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HAMPSHIRE — The vil-
lage board recently unani-
mously approved the pur-
chase of a 14-foot gazebo
from Leisure Woods Inc. in
Genoa, for $6,510 installed.

The gazebo will be erected
on the 1.5-acre Memorial
Park, at the southeast corner
of Route 72 and Getzelman
Road. The park currently has
a bench and a flagpole that
were installed by members
of the Hampshire American
Legion.

Board members said they
expect the gazebo to be fin-
ished in November 2014.

According to Trustee Or-
ris Ruth, the proposed ga-
zebo will have a brown roof-

top, cedar sides and metal
benches.

Trustee Mike Reid asked
if there will be a light in the
gazebo. Ruth said that no
light is planned at this time
but one could be added at a
later date.

“The village was success-
ful in obtaining grant funds
using riverboat funding from
Kane County,” said Village
Administrator Doug Max-
einer.

“The total grant amount is
$18,800, with $4,000 of that
total earmarked for a gazebo.
While the recommendation
from Trustee Orris Ruth (for
the gazebo) exceeds the line
item included in the grant
budget, there is a contin-
gency line item in the project
budget that can accommo-

date the difference.”
Maxeineradded that “there

will be someconcreteworkre-
quired for the foundation and
floor of the gazebo that will
need to be funded aswell. The
non-grant funding will come
from $20,000 in park-impact
fees that were included in the
budget for the development of
Memorial Park.”

The budget for the park’s
development includes:
▪ $14,800 for a bike path
▪ $1,000 for a fixed grill
▪ $2,400 for picnic tables
▪ $10,000 for landscaping
▪ $16,000 for a parking lot
▪ $2,000 for signage.

The village committed
$43,000 for the project while
not-for-profit donors have
committed $700. The total
project budget is $62,500.

BY DENISE MORAN
For The Courier-News

Hampshire to put gazebo
at park alongRoute 72
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CHICAGO — The un-
solved investigation into the
deaths of seven people who
swallowed cyanide-laced Ty-
lenol is returning to where it
started more than 30 years
ago, as a group of Illinois law
enforcement agencies said
Friday that the FBI will no
longer lead the probe.

Police inArlingtonHeights
— where three of the victims
died — announced in a news
release that a task force
made up of their department
along with the Illinois State
Police and police depart-
ments in Chicago, Elk Grove
Village, Lombard, Schaum-
burg and Winfield will run
the investigation.

The FBI will continue to
“provide resources in areas
of expertise as needed to
support the investigation,”
according to the release,
adding that task force will
also work with prosecutors’
offices in Cook County and
DuPage County.

“The investigation is on-
going, and it continues to
be active,” said Arlington
Heights Police Commander
Mike Hernandez. He said
the logistics about what each
agency will do still has to be
worked out.

Friday’s announcement

comes two days shy of the
31st anniversary of the day
people who’d taken Extra
Strength Tylenol started to
die of cyanide poisoning.

In a space of three days
beginning Sept. 29, 1982, sev-
en people who took cyanide-
laced Tylenol in Chicago and
four suburbs died. That trig-
gered a national scare that
prompted an untold number
of people to throw medicine
away and stores nationwide
to pull Tylenol from their
shelves.

In recent years, the case
has taken a number of twists.
In 2009, federal agents
searched the Boston-area
home of James W. Lewis,
who once served 12 years in
prison for sending an extor-
tion note to Tylenol maker
Johnson & Johnson demand-
ing $1million to “stop the kill-

ing.” Lewis, who along with
his wife gave DNA samples
and fingerprints to investiga-
tors, denied any involvement
in the poisonings. After the
investigation that included a
seizure of boxes, files and a
computer from Lewis’ Cam-
bridge, Mass., home he was
never charged.

Then in 2011, the FBI took
a DNA sample from the so-
called Unabomber, Ted Kac-
zynski. Kaczynski, who grew
up in the Chicago area and
whose parents lived in the
suburbs in 1982 when the Ty-
lenol slayings occurred, de-
nied in court papers that he
ever “possessed any potas-
sium cyanide” — the poison
used — and he has not been
charged. At the time, his law-
yer suggested the FBI want-
ed Kaczynski’s DNA simply
to rule him out as a suspect
and not because agents be-
lieved he was involved.

As for the slayings them-
selves, the details of the
deaths of the six adults and
one 12-year-old girl have fad-
ed from memory. But much
like the terrorist attacks of
9/11 resulted in new security
measures in airports, the
poisonings resulted in ad-
ditional security measures
taken in the packaging of
food, drink and medicine to
prevent tampering. AP

BY DON BABWIN

Area cops take up ’82
Tylenol slayings probe

News

In this October 1982 file
photo, bottles of Extra-
Strength Tylenol are tested.
| AP~JOHN SWART~FILE
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ELGIN—The third and final outdoor con-
cert at Festival Park downtown takes place
Sunday, Oct. 13, with Lynyrd Skynyrd and
John Kay and Steppenwolf performing.

Things have gone well enough that plans
are progressing to offer more shows in the
city-owned park next summer.

“Onesti Entertainment is putting forth a
plan to produce regular concerts and festi-
vals in partnership with the Grand Victoria
Casino and the city of Elgin. The plan is to
include several multicultural, culinary and
music-based events,” Ron Onesti, CEO and
president of Onesti Entertainment Corpora-
tion, stated in an email.

Onesti, whose business operates the Ar-
cada Theatre in downtown St. Charles, has
been working with Grand Victoria Casino for
about two years beefing up its indoor enter-
tainment.

“I continue to seek out a combination of
unique and new acts combined with the best
of the most popular entertainers,” Onesti
stated of the indoor offerings.

This summer, with Onesti producing, the
casino decided to hold its “Rock and Roll
Jackpot” outdoor concert series in Festival
Park, which is adjacent to the Grand Victo-
ria. The casino pays Elgin for use of the park,
Onesti stated, and for any extra public safety
workers theymight put on duty at or near the
park for the events.

An Aug. 24 concert featured ‘60s blues
rockers Eric Burdon and the Animals and
‘80s new wave punk pop act Joan Jett and
the Blackhearts. Another concert in the park

took place Sept. 21 with ‘70s rockers Grand
Funk Railroad and ‘80s hair metal act Night
Ranger.

According to Onesti, attendance at each
show was more than 4,000 and, “all things
considered, yes, they did (make money).
..With the right formula and the right coop-
eration, excitement truly can be created.”

Casino officials have said that after the
Animals and Jett concert, 270 people signed
up for Grand Victoria Club membership —
four times the number they see on a typical
Saturday night.“I have personally seen many
people enter the casino after the show or be-
fore the shows,” Onesti stated.

More than 3,000 tickets already have been
sold to the Oct. 13 concert, which will be simi-
lar in format to the others, “but expanded to
include a stage twice the size as what we’ve
used in the past,” Onesti stated.

Lynyrd Skynyrd, of course, is known for its
southern fried rock, particularly “Freebird,”
one of the most popular power ballads of all
time, which was first released in 1973. The
pilot, copilot, road manager and three band
members died in a plane crash in Mississippi
in 1977 — singer Ronnie Van Zant, guitarist
Steve Gaines and Gaines sister, Cassie, who
sang backing vocals.

Kay and Steppenwolf are best known for
“Born to Be Wild,” the 1968 biker anthem
used to great effect in 1969’s “Easy Rider,”
the groovy road movie which featured Peter
Fonda, Dennis Hopper and Jack Nicholson.

Tickets for the Oct. 13 Elgin show range
from $25 to $99, with gates opening at 4 p.m.
Steppenwolf is set to take the stage at 5:30
p.m., followed by Lynyrd Skynyrd at 7:30 p.m.
For more information www.grandvictoriaca-
sino.com/lynyrdskynyrd.

BY MIKE DANAHEY
mdanahey@stmedianetwork.com

@DanaheyECN on Twitter

Hear ‘Freebird’ Oct. 13
at Elgin’s Festival Park

Lynyrd
Skynyrd will
be appearing
in Festival
Park in Elgin
on Oct. 13. |
SUBMITTED
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