negative health effects caused by magnetic fields,
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ot her than i medi ately above a buried |ine.

Shortly after nmoving to Bowes Creek, | was
di agnosed with prostate cancer. A year later, | was
di agnosed with thyroid cancer. | did sone research,

and this did not run in ny famly. After living 15
years behind power lines, | have a question in ny
m nd, what caused that?

" mconcerned for safety and wel | -bei ng of
my famly and ny grandchildren. This is why |
oppose the project. Please consider burying for our
safety and our fam|lies.

| was going to say or rerouting, but after
listening to so nmany stories tonight, rerouting just
pushes it to sonebody else. W have to bury the
power | i nes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: W' Il hear from
M. Mason.

MR, MASON. Yes, ny nanme is Rob Mason,
Ma-s-o-n. My wife and | reside in Savanna Lakes
Subdi vi sion, which is just east of Bowes Creek.

The power lines will go directly behind
our house. W have the sanme concerns everyone el se
does, the health risk, the property val ue, et

cetera. | won't dwell on that. | just want to nake
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a coupl e quick comrents.

First of all, the gentleman from Contd
threw out sone statistics, which | actually hadn't
heard before, the $500 million savings over 33
years; but if you actually crunch the nunbers and do
ki nd of a back-of -the-napkin cal culation, | think
what it cones out to, assum ng, as | say, 4,000, 000
custoners in Northern Illinois, it's |less than a
dol lar a nmonth per custoner per year.

You know, a dollar a nonth, | nean, cone
on, that's nothing. They talk about 6,000 cars off
the road in terns of the savings on em ssion.

That's one-tenth of one percent of the cars in
I[1linois. There's over 5.6 mllion cars in
I1linois. That doesn't even include the trucks, et
cetera.

So, it's a mcroscopic savings. So, let's
keep that in perspective. The other anecdote I
woul d just share with you back, | think it was in
August, when we | earned that the route was goi ng
directly behind our house, okay, the foll ow ng
Monday | made it ny mission to speak with sonmeone at
ConkEd, and | literally nmade over 20 phone calls

bei ng dropped on voice mail, transferred, et cetera.
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| was bound and determned to talk to a
live human being, and | finally did after over 20
tries. | spoke with a young wonan who was very
polite, nice and cordial and patient listening to
me.

| subsequently | earned that she was the
wonman who is ConEd's routing expert, who was
actually overseeing the selection of the route. |
asked her point blank, "Wuld you want this in your
backyar d?"

And she said, "No." So, if it's not good
enough for her, why is it good enough for us? Thank
you. Bury the |line.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: All right, thank you.
The next nanme | have is D ck Wendel ken.

MR, VENDELKKEN:. |'Il pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: GCkay. Jimand Jay
Carroll.

MS. CARROLL: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Jake Zi nmer man and
then Jeff Sol ch.

MR, SOLCH: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Ci ndi Davi dson.

THE W TNESS: Pass.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Ren Davi dson.

MR. DAVI SON: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Tersa Root.

MS. ROOT: Here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Did you want to speak
t oday?

MS. ROOT:  Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: |'m sorry?

MS. ROOT:  Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Ckay. So, we'll start
with M. Zi nmrernman.

MR, ZI MVERVAN: CGood evening. M/ nane is Janes
Zimrerman, and that's Z-i-mme-r-ma-n. | wll be
bri ef because | already made comments on the
websi t e.

| live here in Elgin in the Bowes Creek
Subdi vi sion, less than 1,000 feet fromwhere this
project is proposed. | would like to draw the
Comm ssion's attention to the fact that ConEd is
requi red under the law, which they filed this
petition, to propose both a primary and alternative
route for the entire project, unless there is good
cause not to.

However, we know that in the eastern
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20 percent of the project fromPlato Township to the
Wayne substation, they did not do that. There is
only one route, and their claimto good cause is
that it cost too much.

They already own the easenents, and it's
t oo popul ated for another route. | think the fact
that they say that it's too popul ated speaks to the
fact that it should be noved sonewhere el se.

| nstead, they want to put the line in sone
of the nost vul nerable parts in Illinois' eighth
| argest city within a baseball's throw of the
pl ayground at Oter Creek Elenentary School and
literally in the backyards of Bowes Creek's active
adult 55-year-ol d-and-ol der community.

These popul ati ons are nuch nore

susceptible to the el ectromagnetic fields. [|'malso
concerned about the effects on property values. 1In
my own research, | have seen that these |ines can

have up to a 30-percent negative effect on property
val ues.

| asked ConkEd' s real estate expert, their
contractor at the Kane County Fare grounds open
house | ast summer, what type of effect this would

have on ny properties, and they said, "It's not
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going to help."

ConEd has al so tal ked about how nmuch noney
this project will save its consuners, yet they just
applied the increase rates that we pay. | urge the
[11inois Conmrerce Conmi ssion to deny Conkd' s
petitioner.

If they don't do that, | urge themto nove
t he power |ines somewhere else; and if they don't do
that, bury themin the eastern 20 percent of the
route. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Next we'll hear from
Ms. Root.

M5. ROOI: R ght. M nane is Teresa,
T-e-r-e-s-a, Root, R-0-0-t. M husband and | bought
a hone in Bowes Creek Senior Comrunity about nine
nont hs ago.

We noved from about three mles from
O Hare. We lived in the Wodal e area. One of our
I ncentives to nove where we did was the peace and
quite, as the other people had nmenti oned.

Needl ess to say, we had jets going
overhead every five mnutes where we lived. W were
| ooking for sone quite tinme where we coul d spend

time outdoors. Wat we bought, we perceived to be
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our dream hone.

Ri ght now, the things that |I could say
about it pretty nuch would be the noise fromthe
lines. M understanding is that these high-power
|l i nes snap and crackl e and buzz.

|"msure it probably interferes with cell
phone usage, probably interferes wth any
conmmuni cati ons and cabl e and what have you and phone
| ines within our hone.

We have friends who |live near power I|ines
in Elk Gove Village, and they told us that it
causes interference. Besides the obvious health
risk, they create a terrible eye sore.

My understanding is they are very big.
They extend 52 feet. W happen to be |ocated at the
far north end of Bowes Creek regency, so we're the
| ast hones on the north end of the subdivision, and
we're right behind the berm the treeline and the
rail road tracks.

Anot her concern of mne is they will be
removing the berm they will flatten the berm and
taking the trees out.

One of the things that we consi dered when

we noved there was to listen to the freight train
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t hat goes al ong those tracks, and the berm and the
tree lines does a considerably good job of nmasking a
| ot of that sound.

So, without the berm w thout the trees,
we're going to be back to square one with noise |ike
we had in Wodale. So, and also the track from
Nesl er Road, because that blocks -- the berm and
trees block a ot of that.

When ConkEd tal ks about savings, | agree
wth alot of -- I"'mnot a statistics person or
nunmbers cruncher, but | think that the proper thing
to do is to provide electricity, but to bury the
| i nes anywhere what soever near any residenti al
areas, any businesses, any schools. | think it
shoul d be buried probably the majority of the way,
at | east through our four counties.

And just pass it along, as the gentl eman
bef ore ne nentioned, a dollar anpbngst nore, | would
be happy to pay that to keep everybody's health in
tact. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. [|'ve got
Dal e Root .

MR, ROOTI: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Tracy Tet er - Chan.
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MS. TETER- CHAN:  Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Mel i ssa Payne WAgner;
and after that, Susan Payne.

MS. PAYNE: No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: |'m sorry?

MS. PAYNE: No.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: (Ckay. Charles Payne?

MR. PAYN: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: St ephani e Payne.

MS. PAYNE: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: R chard Dunne, did |
get that right?

MR. DUNNE: Dunne, D-u-n-n-e.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Yes. D d you want to
speak?

MR, DUNNE: Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: So, we'll start first
wth Ms. Payne Wagner and then we'll go to M.
Dunne.

M5. WAGNER:® Hi. Melissa, Me-l-i-s-s-a, and
t hen Payne, P-a-y-n-e, and then Wagner, Wa-g-n-e-r.

| just want to share a little, you know,

story fromthe rural part of this power line. W

are -- ny famly has a farmin DeKalb County, and I
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don't want to take too nuch time, but | just want to
say the power lines do affect the farns in rural
honmes and busi nesses, too.

So, our famly just really wants the whole
i ne buried. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: M. Dunne.

THE W TNESS: Good evening. M nane is Richard
Dunne, D-u-n-n-e. | ama Gty Council Menber for
the Gty of Elgin. W are in the area where the
city is.

So, we've had testinony of the mayor on
the record, but mnmy concerns are that the Cty of
Elginis the eighth largest city in the State of
I[llinois. W are a Hone Rule community.

We have adopted ordi nances that we would
li ke to see work, so that we coul d have proper
devel opnent. Those ordi nances require utilities to
be buried within the city and any trees that were to
be danaged, permts being issued for the trees to be
preserved or reall ocated back into the property.

It is interesting that the state has taken
-- has given the City of Elgin in one hand that
right and maki ng us a Home Rul e community, but at

the sane tine renoved that right fromus by givVving
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t he power to the | CC

So, I'"'masking the ICC to return the power
that the | egislatures have given to the Cty of
El gin, the power being the Hone Rule community, and
| et us nake decisions that matter to our citizens at
the |l owest | evel of governnent, and that is the Gty
Counci | .

Let the Gty Council determ ne what's the
best interest for its comunity, and we feel we
passed our resolution unani nously in Decenber that
t he power lines should go underground in all
residential areas.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. Next [|'ve
got Bill Coves, and then after Tim Mdte. M. Mite,
are you out there? Victoria Sanko-Perocco.

MS. SANKO PERUCCO  Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: So, we'll go with
M. Koves.

MR KOVES: Hello. [|I'mBill Koves, K-o0-v-e-s.
I'ma new resident of the Bowes Creek community, as
a |lot of others were that spoke before we.

The power lines are going right behind our
house, which we | earned about the day after we

signed on our contract. So, it was not well
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conmmuni cated to peopl e.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Sir, sorry to
interrupt you, if you could speak into the
m cr ophone.

MR KOVES. As | said, the day after we noved
I nto our hone, we | earned about the new power |ines
com ng in.

My concern that it's not just the affect
on our property values and the environnent in our
community, but also the health values. MW wife is a
two-time cancer survivor; and fromwhat |'ve read
about the EMF is that there are no concl usive
studi es that conclude that there's no affect on your
heal th due to these power |ines, especially for
cancer survivors that are nore prone.

The web |ink provided by ConEd in their
literature is a dead end. |It's not accurate. |If
the power lines goin, we wll be forced to nove.
We're not going to becone a statistic in the
Anerican Cancer Society's dat abase.

The lines nmust be rerouted to where they
do not affect people, or they nust be buried and
when buried, the berns and the tress are destroyed,

t hey nust replace that to protect our current
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envi ronnent .

So, |I'm asking ConEd do the right thing
for our citizens and our community and not for
corporate profit. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Ms. Sanko- Perucco.
M5. SANKO- PERUCCO  Yeah, Victoria
Sanko- Perucco. S-a-n-k-o hyphen Perucco,
P-e-r-u-c-c-o0. |I'ma resident of GCak Ri dge Farm

The openi ng speech that we just had at the
begi nning of this neeting nentioned aspects of
acting fairly and respectfully.

How is it fair that ConEd purchased | and
30 years ago for this plan, but it isn't
comuni cated when there is the building of these
pl anned comunities, or if you're purchasing a home,
even as this gentl eman who just spoke?

You know, if people knew about this plan,
t hey woul d never have noved to these affected areas.
|'ve been living in ny nei ghborhood for 16 years,
and I woul d never have noved into ny nei ghborhood if
| had known this.

The nei ghbor hoods woul dn't exi st as they
are today. Howis it fair that Contkd did not

directly communicate with all the inpacted people
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for this project, especially in established
nei ghbor hoods, so that, you know, they could voice
t heir concerns?

| recently |earned about this project just
this year. | had to informsone of ny nei ghbors
about the power lines that will be built in their
backyard. They never knew about it. So, it is poor
conmuni cat i on.

How is it fair that everyone here, and
peopl e who are not able to attend tonight's neeting,
or these other neetings that | honestly didn't know
about that occurred, you know, |ast year, everyone
here is stressing about mnultiple concerns rangi ng
from you know, our health, because ConEd can't
guar ant ee safety 100 percent, our environnment and
our property val ues.

So, the process and the communi cation has
been poor and unfair, but we do understand the need
for the project. There is the option of burying the
l i nes, which is a good option.

Look at what has happened this past
w nter, where there has been so nany ice storns in
areas such as Pennsyl vania that had downed power

| i nes and such an expense to fix themand it took
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thema long tine.

" mjust asking that you be fair and be
respectful, and we ask that you bury the |ines,
especially in residential areas. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. Next |
have John Kavalunas. |Is that M. Kaval unas over
t here?

MR, KAVALUNAS: That's ne.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: And then Bob Wery.

So, we'll first hear from M. Kaval unas and
M. Wery.

MR. KAVALUNAS: John Kaval unas,
K-a-v-a-l-u-n-a-s, and |I'm a resident and board
menber of the Bowes Creek community; and |'ve really
followed along with a lot of comments that have been
said. | oppose this project, and would just like to
| ook at a few aspects of it.

Wien | was in business for 35 to 40 years,
and we do financial evaluations of projects, we go
t hrough all the statistics. You do the
spreadsheets, you do all the math and you say
ultimately, "Does it pass the snell test? Does it
make sense?"

And when | hear and read from ConEd t hat
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property val ues have no inpact from overhead |i nes,
t hat doesn't pass the snell test. How can that
possibly be if these power |ines have no inpact on
property val ues?

So, right up front, | question the
veracity of a lot of the statenents from Contd
because it doesn't pass the snell test.

The |1 CC anal yst, as Bar bara Wj ni cki
noti oned, a couple of them even questioned the
project's need. So, to say we need electricity, for
sure; but do we need this project becones a
questi on.

As a couple of the anal ysts, thenselves,
have said, they question the basic prem se of the
project is it even needed. W know the cost of
under groundi ng.

|"mgoing to read the summary fromthe
RETA project. | don't know if RETA is absolutely
ri ght or absolutely technical, but the fact is they
have t hose studi es, and they have done eval uati ons
that run counter to what Contd said.

When the capital maintenance and
transm ssion | oss cost are conbi ned over the 60-year

life of a line underground hi gh-voltage |ines are
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generally | ess expensive than overhead |i nes.

H gh voltage direct current |ines are even
easi er and cheaper to bury than high voltage
alternating currents |ines.

We bury sewer |ines, water |ines,

t el ephone lines, electricity distribution |ines, TV
cabl e, natural gas oil pipelines, gas pipelines and
ot her pi peli nes.

It's time we started burying nore
hi gh-vol tage transm ssion |ines because over head
| i nes and power are unsightly and have so nmany ot her
negati ve i npacts.

And |l astly, even tonight the Contd
representative brought up these open houses. |[|'ve
heard that in direct testinony sessions at the |ICC
about these open houses all the public input and al
t he transparency.

Vel |, hundreds of us have attended two of
t hese open houses | ast summer and nmade our comrents.
As we wal ked through these open houses, no one had a
bi g- pi cture approach on anything. You were passed
on hel p, you were passed to another person. |If you
asked about environnment, you were passed to anot her

person. |If you asked about the property val ue, they
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didn't know. They passed you to anot her person.

So, there is not an overall acknow edgnent
of what the project was big picture at these open
houses, nor with all our comrent cards, have nyself
on the board, or any of ny neighbors, have any had
any feedback from ConEd that we were heard, that
t hey eval uated or changed anything on their plan
fromall this public comments. There is no evidence
that it nmade any difference.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Next is M. Wry.

MR. WEERY: Right. Good evening. M nane is
Bob, last nane is Wery, We-r-y. MW wife and I
purchased a new hone in Bowes Creek 55 plus
community less than a nonth ago; and |i ke other
nmenbers have spoken before ne, we had no idea about
Gat enay.

W were notified via E-mail thankfully by
John, who was kind enough to put us on the mailing
list, and that was the first tine we heard about any
power |ines being constructed or the possibility of
power lines in the Bowes Creek community.

My wife and | | ooked for a long tine to
find the right residence and community for us. Like

t he gentl eman who spoke earlier, Bowes Creek has so
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much to often, tranquil, it's peaceful, it's secure.
It has activities that we can participate in, in our
gol den years.

|"mnore fortunate than sonme of the
nei ghbors that had tal ked about having the power
lines in their backyard. M hone is on the further
east side or south side. W're in the new comunity
for the 55 pl us.

So, while | may see the power |ines, |
don't have to | ook at them outside ny w ndow every
day. M appeal to Conkd representatives and to the
ICCis bury those lines, please. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. Next we
have Bavech Patel, and then MK Mceli.

s M. Patel out there? MK Mceli? Jim
M1lano or MIlan. Ckay.

And then Len Sjostedt. So, we'll hear
fromM. MIlano first.

MR. M LANO. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak tonight. M nane is JimMIlano, Mi-Il-a-n-o,
|l i ke the cooki es.

|"m here for two reasons. One is I'ma
mnority owner of a business in Elgin where we

enpl oy 298 enpl oyees, and today was bring your child
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to work day at our conpany; and we had dozens of

ki ds runni ng around and found out through talking to
a |l ot of these children that were wal ki ng around,
that they attended the Oter Creek School .

And needless to say a |lot of these smling
faces, you know, in talking to the parents saying
about this situation wwth the power lines, it was a
tough situation to ook at these smling kids.

The ot her reason why |I'mhere, I'm
actually going to be noving into Bowes Creek in 30
days and just found out, right after we had signed
t he agreenent, that this situation was happeni ng,
and Ms. Lange earlier spoke about the Anerican dream
and building a hone and raising your children.

Vel l, you know, |I'm kind of heading to ny
gol den years as well. The Anerican dream of
retiring and retiring in a situation, you know, |ike
we may be facing with these power lines, is not what
| had in mnd, in terns of retirenent.

| n business, there's sonething called
negoti ati ng, and you tal ked about this $500 mllion
savi ngs that you all would achieve here, and let's
negoti ate and take sonme of that, |ike the many

peopl e spoke earlier, spread that cost out and bury
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t hose |ines.
| n concl usi on, ConEd, please bury the
| i nes before you nake us bury our children.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Sir, what's the nanme
of the school that you nentioned?
THE WTNESS: Oter Creek.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. | think
next is M. §jostedt.
MR SJOSTEDT: That's very good, by the way.
My nane is Len S ostedt. M nane is
S-j-o0-s-t-e-d-t, and I'mresident of Bowes Creek.
We hear ConEd cone out and say they don't
think the electronic transm ssion |ines affect
health. W heard this fromthe tobacco conpanies
forever. They were w ong.
We're hearing from ConkEd, maybe they're
wrong, too. They just cane out and asked for a
price increase, and they're going to nmake piles of
nmoney fromthis new power |ine when it cones
t hr ough.
They' ve got the noney to bury the |ines.
Pl ease bury the |ines.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Next we have Ben

Rodr i quez.
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MR. RODRI QUEZ: Yes, here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: And then Susan Davi e.

MS. DAVI E: Pass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Judy Gorr.

M5. GORR  Here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Did you want to speak,
Ms. CGorr?

M5. GORR  Yes.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: So, we'll hear from
M. Rodriguez and then Ms. Corr.

MR. RODRI QUEZ: Hello. M nane is Ben
Rodri quez, R-o-d-r-i-qQ-u-e-z.

Wien | was younger, | used to go to this
el ementary school that nmany have nentioned earlier
Oter Creek. At sone parts of that playground where
| once stood, the distance fromne to the power
lines is less than ne to that table right there.
That's just in perspective.

Now, | don't know how many of you m ght
have chil dren or know peopl e who do have chil dren
who to go Oter Creek. That's not okay to have
hi gh-power lines right there. 1It's just unethical.

These corporations, they don't see us, you

know, as individuals. Al they see us is just these

Marzullo Reporting Agency
(312) 321-9365




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O »d W DN -~ O

90

bi g bags of nopney; and | just think that, you know,
maybe t hey shoul d open what ever heart they have and
ask thensel ves would they send their children to a
school that close to a power line. Thank you.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. Ms. Gorr.
M5. GORR  Yes, Judy CGorr, J-u-d-y Go-r-r.
l'ma resident of Bowes Creek, and just been there
for five weeks. So, | found out about this about a
week after noved in, and | want to get sone
I nf ormati on.

What | don't understand is where is the
Envi ronnental Protection Agency. |t was nentioned
at the beginning of the neeting that federal
agenci es were brought in. |If they were brought in,
where is the reports fromthe Environnental
Prot ection agency.

There are laws to protect the people here,
and there is laws to protect the flora, the fawn and
the wetlands. W have a |lot of |laws that can nake
ConEd bring safety to all of the communities, and
they are the only ones that can enforce it.

As far as state agencies, yes, state
agencies like the Illinois Conmerce Conm ssion,

they're great, but the federal |aws say certain
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t hi ngs have to be done in order to protect people
and in order to protect the wildlife.

We have wetlands in the Bowes Creek
community. | don't know how you are inpacting the
wet | ands, but 1'Il bet if we got sone grass-root
agencies in here, they could probably tell us how
that's going to inpact the wildlife and all of the
wet | ands.

They are protected, federally protected.
And, so, these agencies, and the Arny Corps of
Engi neers, should be brought in to protect the | and,
to protect the people, to protect the wiildlife.

There is sonething call ed the Freedom of
Information Act that if there were reports, we
should all be entitled to see those reports. Wat
does the Environnmental Protection Agency say about
this project?

| think that that's who we shoul d be
calling. That's who we should be witing. W
should be telling themthere is a project out here
that's inpacting people, their health, their lives,
communities. Let's have them get invol ved.

Everyone start witing, start calling.

They are accessible. These federal agencies are
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accessible. So, let's do that, and naybe that's
sonething that wll make ConEd under st and what they
need to do to protect the people.

W need soneone with power. | know that
i n ConkEd, there are people that are working for
ConEd t hat probably hear these heart-w enching
stories and want to nmake a change, because they are
peopl e, and they are good people; but as a
corporation, let's face it, Conkd it's the bottom
line. W all know that.

And if it's going to take 33 years or 50
years for there to be any kind of a benefit, then
what about technology and inproving all those |ines?
It's not going to even matter by 50 years, and |
certainly will be dead.

So, at this point, | say you need to
either stop building this project or bury the |ines.
That's the conclusion that | think everyone here has
cone to, because it's hurting people, and it's
hurting the environnent; and I, for one, wll
contact the EPA. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. Next is
Charl es Lasky. M. Lasky? Brad Cahow. Katie

Cahow. Sean Kearney. What's your nane?
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MR CAHOW M nane is Brad Cahow.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Ch, okay. So, we'll
hear from M. Cahow. Could you spell your nane,
pl ease, for the reporter?

MR CAHOW Yes, it's Ga-h-o-w, and | live in
t he Gak R dge Farm Subdivision as well, and | would
|i ke to thank everybody for their coments tonight.
| really appreciate it.

Does it make sense to build a transm ssion
line to a nuclear generator that is failing to
conpet e because of | ower power sources. Frazier
Farnmer's Business Report in March 2014 that Exel on
executives and | obbyists and | aw makers and ot her
I nterested parties, that three of the six nucs
Exel on operates in Illinois are at risk of shutting
down.

In recent weeks, Exelon privately has said
Its large Byron Nuclear Plant in northwest Illinois
Is at risk, along wwth the Quad Cties and the
Cinton Plant, which have already been identified as
har dshi p cases.

Simlarly, the Tribune reported in March,

t he Tri bune anal ysis has found that Exelon's six

nucl ear power plants in Illinois have failed to turn
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a profit during the last five years.

Wiat ConEd is asking the ICC to connect a
grant for power to the Byron substation, it is
telling the state legislature that it unless it
recei ves hel p conpeting with wind power and nat ur al
gas, electrical generators, it will have to close
nucl ear power pl ants.

Wiile ConEd is telling the ICC that it
will not raise rates to build these towers, it is
asking for a rate increase conparable to the cost of
t hese towers.

ConEd just received a $340 mllion rate
hi ke in 2014 and now i s seeking a new $275 mllion
rate i ncrease for 2015. While Contd is asking for
rate increases in Illinois, in a filing on
March 21st, 2014, with the Federal Energy Regul atory
conm ssion, ConkEd has stated that the Grand Prairie
Project wll reduce congestion and |ower rates for
custoners in the ConkEd zone; but in the filing, they
are asking the Federal Energy Regul atory Comm ssi on
for transmission rate incentives to recover
100 percent of the construction work in progress on
the Gand Prairie Project.

Aut hori zation also to recover 100 percent
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of devel opnent and construction costs if the G and
Prairie Project is abandoned or cancel ed. The
filing says that the cost of the Gand Prairie
Project is from 277,000, 000 for the proposed route
to 336, 000,000 or nore for alternative routes.

These Grand Prairie Project towers wll be
165 feet high. To put the height of the towers into
perspective for nme, | drove past the towers
currently along the Jane Adans Tol | way, the Shal es
Par kway and Stearns Road in South El gin.

It is difficult to estimate the hei ght of
t hese towers while driving past them but | believe
they are not likely to be nore than 75 feet high.

| n downtown Elgin, the 15-story Elgin
t ower buil ding, which you can all see when you | eave
here this evening, is 186 feet high, only 21 feet
hi gher than these G and Prairie towers. Wy do they
need such tall towers?

These towers will have a single circuit at
the top. They will be conducted at 165 feet, which
I s much higher than the project they originally
proposed to PIJIMto allow ContEd to add two | evel s of
circuits below the top circuit at sone |ater date.

Yet it is unknown whet her that height wll
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be needed, or if those extra circuits wll ever be
added. The towers wll likely be visible for mles,
in addition to all the other criticisnms that we've
heard about these towers tonight, they are unsightly
at best.

ConEd is not confirm ng which nucl ear
power plants will close. |If Byron closes, wll
t hese towers be abandoned after they were built? |If
t hey are abandoned, will the Federal Governnent pay
ConEd the cost to the abandonnent towers?

WIIl ConkEd renove the abandoned towers or
just | eave then? Maybe ConEd can't afford to build
these towers. On the other hand, with all this
financial wealth, why can't ConEd just bury the
W res?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: |'m sorry, your nane,
pl ease?

MR. KEARNEY: My nane is San Kear ney.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: I f you coul d spel
your name for the reporter.

MR, KEARNEY: K-e-a-r-n-e-y. M coments are
felt it inportant to add anot her face, another
famly, to this issue. | believe the man that

ki cked of f the evening here on the stage,
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M. Marquez, on behalf of ConEd stated ConEd put
together a plan in which the benefits outweigh the
costs.

M. Marquez said ConkEd put together a plan
i n which the benefits outweigh the costs. Well,
what about our costs? Listening to the room there
seens to be a lot of costs that are being ignored.

|"ve lived in Bowes Creek for six years,
my wife Jessica, seven-year-old son Aden, tw ns,
four-year-old twins Nathan and Adam There are a
|l ots of young famlies |ike mne in Bowes Creek.

" mconcerned with the val ue of ny
comunity, a community that hasn't yet recovered
fromthe real estate bubble years ago. [|'malso
concerned with the health of ny famly and many
famlies in Bowes Creek and others in this room

Chi | dhood | eukem a, cancer, mniscarri ages,
t hese are not acceptable costs. The doubl e whamy
for me is that ny children also go to Oter Creek
El enentary School, the school nentioned earlier
t oday by several others.

|, too, drove by the school today with ny
kids to take a peek at the route. |It's absolutely

absurd. There are areas where the lines will run
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nearly on top of the school and a play area. |
estimate | ess than a 100 feet, maybe | ess.

My young ki ds and 450 other children wll
spend seven hours a day, 5 days a week, 9 nonths a
year under these lines for 7 years. In what world
does that cost have a counter-benefit?

U46 superintendent, Dr. Jose Torez, where
Oter Creek is located, just sent out this tweet a
few nonents ago, "I'mat the ConkEd public hearing
attendance. | arrived too late to speak to oppose
the power lines running by Gter Creek El enentary
School . "

" mvery good to hear that, Dr. Torez, and
| look forward to the school district's anplified
support in this matter.

Contd, please bury these lines at Qter
Creek El ementary, Bowes Creek and the ot her
sensitive areas being represented here today. Thank
you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. Next nane
on the list is Van Asunto, and then we've got Thonas
Rhoads, and then the |l ast person actually on the
list is Debbie MIler or Mler. Sir, if you could.

MR, RHOADS: |'m Thomas Rhoads, R-h-o0-a-d-s.
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|'mone of the strangers in the room because | |ive
about 25 mles west of here on a farm and ny wfe
and | both filed the intervention back in February
on this project, because | have a | ot of

di sagreenents about why they proceed with it.

But first of all, | heard about it in
probably August or July before the first neeting,
and they said, well, they are thinking about
buil ding a route going from Byron to Wayne.

And what bothered ne, it's going to be
real close to where | was at, because 45 years ago
when the gentl enman from ConEd nade a comment about
30 sonething years, it was 40 sonet hi ng years ago,
when all of this property was easenments for purchase
when they were going to put a substation in just
east of ne about three mles.

They bought easenents from Byron, or tried
to get sone of the easenents, and bought a 320 acres
to put that substation in, which down the road it
never really happened, but they already purchased a
| ot of those easenents.

As a matter of fact, about 75 percent of
the | and they were purchasing were going to be used

and had al ready been bought that have easenent
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rights on them

That was when the ground was selling for
$1, 000 an acre conpared to today when it's 10,
$12, 000 an acre. So, they nade a good buy, even
though it didn't go through with their project at
that point in tinme; but when | heard about this
taking place, it was already in the books it was
going to be the primary route.

They were calling for legal authority.
They had al ready purchased the easenents. Wll,
with that, | operate and own -- | operate about
1275 acres. | own 124 acres, and that ny 124 acres,
my wife and | have had and lived in the sane spot
for 42 years, and it's going right through our farm

It's going to be within about 400 feet of
our house. W had to rebuild our house 17 years
ago, because the one we had was a farmhouse, it
burned. 1've got a house, over $500, 000 house.

The reason |I'm concerned about this
project, and we all should be, you' re going to | ose
20 to 40 percent of the value the property has,
whet her it's your house, real estate, a business.

Talk to any realtor, and that is one of

the main reasons why | filed an intervention and ny
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wfe along wwth ne. There's been several farners
out our way that filed an interventi on because

t hey' ve got livestock, and power |ines going over
| i vest ock can cause a | ot of problens.

W have a health farmthat | hel p manage
and operate that's 400 feet fromthese towers; and
transm ssion-wi se, there are a |lot different,
peopl e, than just regular lines you see up and down
the road here. They are carrying 345, 000 volts.

They are getting perm ssion to get the
second proposal to put up for dual poles. Down the
road there's going to be 690,000 volts going across
your rooftops.

No, 440 feet, | feel good about that. |
don't feel bad. | don't feel real good about it,
but | feel really good conpared to a | ot of you
sitting here in Elgin and Bowes Creek, it's going
ri ght in your backyards.

You are right, the only way for this thing
to go through, if it goes through, the Illinois
Comrerce Conmmission is the only sal vation you got.
That's the only one you got. It has to be willing
to say, "You're going to have to bury it, you're

going to take that route.”
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If they put it overhead, it's very
dangerous. Wen they approached us 40 years ago to
purchase this property, when we were buying al
this, at that point in tinme we had about 750
breedi ng cows, beef aninmals; and when they cane to
us and said what they were going to do, we nade
addi ti onal research and found out that it caused
sterility in beef cows.

It would cause sterility in dairy aninmals.
We don't know exactly, but any animals it coul d
affect, but we're tal king about kids. Schools are
right close to them

The reason they are so high is to get that
el ectromagnetic field away. It is not putting one
of themup there. 1It's to get it out of the reach
of where it is dangerous.

The reason | cane here tonight is because
I have a strong feeling this thing should not go
t hrough as planned. It's just a shanme that they're
not going to take care of everybody in this room and
t hey won't.

| could be happy if they said, well, don't
put it on ny property. You know what, |'mjust

pushing it over to ny nei ghbor.
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So, what good am | doing? I'mgoing to
nmove that line 400 feet to ny house to 600-foot from
my house. The danage is still there.

| got eight grandchildren that spend a | ot
of tinme in ny house, in ny honme, with ny wife and I,
and I'minterested in their safety. They've waited
40 years to buy this easenent.

So, they already went through one
generation that you' ve already fought with. Now
they're going go nove it about seven nmiles or seven
acres of this property they're going put |ines one.
The rest of it is already taken care of. Wst of
here i s done.

Most of the primary routes are al ready on
t he easenent. They will probably go around El gin.
Good luck to you. 1'mgoing to be fighting it. |
know npost of you are.

| just hope the Illinois Commerce
Conmm ssion stands with us and does the right thing.
Either bury it or forget it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. | just
wanted to make sure, Van Asunto. Debbie MIler

Vell, that is everyone that | have on ny

list. |Is there anyone who did not sign in who would
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| i ke to make comments? |If you could go ahead and
approach the m crophone; and the sane as everybody
el se, identify yourself and spell your nane for the
st enogr apher.

M5. DINAPOLI: My nane is Wendy Dinapoli
D-i-n-a-p-o-1-i. | livein Elgin, and I'mhere for
two reasons, cancer and chil dren.

40 mllion Anericans have cancer today
al ready di agnosed. The Wrld Health Organization
says that nunber is going to double in the next six
years of 2020, and it's because of everyday
decisions like this, and we need to start naking
changes.

Leukema is directly inpacted by power
| i nes, as other kinds of cancer and our children are
at risk. They have devel opi ng brai ns and thinner
skulls, and they are rmuch nore inpacted by power
lines than adults are and we need to protect them
We need to protect the future generations, your
grandchil dren as wel | .

Two of the nore well-known bi ol ogi cal
I npacts fromelectric snog are the interruption of
your brain wave patterns |eading to behavior issues,

and the interference wth your body's communicati on
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system | eadi ng to abnornal neurol ogi ¢ functions,
such as denentia, chronic fatigue syndrone and
fi bronmyalgia, just to nane a few

W need to becone nore aware of these
I ssues, and we need to keep tal king about this and
sharing this information, and ConEd is part of that
process. They need to |look to the future and nake
W se choi ces. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. [Is there
anybody else? |If you could identify yourself and
spel | your nane.

M5. BURCH |I'mLyn Burch, B-u-r-c-h. L-y-n ny
first nane. |'Ill try to keep this short.

One thing | wanted to address about the
open houses that ContEd had was in our area anyway,
it wasn't a forumlike this where we could conme up
and tal k and feel out how other people felt about
it. W were divided, | felt, so that we couldn't
comment |ike this, and that other people alluded to
t hat al so.

W live way out in Ogle County. W live
in the eastern side of Ogle County, and we're
farmers, and there are several applications that

haven't been di scussed here as far as farm ng.

Marzullo Reporting Agency
(312) 321-9365




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©O 0O N OO O »d W DN -~ O

106

The power lines are greatly going to
affect our farm ng operations; and even though it's
not a residential area, and | certainly understand
all of you that live in Elgin how upsetting that is,
and | synpathize with all that, we're nore spread
out in the country, but we're still people.

And | would | ove to see the power lines
buried out there, too. W have kids and grandki ds,
and we live near the power lines. They're going to
be al ong the edges of our fields, which is going to
af fect any crop spraying.

W were told that near the power I|ines,
farmers sonetines have to drag a chain behind so
their electronics will work in the conbine. This is
2014. Wio has to drag a chain around behi nd your
conbine? That is just ridiculous in this day and
age.

The way the comrents were about the noney,
how nmuch noney it would cost, just why can't they
bury it everywhere and not just in the residential
areas.

And there's one nore thing, we've al
tal ked about health and safety and the obvi ous

di scussi ons about howit's going to affect people's
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property, which are valid reasons to reject ConEd' s
proposal, but they are not as obvious as the reason
t hat ConEd has not proven the need for this project.
| don't claimto understand anythi ng about
auction and revenue rights, and no one has brought
that up tonight, but | understand that ConEd intends
to use themto hedge their costs and to get credit
to conpensate for congestion costs on the grid.
These facts cone fromthe testinony of
Ri chard Zuraski, who is an econom st focusing on
energy and regulatory issues in the policy division
of the Illinois Conmerce Conmm ssion dated
February 146t h, 2014.
He states, this is a man wth the Conmerce
Conm ssion, "l see no evidence in this case to
suggest that the project will have a noticeabl e
I npact on conpetition; and with respect to M. Now
Naumann's that is essential to relieve congestion,
It's sinply not true.

"There al ways has been, and there al ways

will be, congestion in the grid. 1It's a natural and
expected condition of the grid." There is alittle
bit nore of that. It's getting |late.

| don't want to keep everyone, but in his
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final statenent he concl udes, "According to ny
anal ysis, the project is not cost effective."

And there's one nore by Hassir Rashid, the
Engi neering Program Safety and Reliability Division
off the Illinois Conmrerce Conm ssion al so says that
he has reached the follow ng conclusion: "Wile the
proj ect nmay provide sone operational benefits to the
transm ssion system it is not needed to resolve
reliability violations on ConEd's transm ssion
system and, therefore, is not necessary to provide
adequate, reliable and efficient service to Conkd' s
cust oners.

"ConEd has provided no basis for a
determ nati on of whether its projected -- proposed
project is the | east cost neans of providing
adequate, reliable and efficient service to Conkd' s

custoners,"” and those again were | CC staff nenbers.
So, they could speak so nuch better than |
can. Thank you for |istening.
HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Anybody el se who wants
to speak?
MR DUFFY: Are you ready? M nane is Bob
Duffy. D, as in David, u-f-f-y. | live out in

Creek Side Subdivision, which is right by Qter
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Creek School. Can you hear ne? Al right, maybe we
shoul d get a new stenographer. R ght by OQter Ceek
School .

Years ago, Kane County Forest Preserve
approached us as taxpayers and asked us to allow a
tax increase in order to purchase additional open
|l and in the County of Kane.

The county was probably | acking forest
preserve land. W okayed it. They started buying
| and. Sonme of the | and they bought was the Oter
Creek Forest Preserve. Al right?

OQter Creek Forest Preserve runs directly
behi nd ny house, where the subdivision is. So, now
we bought all this open Iand we're going to put high
poles in the mddle of the forest preserve?

| understand it's on a railroad
ri ght-of-way, but put high poles there? The truth
I s busi ness deci sions are always nade what's best
for the business, not what's best for you guys.

They don't really give a rep. You're going to pay.
Al right?

Wiy don't we just, since we have the

t echnol ogy, our natural gas isn't running over our

head, bury the stinking lines and be done with it.
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If you need it, bury it. You have the technol ogy,
bury it.

You' re not running these high wires in
downt own Chi cago, because of technol ogy exists, and
you are burying them You could easily run them
along the | akefront, a | ot of open |and there, but
you' re not doing that.

You are burying them Bury them out here,
because our vote counts as nuch as anythi ng el se.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Coul d you identify
yoursel f and spell your nane?

MS5. RAFAEL: H . M nane is Fl orence Rafael,
F-1-o-r-a-n-c-e Ra-f-a-e-I. | just wote ny speech
while | was sitting here listening to everybody
el se.

| really hesitated to cone here tonight.
Why? Because politics is really not ny cup of tea.
Politics is all about nmoney and power. \Whoever has
nore power and wei ght has a nmuch greater advant age
t han anybody el se.

| was told the decision has already been
made, and this neeting is nerely a formality. | am

hopi ng that, you know, is an incorrect statenent.
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| actually live two mles away from where
this is all going on, but the reason |I'm here today
is because | have a third grader at Oter Creek, and
| thought that | should at least try to have ny
voi ce be heard; and, by the way, there are 740
students at Oter Creek, which is increasing in the
2014- 2015 school year.

Wien peopl e tal k about costs, what's
typically considered, it's the direct cost. What
about the indirect cost?

In the article from Novenber, it states,
and this is froma quote, ConmEd conmuni cati on
spokesman David O Dowd stated "ConEd is required to
by law to construct transm ssion |lines at the | east
cost to custoners, and we woul d neet those
objectives with a primary and alternate routes that
we are submtting to ICC for the Gand Prairie
Gat eway Project.

"According to the E-mail, underground
transm ssion |ines have not been consi dered because
t hey woul d not qualify under | east cost
requi renents. The routes reflect the public input
fromthree rounds of open houses, along with data

and revi ew of environnental issues, real state
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records and overall constructability."

And agai n hearing everybody el se's
speeches, it sounds like there are indirect costs
t hat have not been considered, and it says it is
feasible to bury these power |ines.

How about the health and safety of our
children? How nuch does that cost to care for a
famly that has cancer? Contd, would you want your
child or grandchild playing outside under a
hi gh-vol t age power |ine?

One of those students who was previously
stated, "Fromwhere | stand fromwhere that table
Is.” So, please, Contd, please consider burying
t hese power |lines for the sake of our children.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: |Is there anybody el se
who wanted to provi de comment ?

MR. NODURFT: Can | add sonething? Can | add
sonet hi ng?

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Sure. Cone on down
and identify yourself and spell your nane.

MR. NODURFT: This is Tom Nodurft again, from
the Cak Ri dge Farm Subdi vision, No-d-u-r-f-t. The
first thing | would like to nake a comment to

M. Cahow, very good comment research
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| was doing sone rough cal cul ations on the
cost savings, and | took a look. W were told
earlier, | heard a lot of difference costs on this
proj ect rangi ng between $250, 000, 000 and
325 mllion. So, we will just make it at 250.

| figure five years to conplete the
project is $50 mllion bucks a year. | figure three
percent cost of noney.

Wen it's all said and done, the tine
factor for that is 30 years, not 33. So, 25 years
after the work is conpleted will be a period of
where we're paying |less at three-percent cost of
noney.

| cal cul ated the actual cost about
364, 000, 000. Now, admttedly, |I'mnot using ny
financial calculator, so it's very rough; but if you
divide that, then, if you take that 364 fromthe 500
mllion dollars savings, |eaves us with a buck 36.
$136 nmillion divided d by 30 years divided by
4,000, 000 custoners, it cost a buck 13 a year per
cust oner.

So, | am not sure what kind of savings
we're tal king about. My wife wanted nme to bring

sonet hi ng up. Kane County spoke earlier. Kane
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County -- backing up to the forest preserves, Kane
County was very quick to make an offer to ConkEd, and
| think through the I1CC, they' Il be nore than
willing to sell the rights in land for $1.7 million
so that they can take the noney they nade fromthis
area here and build sonething down in St. Charles,
whi ch | thought was kind of interesting on how the
Forest Preserve District works for Kane County.

That's not comrentary for |1 CC or for
Contd, but that is certainly Kane County and Contd
conm serate together, which is kind of | think very
I nteresting, very telling thing on political
climtes and how t hey work.

But the savings we're taking about just
don't necessarily nesh with what we're being told.
So, again, we get back to the point of what's the
nost equitable cost structure, because | believe
this is going through whether we want it to or not.

So, the only equitable thing for everyone,
again, is to bury the lines and spread that cost
over all of the users, end users, whether it's
northern Illinois custoners or people in
Pennsyl vani a.

Because this grid system fromwhat |
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gat her, runs fromlowa to Pennsylvania down to
Ceorgia and up into Canada. | can't believe that
it'"s only going to being utilized for northern
I1linois custoner. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER SAGONE: Thank you. |Is there
anyone el se? All right, there being no further
comments, |'mgoing to go ahead and now di sm ss the
court reporter.

| had originally planned on taking a
five-m nute break, but given the | ateness of the
hour, in the interest of maxim zing the Q and A
portion, | would suggest we just go straight into
t he question and answer.

(WH CH WERE ALL THE PROCEEDI NGS HAD. )
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STATE OF ILLINO S )
) SS.
COUNTY OF COOK)

PAMELA A. MARZULLO, C.S. R, being first duly sworn,
says that she is a court reporter doing business in the city
of Chicago; that she reported in shorthand the proceedi ngs
had at the Proceedi ngs of said cause; that the foregoing is
a true and correct transcript of her shorthand notes, so
t aken as aforesaid, and contains all the proceedi ngs of said

heari ng.

PAMELA A. MARZULLO
Li cense No. 084-001624

SUBSCRI BED AND SWORN TO
before ne this _ day

of 2014.

Not ary Public
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