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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COfl'J1ERCE COMMISSION 

Explorer Pipeline Ccmpany 

Petition for a Certificat.e of 
Convenience and Necessity to 
acquire, contruct. maintain 
and operate petroleum pipelines 
in the State of Illinois. 
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CCJNVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

By the Commission: 

On October 14, 1970, Explorer Pipeline Company 

filed with this Commission its ve'rified ~etition for a 

certificate of convenience and necessity to acquire, 

construct, maintain and operate petrolelm pipelines in 

the State of Illinois. 

Pursuant to no '.:.ice , the matter cam-e 0:: fo:: hearing 

befor~! a duly <lutllorized examiner of th~ Commission at its 

Springfield offices on November 'i, 1970. TI.~ T"'~li tioner 

and the Engineering and Accounts and Finance Se~tions of 

the Commis5ion were represenLed at and p;;,rticipated in the 

hearing. Fi'JC to"mship and county officials from DeWitt, 

Macon and Christian Counties also entereo their appear.ances 

and asked various questions of petLtioner's witnesses. A 

further hearing was held in Springfield on December 10, 1970, 

at the conclusion of ollhich the case \oJas marKed "heard and 

taken" . 

On November 5, 1970, ,..il.dI-Jestern Gas Transmission 

Company fi'ed a petition to intervene, which petition was 

granted by the Commission 0" November 10, 1970. Subsequently, 

however, on December 7. said company filed a motion asking 

to be dismissed from the case. 

','he Commission, having considered the evidence and 

being fully advised in the premises, is of the opinion and 

finds that: 



• 
• 

• 
• 

(1) Explorer Pipeline company is a 
Delaware corporation authorized 
by the State of Illinois to transact 
within said state the business of 
transporting petroleum, by pipeline 
and of constr~cting and operating 
a pipeline or pipelines and facilities 
therefor; and is a public utility 
\>,ithin the meaning of the Public 
utilities Act. as amended; 

(2) on October 26. 1970. the Sec~etary 
of this Commission gave notice of 
the time and place of the first 
hearing in this matter to the to_m_ 
ship and county highway officers 
who have jllrisdict1.on over the 
public highways the petitioner 
proposes to cross, to other pipe 
line companies and to railroads 
whose facilities mAy be crossed by 
petitioner's pipe line. to various 
telephone and electric utilities 
operating in the areas included in 
petitioner's proposed route. ~nd to 
other utilities. corporaticps, state 
and local officials and persons who 
have OJ. may have an interest In 
petitioner's proposed pipe lir,e; 

(3) the Commission has jurisdicti()11 of 
the petitioner herein and of the 
subject matter hereof; 

(4) petitioner at this time,' does not 
own or operate any pipelines within 
the state of Illinois. or elsewhere, 
but proposes to construct and to 
maintain and operate certain pipel'nes 
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in the State of Illinois tiS an inV.' Itea 
part of an interstate system of pipelines, 
such operat1on to be conducted as a 
common carrier and as a public utility 
for hire in the State of rllinoJ.s. 
together with the appurtenances and 
facilities necessary to the operation 
and maintenance thereof. for the 
transportation of gasoline, kerosine. 
fuel oil and other liquid petroleum 
products; 

(5) petitioner's proposed pipeline system • 
of which its pipelines in Illinois 
will be a part, will consist of a 
main or trunk line approximately 1300 
In] les "in lenqth. extending from the 
Gulf Coast States of Loulsiana and 
Texas to the metropolitan area of 
ct.icago at Hammor:d. Indiana; petltioner 
villI also serve l.ntermediate points 
along th1.s route: petitloncr will 
accept petroleum products for shJ.pment 
al Lake Charles. Louisiana and Port 
Arthur and Pasadena. Texas; from lhese 
pOInts of orig1n, petitioner's ma1.n 
line. be~ng 28 inahcs 1n dlameter. will 
proceed to Tulsa. Okl<1homa, with a spur 
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11ne 12 inches in diameter to the Da 11 as­
Fort Wor~h, Texas area; petl.tio;1er will 
also accept petroleum products for ShlP­
ment at Tulsa. Oklahoma, and there will 
be an injection point at Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma; petitioner's main line, re­
duced to 24 inches in diameter, wi 11 
continue from Tulsa to \,lood River, 
Illinois, and from there to its terminal 
point at Hammond. Indiana (Chicago Area) 
with a spur line, 14 inches in diameter, 
to East St. Louis, Illinois; petitioner 
will have 5 tank farms located at various 
points along its maln line. i~cluding one 
at Wood RIver, Illinois: the main line 
will be ser'!e:dl:¥ eleven (11) electrically 
powered pumpl.n<) stations, including one 
ln IllinOis; petitLonel"'S proposed pipE!­
line system will have an initial capaci.ty 
of 295,000 barrels per day, with an in­
crease to 800,000 barrels per day planned 
for the mid-1970's; the Wood River tank 
farm will have a capacity of 1 million 
barrels; 

petitioner proposes to Lnterconnect 
its main 11ne with eight (8) ot~er 
petroleum products pipelines; m~jor 
consuming areas in Illinois, lncluding 
East st. Louis. Champaign, Chic~90, 
Des Plaines and Rockford, would be 
served: 

the aforesaid prop3sed rLpeline will 
be constructed in accordance with all 
Federal. State and local laws. codes 
and regulati0ns and all applicable USAS 
1331.4 and l.lepartmcnt of Transportati"'n 
regulat1ons. and other national safe~' 
codes: thr:: pI pe Lo be llsed for the main 
line in Illinois will be 24 inches in 
diameter of high Lr~nsilc stc(ll made 
in accord~nce with the requirements 
of API spc-!cificatl.ons for tcst li.ne 
pipe designated API ~ LX 52. and will 
have a min~mum wa] I thickness of G.281 
inches; t~e pipe to Le used for ttc 
1 ateral lIne r·.-om \ol'~)0d River to East 
st. Louis will he 14 inches in dIameter 
of the same speCIfications but will 
have a wall thl~kness of 0.250 inches: 
the s}'stem .....,ill be all vlelded con­
structIon wlth electrlcal welding used 
excllisively: the pipe I·,ill be huried 
a ,~Ii .1l.mllm of 36 inches; at all highvlay 
and l"ai lroad crossl.ngs. the mlnim1Jl!l 
will be 52 inches for additional 
safety: the pIpe line will be installed 
insi1e casing under all major highways 
and ~ll rallroads In order that no 
bearing load 1';; lmposed on the pLpe; 
the pipe will bc coated to protect 
it from corrosion; as a further pro­
tectl.on, the entIre system will be 
cathodically protected: the pipe 
itself WIll be hydrost~tically tested 
at Ue mill; it will be hydrostatically 
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tested again at the til.tch to 90% of 
the specified minl.mum Yl.eld strength 
before l.t is put ~n actual operation; 
pump statl.ons will have block valves 
so that they can be isolated for 
pressure testing or in case of any 
emergency; intermed:late block valves 
will be located at all major water 
crossings and other selected locations 
as required by the Department of 
Transportation regulations: the system 
... ,ill be monl. tored from ace,. tral control 
office whl.ch wlll have monitoring capa­
bility for all operating locations; 
critical valves will be remotely con­
trolled to permit cutting off the flow 
of petroleum products in case cf an 
emergency; each station will also 
have what is known as "in st.atlon" 
control gear wlth lpe capability of 
recognizing a fault ann shutting the 
system down in case of an emergency; 

the total cost of constructing and 
putting :lnla operatIon the ent1re 
interstate system, includir.g the Illi­
nois portlon (hereof, is estimlted to 
be $219 mllll.')n: 10% of said 8lilOunt 
will be In the (,:')'11, of equi ty con­
tributions by the eight stock h~lding 
oil companies, to-wit: Apeo Oll 
Corporation. Citles Service Com.lany. 
Continental Oil C0mpany. Gulf Ol.l 
CorpOrall.on, PhIllips Investment Com­
pany, Shell 011 Company, Sun Oi 1 Com­
pany and 1~xacJ. Inc.: the remaining 
90% of t.he ~21.9 rr,), J l10n a fcr-csaid will 
be borrowed thrQugh private placement 
of promissory r.,:;tcs secured by an 
agreement exc.r:uled by th(~ af()res<1irl 
oil companlcs; the pclition0r's projec~ 
is financially [caslh18: 

(9) petitl0ner's pipeline will be used by 
the a fores2:id stock holder comp.lnies 
and by other shIppers of petroleum 
products and it will be connected with 
other petroleum products pipelines: it 
will give addlti0nal s~ppliers access 
to the 1111n')15 mar.ket. thus ext:ending 
the total supply base available fo~ 

rr Illinois and t-hc 5u!'t'oundlng maJor 
consu~lng a;eas; thlS will tend to 
alleviate any llyhl petroleum product 
shortag'~s which may eXIst and w111 
also, by addlng to the tota] supply 
base on a competltlve basis, tend to 
stabilize wholesale prices over the 
long term; more than 400 \'Jorkers will 
be involved and a substantial portion 
of the aforesaid $219 million will he 
spent in the c~nstruction of the 111i­
r.ois portl.on o[ thlS project; the 
shippers over the systerr: "'ill also make 
large expenditures and utilize numerous 
8mployees in the handl~ng. distribution 
and sale of the petroleum products t>lhj.ch 
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(11 ) 

(12) 

will movo over peLItioner's system; 
all of these t'"!ings ;'1111 contribute 
measurably to the economy of ILLinois; 
the petiticr.er s facilitIes in illinois 
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... rill be subJect t.) ad vc;lorem taxaticn 
and the increased tax revenue will re­
quire only mln.unal p'Jblic services in 
return; substantIal amounts of electric 
power will be purchased from the electric 
public utilItIeS in IllinoIs for the 
operation of petlt 1,.:;neT 5 pump stations; 
the propost:'d ptpe llrlt:' will pro'Jide a 
dependable econvmlcal and saf~ suppLy 
of petroleum pr~ducts to the people 
of IllinoIs. i~ a manner unaffected by 
weather and WI th0ul c ::>ngesting ::he high­
ways or railroads; 

the proposed [oute of the Illinois 
port.ion of pet.lt.I.')f!er 5 p1peline is 
legally descrIbed 1n Appendix A at­
tached to and made a part of this order; 
petitioner is presently negotLating for 
or has a] ready ae,.u! red appr :l:<lmately 
4CPIo of this rLght-of-\"ay; 

the constl."Uct.! m. "perat1')n and main­
tenance of petltlr.J:".Cl·'S proposc,.' pipe­
line described and l~cated hereln will 
promote the public convenience and 
are nBc0ssary theret.o; and petitioner 
should be auth')"[lzed t·) Sf) const.ruct, 
operate and malntain said pipeline and 
necessary appurtenant facilities over. 
along and up:m the rJll~.':' h0rCl.n described; 

on lI!o"(·I1,b~:'r le. 1'370, MidwC':.;t.cnl Gar.; 
Transmi ssir)n C'.J;npany \,1<1"; p0rmi ttecl tr) 

interven~ hp[Cln, but 0n December 7, 
1970, suul ("")'llpan y' rll.r.:d ;3 wrj LLen 
motir .. >n aSK In',, Lr, h<· dJ.;~rr:ls:;ed fr,)ltl 

the C<lse, ... Jhlch rr~,t.J:HI sh<)uld be! 
granted. 

IT IS THEREf-"OHE ()HDERED by the Illinois Commerce 

Commission that a c.-::·,tlfic'luJ <')C ptlhl.lc conlJcnience and 

necessity be, and II ;s her"'))'" qranted to Explorer Pipeline 

Company for t.he C,)n,;l r'JC t. ,-,r-., '·,pcr-aL10r. a.nd maintenance of 

a 24-inch petrolelllT, p!:')dl;(" u, pi pel ine f!'"om the rtissouri-

Illinois stale Ll~n t~ Ih0 Il11n0l9-Indiana State Line and 

a 14-inch lateral 11no from Lhe Wo~d R1lJer. Illinois area to 

the East st. Louis. Il11n01 .. 5 area, 0'/81:. along anel upon the 

route described i.n l\.ppenci:lx A attached here\.o and mad8 a part 

hereof, anc for t.he tanY: fan'l tc:. be e·:mst:--ucted "i..n t.he vicinity 

of Wood RivE:r. Illtnols '-~ge1.her witl1 all appurtenances and 

facilities necessary f0r the ~peration and maintenance thereof. 
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all for the transportation of petroleum products therein 

as a public utility. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the carti [icate of 

convenience and necessity herein granted to the Explorer 

Pipeli:1e Company shall be the following: 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that public 
convenience and necessity require 
the construction, operation and 
maintenance of a 24-inch petroleum 
products pipeline from t.he Missouri­
Illinois state Line to the 111inois­
Indiana State Line and a 14-inch 
lateral pipeline from the Wood River. 
IllinOis area to the East St. Louis, 
Illinois area, over, along and upon 
the rGute described in Appendix A 
attached h~reto and made a part 
hereof, and for a tank farm in the 
viCinity of Wood River, Illinoi,;, 
together with all appurtenances and 
facilities necessary for the oI'eration 
and maintenance of all the abov~ de­
scribed pipelines and tank farm, all 
for the transportation of petroleum 
products therein as a public utility. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the motion of Midwestern 

Gas Transmission Company referred to in findig (12) be granted 

and that said company b~, and it is hereby. dismissed from 

this ca!>e. 

IT IS FtJR'rm:R ORDERED that the foregoing certificate 

is granted upon the (~xpress condition that authority or per-

mission to use the lands to be occupied by the facilities 

described herein shall be secured from the landowners and/or 

public authori tie:; as and where required by law; and upon the 

further condition that the permanent right-of-way shall in n0 

event exceed fifty feet in 1tlidth and the temporary right-of-way 

during construction shall in no event exceed seventy-five feet 

in width. 

1970. 

BJi order of the Commission thi.s 23rd day of Decemher. 

/. 

; .' (t, .. /,J ,: "-~. 

Chairman 


