
 
August 14, 2013 
 
 
 
Hans Detweiler 
Rock Island Clean Line LLC 
5412 N. Clark St., Suite 209 
Chicago, IL60640 
 
RE: Rock Island Clean Line 
 IDNR Project #1203920  
 ICC Docket # 12-0560 
 
Dear Mr. Detweiler:  
 
This letter concerns the consultation for a proposed interstate High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) 
transmission line that would traverse Illinois from Rock Island to Morris.  As proposed, the line will  
cross the Mississippi River and enter Illinois in Rock Island County, south of Cordova.  The HVDC 
corridor (which varies between 145 to 200 feet wide) will cross portions of Whiteside, Henry, Bureau, 
LaSalle and Grundy Counties. It will terminate with an interconnection at the Collins Substation located 
along the western shore of Heideke Lake, Grundy County, which is owned by Commonwealth Edison and 
managed by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR or Department).  
 
Clean Line Energy submitted an initial corridor alignment to IDNR in 2011 as part of the due diligence 
required by the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC).  The Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC), the 
State regulatory body which authorizes construction and operation of energy transmission projects via a 
Certificate of Convenience and Necessity, requires applicants to consult with the IDNR to identify 
potential impacts to State listed species and other natural resources.   
 
IDNR conducted an initial review of the draft alignment and identified a major resource conflict with 
Green River State Wildlife Area, located in Lee County, among other issues.  In January 2013, Clean 
Line submitted a revised alignment (preferred and alternative) which entirely avoids Lee County, thus 
resolving the conflict with the Green River State Wildlife Area.   
 
Additional issues and recommendations for the most recent preferred and alternative alignments are 
discussed below by county.   
 
Rock Island County 
 

 The proposed corridor enters Illinois at sections 1 and 12, township 19N, range 1E. It crosses the 
southern boundary of the eastern portion of the River, which is designated as the Mississippi 
River-Cordova Illinois Natural Area, an area of high mussel concentration and diversity.  IDNR 
suggests the line cross further south, outside the natural area boundary.  
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 Immediately east of the River in section 12, a large swath of riparian woodland will be cleared.  
IDNR requests the estimated acreage to be impacted should the line not be re-routed further 
south.   

 IDNR recommends that all waterways be spanned to avoid in-stream and shoreline impacts that 
could result from tower placement and equipment movement.  

 The line passes about 2,000 feet north of Port Byron Geological Natural Area in section 7, 
township 19N, range 2E, but adverse impacts do not appear likely. 

 
Whiteside County 
 

 The line crosses the Rock River in section 25, township 19N, range 3E.  The proposed crossing is 
located about 1,500 feet east of a river channel island identified as an avian rookery.  IDNR 
recommends a span of sufficient length to avoid in-stream or riparian corridor impacts. No listed 
species are identified within the rookery.  

 
Henry County  
 

 The preferred route traverses, in an easterly direction, about 1,500 feet of intact woodland in 
section 3, township 18N, range 4E. This woodland is not identified as a Natural Area, however, 
the line’s installation would result in further fragmentation of a large wooded block of land, 
further homogenizing available habitat within the state.  IDNR recommends rerouting around this 
tract.  

 The alternative route encounters Fairfield Ditch Illinois Natural Area in section 36, township 
18N, range 4E along the western Bureau County border. This waterway provides habitat for the 
state listed Weed Shiner.  The Department recommends that no in-stream or riparian corridor 
work or equipment placement be allowed at this location. 

 
Bureau County  
 

 In section 17, township 18N, range 6E, and section 15, township 18N, range 6E, Fairfield Ditch 
Illinois Natural Area and Fairfield Union Ditch Illinois Natural Area respectively, would be 
spanned by the line. These waterways provide habitat for the state listed Blacknose and Weed 
Shiners.  The Department recommends that no in-stream or riparian corridor work or equipment 
placement be allowed at this location.   

 In section 14, township 18N, range 6E the route traverses a portion of Hennepin Canal State Park.  
A separate license agreement with IDNR to cross this State owned and managed property is 
required.  Also, upon proper notification, IDNR will conduct a Comprehensive Environmental 
Review, including a cultural resource evaluation, for this crossing.  

 About 2,000 feet of intact woodland in section 13, township 18N, range 6E would be traversed.  
IDNR recommends rerouting away from this resource if possible.  

 Walnut Special Ditch is crossed in section 23, township 18N, range 7E.  This canal provides 
habitat for the state listed Starhead Topminnow and Weed Shiner.  The Department recommends 
that no in-stream or riparian corridor work or equipment placement be allowed at this location.     

 Wooded areas within two feeder creeks to Big Bureau Creek in section 28, township 18N, range 
10E would be traversed.  Fragmentation should be avoided or minimized if possible.  

 The alternative route encounters Fairfield Ditch Illinois Natural Area in section 34, township 
18N, range 6E.  This waterway provides habitat for the state listed Weed Shiner, Blacknose 
Shiner and Starhead Topminnow.  The Department recommends that no in-stream or riparian 
corridor work or equipment placement be allowed at this location.  

 The alternative route crosses a portion of Hennepin Canal State Park in sections 35 & 36, 
township 18N, range 6E.  Fragmentation of a wooded area along the western park boundary 
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appears to be avoided.  A separate license agreement with IDNR to cross this State owned and 
managed property is required. Also, upon proper notification, IDNR will conduct a 
Comprehensive Environmental Review, including a cultural resource evaluation, for this 
crossing.   

 The alternative route crosses approximately 1,000 feet of woodland in section 31, township 18N, 
range 7E.  It also crosses the Green River wooded riparian corridor in section 36, township 18N, 
range 7E. Fragmentation should be avoided or minimized if possible at both of these locations.  

 The alternative crosses 500 feet of Crooked Creek woodland in section 31, township 18N, range 
8E; approximately 1,000 feet of Masters Fork woodland in sections 36 &31, township 18N, range 
9E; and a small wooded area east of Big Bureau Creek, section 32, township 18n, range 10E.  
Fragmentation should be avoided or minimized if possible.  

 The alternative rejoins the preferred route in section 32, township 18N, range 11E.  
 
LaSalle County  
 

 In sections 24 and 25, township 35N, range 1E, the route diagonally crosses through 
approximately 1,300 feet of Vermilion Creek riparian and bottomland forest.  The woodland area 
adjoins Interstate 39 on the west. IDNR recommends the line be rerouted further north to avoid 
this bottomland hardwood forest. 

 In section 28, township 35N, range 4E, it crosses approximately 2,000 feet of discontinuous 
bottomland forest of Indian Creek.  IDNR recommends rerouting if possible to avoid this wooded 
area.  

 The route crosses the Fox River Illinois Natural Area in section 29, township 35N, range 5E.  
This location places the crossing about 1,500 to 2,000 feet south of Camp River Trails Land and 
Water Reserve, however the route does not appear to encroach upon the Reserve.  IDNR 
recommends that final line placement minimize tree removal in this reach of the Fox River 
corridor. 

 In section, 28, township 35N, range 5E, the line passes 1,500 to 2,000 feet diagonally to the south 
of Conservation Foundation property. 

 
Grundy County 
 

 In section 4, township 34N, range 7E, the route crosses the Valley Run branch of Aux Sable 
Creek Illinois Natural Area.  This Natural Area supports an unusually high concentration of 
mussels, including the State threatened Slippershell.  IDNR recommends spanning this reach of 
Valley Run in a manner such that no in-stream or shoreline work or equipment placement occurs.   

 The State endangered Loggerhead Shrike occupies habitat about ½ mile south of the transmission 
line corridor in section 5.  However, no direct impacts to this species or its habitat appear evident.   

 In section 13, township 34N, range 7E, the route crosses the Collins Run branch of Aux Sable 
Creek Illinois Natural Area.  IDNR recommends spanning the Collins Run reach of the Aux Sable 
in a manner such that no in stream or shoreline work and equipment placement occurs. 

 In section 36, township 34N, range 7E, the route progresses south to a proposed DC/AC 
conversion station.  The station site appears to adjoin a northern portion of the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal (I&M Canal) State Park.  IDNR requires specific design and land survey 
information to determine if the proposed facility will encroach upon or otherwise adversely 
impact this State-owned public resource.   

 Still in section 36, the route proceeds to cross I&M Canal State Park.  A separate license 
agreement with IDNR to cross this State owned and managed property is required.  Also, upon 
proper notification, IDNR will conduct a Comprehensive Environmental Review, including a 
cultural resource evaluation, for this crossing.  
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 The route continues south across the Illinois River at section 1, township 33N, range 7E. It 
appears to parallel an existing array of transmission lines to an existing transformer substation in 
section 7, township 33N, range 8E.  IDNR recommends the Illinois River be spanned without any 
tower structure placement in the river.  The substation is located along the southern shore of 
Heideke Lake and the western boundary of Heideke Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area.  No 
encroachment or intrusion upon either of these IDNR-managed resources appears evident.   

 
If you wish, I am willing to meet with Clean Line and its consultants to discuss these recommendations.  
The consultation will continue until IDNR has completed its review of the final route. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rick Pietruszka 
Office of Realty and Environmental Planning 
217-785-5500 
rick.pietruszka@illinois.gov 
 
 
cc:  Matthew Koch, HDR 
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Koch, Matthew

From: Hans Detweiler <hdetweiler@cleanlineenergy.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2013 10:32 PM
To: Pietruszka, Rick; Miller, Karen M.; Rettig, Todd
Cc: Koch, Matthew; Michael S. Thomson
Subject: Comment to IDNR Review
Attachments: Clean Line DNR letter with comment numbers.docx

Todd and Rick, 
 
Thank you both for your time this week in our dialogue regarding routing concerns for the Rock Island Clean Line.   As we 
discussed, our notes from the conversations are provided below regarding additional route information that we believe 
should be considered.   We look forward to continuing the consultation and look forward to the next iteration of your 
comments.   
 
As discussed, our next round of testimony is due to the ICC on Tuesday, August 20.   This is a timetable agreed to by the 
various parties.   Thank you for your assistance in helping us achieve a timely filing.  
 
Hans   
 

 
Hans Detweiler 
 
CLEAN LINE ENERGY PARTNERS LLC 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
CELL 773.326.7209 
TEL 773.878.4861 
hdetweiler@cleanlineenergy.com 
CLEANLINEENERGY.COM 
 

From: Koch, Matthew [mailto:Matthew.Koch@hdrinc.com]  
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2013 10:11 PM 
To: Hans Detweiler 
Subject: Comment to IDNR Review 
 
Comment 1 –  
 
There are two separate issues, a potential reroute of the actual river crossing, and a potential reroute after crossing the 
river to avoid the wooded area just to the east of the current Preferred Route crossing. 
 
The first issue is the Mississippi River crossing.   Rock Island performed a detailed Mississippi River crossing study of 12 
potential crossing locations to identify the proposed river crossing location. One of the primary reasons that Rock Island 
chose the crossing location is because it will be directly adjacent to the right‐of‐way of an existing overhead electric 
transmission line. Siting the project adjacent to the existing line project provides several advantages, including 
minimizing environmental impacts (particularly avian impacts), land use impacts, and visual impacts. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) has also expressed a verbal preference for the Project crossing at Rock Island’s proposed 
location because of the same concerns regarding avian impacts of a crossing at a new location. No structures will be 
placed or work will occur within the Mississippi River, including the stringing of conductor, which will be conducted with 
a helicopter. Rock Island will also implement a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) to prevent erosion or 
sedimentation into the river during construction. For these reasons, Rock Island does not believe the mussels or any 
other aquatic species associated with the Mississippi River‐Cordova Illinois Natural Area Inventory INAI site would be 
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impacted by the Projects.   Because the aquatic species would not actually be impacted by the current Preferred Route, 
and because avian species could be potentially more negatively impacted by a change to the preferred route, from a 
natural resource protection perspective, the current Preferred Route crossing is the best route; crossing to the south 
would be disadvantageous. 
 
Furthermore, although not raised in the letter from the DNR, rerouting the crossing further to the north would also not 
be advantageous because it would also not avoid the INAI site. 
 
Additionally, rerouting to the south would impact a significantly larger number of homes on the Iowa side of the river.     
 
The second issue is the wooded area east of the Mississippi river crossing.   After landing on the Illinois side of the river 
at the current Preferred Route crossing, there are natural resource or scenic or other disadvantages to rerouting away 
from the current Preferred Route, which proceeds more or less directly east up the bluffs through a forested area: 

 Detouring to the north or south around the forested area would require paralleling both the Mississippi River 
and Highway 84 to some extent.  Paralleling the river is generally not desirably due to avian considerations.   

 Paralleling State Highway 84 is also disadvantageous.  State Highway 84 is a designated national scenic highway 
known as the Great River Road. Paralleling the highway rather than directly crossing it would have significantly 
greater impacts. Paralleling the highway would require clearing of trees within the Project’s right‐of‐way, which 
would be directly adjacent to the highway, and would be in greater view of drivers along the highway. The Great 
River Trail is also located on the west side of State Highway 84 and would be directly impacted by the Project if it 
were to parallel the west side of the highway.   

 Diverting to the south along 84 would not reduce the total amount of tree clearing required. 

 Diverting to the north along 84 is complicated by mining activities or mining legacies on the west side of 
84.   Diverting to the north along the east side of 84 would not reduce tree clearing relative to the Preferred 
Route.  

 Although Rock Island does generally seek to avoid impacts to forests, the DNR should be aware that the forested 
area following the Preferred Route is currently actively logged as commercial timber, with logging roads 
throughout the area.  It is not currently being managed primarily for wildlife. 

 Rerouting north or south along the highway before moving west would result in a longer total route, with more 
turning structures, each of which results in significantly higher costs.   

 
Finally, to speak to both the river crossing and the wooded area together, there is one additional significant 
matter.    Because the Rock Island river crossing structure will be a very tall tower, and because the current Preferred 
Route immediately rises rapidly up the bluff with a significant elevation gain, it is very possible that tree cutting in the 
area to the west of the bluff can be significantly minimized (i.e., trees may be allowed to remain within the right of way 
because they will be so far below the conductors at minimum heights; please note that the current transmission line 
crossing at the area has many trees within its right of way in the vicinity of that project’s tall river crossing 
structure).   This possibility would significantly minimize the visual impacts of the project as it crosses the scenic highway 
and Great River Trail and riparian area in general, particularly in contrast to losing the elevation gain and  diverting 
either to the north or south and paralleling the road and the trail.    
 
For all of these reasons, a recommendation similar to the DNR’s recommendation regarding the Fox River, to make 
reasonable efforts to reduce tree clearing, appears to be a very reasonable option.  
 
Comment 2 –  
 
Minimizing impacts to forest was a Routing Criterion for the Project. During its route determination process, Rock Island 
sought to minimize impacts to forest while also balancing minimizing impacts to other Sensitivities. Rock Island 
understands that IL DNR recommends rerouting around this wooded area as well as several others mentioned below. A 
reroute to the north of the wooded area would either reduce the length of the Preferred Route that parallels an existing 
field line or property line, or it would increase the proximity to residences. A reroute to the south of the wooded area 
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would result in added length (and associated impacts), angle structures, increased proximity to residences, and higher 
costs.  
 
 
Comment 3 –  
 
Our understanding is that the specific designation  of the DNR properties is the Hennepin Canal State Trail and 
Greenway. 
 
Comment 4 ‐‐  
 
A reroute around the north of the wooded area would increase the proximity to several residences. A reroute to the 
south of the wooded area would result in added length (and associated impacts), angle structures, higher costs, and 
potentially increased proximity to residences. 
 
Comment 5 –  
 
A reroute around the north of the wooded area along Vermillion Creek would increase proximity to numerous 
residences. A reroute to the south is not feasible as there is an active mining operation directly south of the wooded 
area and the Village of Troy Grove is directly south of the mining area. Rock Island’s Preferred Route crosses the wooded 
area, close  to an existing distribution line and associated tree clearing. The Preferred Route also crosses an area directly 
adjacent to Interstate 39 that is already cleared, thus serving to minimize tree clearing associated with the Project. Rock 
Island is also limited in potential reroutes that would parallel Interstate 39 as Illinois Department of Transportation 
regulations require that transmission lines be set back from the highway, thus negating most advantages of paralleling a 
road as it relates to minimizing tree clearing. 
 
Comment 6 ‐  
 
A reroute to avoid the wooded area along Indian Creek is not feasible as the area along the creek for several miles north 
and south to the confluence with the Fox River. Rock Island intends on spanning the Indian Creek valley from bluff to 
bluff; no structures will be placed within the valley, and Rock Island intends to make all reasonable efforts to minimize 
tree clearing and implement the project SWPPP to prevent erosion during construction.  
 
Comment7 ‐  
 
Rock Island does not have any concerns with DNR’s language in this section, but wishes nonetheless to note that we 
have performed a detailed Fox River crossing study to identify the proposed crossing location. A significant benefit of the 
proposed crossing location is that it parallels an existing pipeline crossing of the river, which will prevent further 
fragmentation of the woods along the river. 
 
Comment 8 ‐‐   
 
Thank you for continuing the collaborative consultation process regarding the routing of the Rock Island Clean Line.   As 
you know, the purpose of the project is to allow significant new wind resources to reach our markets, which will also 
have significant environmental quality benefits.   Thank you for your consideration as to the optimum route for the 
project. 
 
 

MATTHEW KOCH HDR Engineering, Inc. 
Project Manager/Environmental Scientist

30 N La Salle St, Suite 3220 | Chicago, IL 60602  
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312.443.4914 | c: 312.350.5709  
matthew.koch@hdrinc.com | hdrinc.com 

Follow Us – Architizer | Facebook | Twitter | YouTube | Flickr 
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August 14, 2013 
 
 
 
Hans Detweiler 
Rock Island Clean Line LLC 
5412 N. Clark St., Suite 209 
Chicago, IL60640 
 
RE: Rock Island Clean Line 
 IDNR Project #1203920  
 ICC Docket # 12-0560 
 
Dear Mr. Detweiler:  
 
This letter concerns the consultation for a proposed interstate High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) 
transmission line that would traverse Illinois from Rock Island to Morris.  As proposed, the line will  
cross the Mississippi River and enter Illinois in Rock Island County, south of Cordova.  The HVDC 
corridor (which varies between 145 to 200 feet wide) will cross portions of Whiteside, Henry, Bureau, 
LaSalle and Grundy Counties. It will terminate with an interconnection at the Collins Substation located 
along the western shore of Heideke Lake, Grundy County, which is owned by Commonwealth Edison and 
managed by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR or Department).  
 
Clean Line Energy submitted an initial corridor alignment to IDNR in 2011 as part of the due diligence 
required by the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC).  The Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC), the 
State regulatory body which authorizes construction and operation of energy transmission projects via a 
Certificate of Convenience and Necessity, requires applicants to consult with the IDNR to identify 
potential impacts to State listed species and other natural resources.   
 
IDNR conducted an initial review of the draft alignment and identified a major resource conflict with 
Green River State Wildlife Area, located in Lee County, among other issues.  In January 2013, Clean 
Line submitted a revised alignment (preferred and alternative) which entirely avoids Lee County, thus 
resolving the conflict with the Green River State Wildlife Area.   
 
Additional issues and recommendations for the most recent preferred and alternative alignments are 
discussed below by county.   
 
Rock Island County 
 

 [Comment 1] The proposed corridor enters Illinois at sections 1 and 12, township 19N, range 1E. 
It crosses the southern boundary of the eastern portion of the River, which is designated as the 
Mississippi River-Cordova Illinois Natural Area, an area of high mussel concentration and 
diversity.  IDNR suggests the line cross further south, outside the natural area boundary.  
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 [Comment 1] Immediately east of the River in section 12, a large swath of riparian woodland will 
be cleared.  IDNR requests the estimated acreage to be impacted should the line not be re-routed 
further south.   

 IDNR recommends that all waterways be spanned to avoid in-stream and shoreline impacts that 
could result from tower placement and equipment movement.  

 The line passes about 2,000 feet north of Port Byron Geological Natural Area in section 7, 
township 19N, range 2E, but adverse impacts do not appear likely. 

 
Whiteside County 
 

 The line crosses the Rock River in section 25, township 19N, range 3E.  The proposed crossing is 
located about 1,500 feet east of a river channel island identified as an avian rookery.  IDNR 
recommends a span of sufficient length to avoid in-stream or riparian corridor impacts. No listed 
species are identified within the rookery.  

 
Henry County  
 

 [Comment 2] The preferred route traverses, in an easterly direction, about 1,500 feet of intact 
woodland in section 3, township 18N, range 4E. This woodland is not identified as a Natural 
Area, however, the line’s installation would result in further fragmentation of a large wooded 
block of land, further homogenizing available habitat within the state.  IDNR recommends 
rerouting around this tract.  

 The alternative route encounters Fairfield Ditch Illinois Natural Area in section 36, township 
18N, range 4E along the western Bureau County border. This waterway provides habitat for the 
state listed Weed Shiner.  The Department recommends that no in-stream or riparian corridor 
work or equipment placement be allowed at this location. 

 
Bureau County  
 

 In section 17, township 18N, range 6E, and section 15, township 18N, range 6E, Fairfield Ditch 
Illinois Natural Area and Fairfield Union Ditch Illinois Natural Area respectively, would be 
spanned by the line. These waterways provide habitat for the state listed Blacknose and Weed 
Shiners.  The Department recommends that no in-stream or riparian corridor work or equipment 
placement be allowed at this location.   

 [Comment 3] In section 14, township 18N, range 6E the route traverses a portion of Hennepin 
Canal State Park.  A separate license agreement with IDNR to cross this State owned and 
managed property is required.  Also, upon proper notification, IDNR will conduct a 
Comprehensive Environmental Review, including a cultural resource evaluation, for this 
crossing.  

 [Comment 4] About 2,000 feet of intact woodland in section 13, township 18N, range 6E would 
be traversed.  IDNR recommends rerouting away from this resource if possible.  

 Walnut Special Ditch is crossed in section 23, township 18N, range 7E.  This canal provides 
habitat for the state listed Starhead Topminnow and Weed Shiner.  The Department recommends 
that no in-stream or riparian corridor work or equipment placement be allowed at this location.     

 Wooded areas within two feeder creeks to Big Bureau Creek in section 28, township 18N, range 
10E would be traversed.  Fragmentation should be avoided or minimized if possible.  

 The alternative route encounters Fairfield Ditch Illinois Natural Area in section 34, township 
18N, range 6E.  This waterway provides habitat for the state listed Weed Shiner, Blacknose 
Shiner and Starhead Topminnow.  The Department recommends that no in-stream or riparian 
corridor work or equipment placement be allowed at this location.  
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 The alternative route crosses a portion of Hennepin Canal State Park in sections 35 & 36, 
township 18N, range 6E.  Fragmentation of a wooded area along the western park boundary 
appears to be avoided.  A separate license agreement with IDNR to cross this State owned and 
managed property is required. Also, upon proper notification, IDNR will conduct a 
Comprehensive Environmental Review, including a cultural resource evaluation, for this 
crossing.   

 The alternative route crosses approximately 1,000 feet of woodland in section 31, township 18N, 
range 7E.  It also crosses the Green River wooded riparian corridor in section 36, township 18N, 
range 7E. Fragmentation should be avoided or minimized if possible at both of these locations.  

 The alternative crosses 500 feet of Crooked Creek woodland in section 31, township 18N, range 
8E; approximately 1,000 feet of Masters Fork woodland in sections 36 &31, township 18N, range 
9E; and a small wooded area east of Big Bureau Creek, section 32, township 18n, range 10E.  
Fragmentation should be avoided or minimized if possible.  

 The alternative rejoins the preferred route in section 32, township 18N, range 11E.  
 
LaSalle County  
 

 [Comment 5] In sections 24 and 25, township 35N, range 1E, the route diagonally crosses 
through approximately 1,300 feet of Vermilion Creek riparian and bottomland forest.  The 
woodland area adjoins Interstate 39 on the west. IDNR recommends the line be rerouted further 
north to avoid this bottomland hardwood forest. 

 [Comment 6] In section 28, township 35N, range 4E, it crosses approximately 2,000 feet of 
discontinuous bottomland forest of Indian Creek.  IDNR recommends rerouting if possible to 
avoid this wooded area.  

 [Comment 7] The route crosses the Fox River Illinois Natural Area in section 29, township 35N, 
range 5E.  This location places the crossing about 1,500 to 2,000 feet south of Camp River Trails 
Land and Water Reserve, however the route does not appear to encroach upon the Reserve.  
IDNR recommends that final line placement minimize tree removal in this reach of the Fox River 
corridor. 

 In section, 28, township 35N, range 5E, the line passes 1,500 to 2,000 feet diagonally to the south 
of Conservation Foundation property. 

 
Grundy County 
 

 In section 4, township 34N, range 7E, the route crosses the Valley Run branch of Aux Sable 
Creek Illinois Natural Area.  This Natural Area supports an unusually high concentration of 
mussels, including the State threatened Slippershell.  IDNR recommends spanning this reach of 
Valley Run in a manner such that no in-stream or shoreline work or equipment placement occurs.   

 The State endangered Loggerhead Shrike occupies habitat about ½ mile south of the transmission 
line corridor in section 5.  However, no direct impacts to this species or its habitat appear evident.   

 In section 13, township 34N, range 7E, the route crosses the Collins Run branch of Aux Sable 
Creek Illinois Natural Area.  IDNR recommends spanning the Collins Run reach of the Aux Sable 
in a manner such that no in stream or shoreline work and equipment placement occurs. 

 In section 36, township 34N, range 7E, the route progresses south to a proposed DC/AC 
conversion station.  The station site appears to adjoin a northern portion of the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal (I&M Canal) State Park.  IDNR requires specific design and land survey 
information to determine if the proposed facility will encroach upon or otherwise adversely 
impact this State-owned public resource.   

 Still in section 36, the route proceeds to cross I&M Canal State Park.  A separate license 
agreement with IDNR to cross this State owned and managed property is required.  Also, upon 
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proper notification, IDNR will conduct a Comprehensive Environmental Review, including a 
cultural resource evaluation, for this crossing.  

 The route continues south across the Illinois River at section 1, township 33N, range 7E. It 
appears to parallel an existing array of transmission lines to an existing transformer substation in 
section 7, township 33N, range 8E.  IDNR recommends the Illinois River be spanned without any 
tower structure placement in the river.  The substation is located along the southern shore of 
Heideke Lake and the western boundary of Heideke Lake State Fish and Wildlife Area.  No 
encroachment or intrusion upon either of these IDNR-managed resources appears evident.   

 
[Comment 8] If you wish, I am willing to meet with Clean Line and its consultants to discuss these 
recommendations.  The consultation will continue until IDNR has completed its review of the final route. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rick Pietruszka 
Office of Realty and Environmental Planning 
217-785-5500 
rick.pietruszka@illinois.gov 
 
 
cc:  Matthew Koch, HDR 
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Koch, Matthew

From: Pietruszka, Rick <Rick.Pietruszka@Illinois.gov>
Sent: Monday, August 19, 2013 1:22 PM
To: Hans Detweiler (hdetweiler@cleanlineenergy.com); Koch, Matthew
Cc: Rettig, Todd; Miller, Karen M.
Subject: IDNR Response to 8-15-13 RICL Comments

Hans, Thank you for promptly commenting on 8‐14‐13 IDNR (the Department) observations concerning the 
preferred  and alternative Rock Island Clean Line HVDC alignment from Cordova to Morris. The principle mission and 
authorization of IDNR is to conserve and protect the State’s natural resources, whether under direct State 
ownership/management or otherwise.  The Department remains focused on this mission. The following comments 
reflect this charge. 
 
Comment 1 (Page1) 
 
IDNR acknowledges the multiple socio‐economic and jurisdictional considerations involved in planning for a project of 
this magnitude.  The Department recognizes that direct in stream impacts to the southern portion of the Mississippi 
River‐Cordova Illinois Natural Area do not appear likely as the line is proposed to span the river with no in stream towers 
or other structures. However, as proposed, the route will traverse and fragment a relatively intact wooded area 
immediately east of the river. Present uses of this largely unfragmented  property do not detract from continuing habitat 
values for the Bald Eagle, Indiana Bat and other federal/state species of concern, listed or otherwise. IDNR maintains 
that an alternative route in this vicinity can devised to minimize fragmentation and is willing to participate the 
development of such. 
 
Comment 2 (Page 7) 
 
IDNR maintains that forest fragmentation at this location can be minimized and is willing to participate in further 
discussions. 
 
Comment 3 (Page 11) 
 
Hennepin Canal State Trail and Greenway will be correctly referenced in future correspondence by the Department. 
Please correct future iterations of project mapping to identify the correct designation.  
 
Comment 4 (Page 12) 
 
IDNR maintains that forest fragmentation at this location can be minimized and is willing to participate in further 
discussions. 
 
Comment 5 (Page 23) 
 
IDNR acknowledges that the proposed route appears to minimize forest fragmentation.  
 
Comment 6 (Page 27) 
 
IDNR acknowledges that the proposed route appears to minimize forest fragmentation and should not adversely impact 
the riparian corridor. IDNR is willing to participate in further discussions to insure this outcome.  
 
Comment 7 (Page 28) 
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IDNR acknowledges that the proposed route appears to minimize forest fragmentation and should not adversely impact 
the Fox River  
corridor. IDNR is willing to participate in further discussions to insure this outcome. 
 
Comment 8  
 
The Department is willing to continue further dialogue regarding minimizing potentially adverse project environmental 
impacts.   
 
Rick Pietruszka 
Office of Realty and Environmental Planning 
217‐785‐5500 
rick.pietruszka@illinois.gov 
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