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from a dispute where both 
issues and jurisdiction have 
seemed a bit murky.

“It’s sort of  in limbo as 
far as I’m concerned,” said 
township supervisor Deb-
bie Daykin.

Plenty of history
The church dates back 

to the 1850s, when “a little 
band” of  farm families or-
ganized the congregation, 
according to an unpub-
lished history compiled 
in 1975 by a former pastor 
now deceased. The original 
building erected in 1859 was 
replaced by the current one 
in 1904, when LaPrairie 
Center was a small but 
thriving community on 
the western fringe of  the 
county.

The Methodist group 
merged with nearby LaPrai-
rie United Presbyterian in 
1970 and sold the church to 
an area resident for conver-
sion into a home.

The place has had four 
owners since then, said Jus-
tin Meierkord, who owns a 
title business in Lacon and 
is a grandson of  Rebholz. 
The problems began with a 
long period of  vacancy that 
ensued after Bannister and 
his wife Loretta bought the 
property from his parents, 
who had lived there several 
years, Rebholz said.

Bannister, who once 
lived in San Diego, said 
he bought it simply to fa-
cilitate his parents’ move 
to Chillicothe so that they 
could be closer to medical 
care in their aging years.

“It was strictly a mercy 
purchase,” Bannister said.

Bannister had intended 
to offer the property as a 
rental, but never was able to 
complete work to make that 
possible, he said. Among 
other problems, drywall 
installed in the basement 
by Rebholz began to mold 
just a few months later — a 
problem that Bannister at-
tributed to possible defects 
in a Chinese-made product.

While much of  the build-
ing is obscured by trees, the 
outer walls appear erect 
and straight, but at least 
one window is missing. The 
roof, which shows signs 
of  patches, had leaked for 

years, Bannister said.
There has been no expert 

investigation of  the struc-
ture. Bannister said he had 
not even been to the site 
in two years, and Rebholz 
said he had not entered 
the building in about 18 
months.

Rebholz said he had ac-
cess because the property 
shares a well with his un-
der an agreement with 
an earlier owner, and the 
electrical controls were in 
the church basement. He 
said he has not entered the 
building since having those 
controls transferred to his 
property about 18 months 
ago when he found heavy 
mold growth on basement 
walls.

“(Neighboring) property 
owners have stated that the 
smell emanating from the 
building can be disgusting 
at times,” township offi cials 
said in a letter to the County 
Board last month.

‘Wrong entity to pursue this’
The township asked the 

county to consider legal 
action toward one of  two 
outcomes: Either remove 
the mold and “secure the 
premises” or demolish all 
buildings and clear the ap-
proximately three-quarter 
acre site.

County offi cials could 
not agree on whether they 
even had authority to take 
action, but they chose not 
to do so at a recent board 
meeting. Chairman Den-
nis Bogner said one main 

reason was a concern that 
taking on the case could set 
a precedent.

“The problem is, if  we 
start coming in and accept-
ing this building (for legal 
action), we’re going to have 
to start accepting other 
buildings,” Bogner said.

County offi cials urged 
the township to take ac-
tion. The township board 
recently offered to send a 
letter to the Bannisters if  
Rebholz would have an at-
torney draft one — which 
he does not plan to do. The 
township board is unlikely 
to take any other action 
soon, Daykin said.

For one reason, “The 
township has absolutely 
zero money” for such 
things, she noted. For an-
other, their jurisdiction is 
unclear without a violation 
of  county ordinance or 
state law. 

“I don’t think we have 
standing,” she said. “I just 
think we’re the wrong en-
tity to pursue this.”

Rebholz said he next 
plans to contact the county 
health department. An 
offi cial from that agency 
emphasized at an earlier 
meeting that not all mold 
is toxic or a health risk, and 
also that the department 
generally has no authority 
to enter private premises 
without an owner’s permis-
sion or a court order.

‘I want to sell it’
Rebholz told the County 

Board that he had tried 

to purchase the property 
about two years ago, but 
Bannister wanted too much 

money. The two are at odds 
over the amount discussed 
and the amount Bannister 

might accept. 
The property’s assess-

ment is based on an es-
timated market value of  
about $72,000, according to 
county records. This year’s 
$1,774 tax bill has not been 
paid, and the past two years’ 
bills were paid by a “tax-
buyer,” a business that pays 
delinquent taxes in hopes 
of  either earning interest 
on re-payment or eventu-
ally acquiring the property 
through a tax deed.

Bannister said he would 
hate to lose the property 
that way, but cannot af-
ford to pay the back taxes. 
He said he hopes to sell 
it, and anyone inter-
ested can contact him at 
danasparts@mchsi.com.

“I don’t care who buys 
the thing,” he said. “I want 
to sell it, period.”

Gary L. Smith can be reached at (800) 516-
0389 or glsmith@mtco.com.
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Attend this FREE Seminar
& Say Goodbye to Knee Pain!
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Limit the Pain. Not the Activity.

Tuesday, July 24, 6pm
Lariat Club, Peoria
Tuesday, July 31, 6pm
ICPR, Pekin

Now athletes can get knee pain relief – 

without surgery – and it’s proven up to 

90% effective! Get back to the competitive 

activities you love.

Register at icpronline.com/knap or call 

1-877-211-4277 to learn more!
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Please join us for an open house—because your 
input matters. 
The Fargo-Mapleridge Transmission Project will enhance reliability, 
provide capacity for future electric load growth and improve voltages 
in the Peoria area. Your opinion is vital as this initiative takes shape. 
At our open house, you can learn about the need for this new 
transmission line, share your thoughts on the best possible routes 
and get answers to your questions.

American Legion
5 p.m. – 8 p.m., Monday, Aug. 13, 2012 
4501 S. Airport Road, Bartonville, IL

Learn more now at FargoTransmission.com or call 1.800.229.9280.

A new electric 
transmission 
line: delivering 
reliable and 
cost-effective 
energy
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This view from LaPrairie Road 
shows the front of the former 
LaPrairie United Methodist 
Church in January. The building is 
largely obscured from view by the 
road now because of uncontrolled 
tree growth.  The window to the 
left of the blue door once held 
a stained glass window that is 
no longer there. The old church, 
converted into a home many 
years ago but long vacant, is at 
the center of a dispute between 
a neighbor and the owner, and 
Marshall County and LaPrairie 
Township offi cials have been 
asked to intervene.
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If you are facing hip or knee replacement surgery, physical therapy 
at IPMR relieves pain, increases mobility and aids in recovery. 

We can help you get your life back again.

You’ve chosen the best surgeon for your joint replacement. 
Now choose the best therapy…close to home.

North Peoria • Morton • Metamora • Downtown Peoria
Pekin • Chillicothe • Washington • Bartonville

A CARF accredited non-profit rehabilitation center serving central Illinois since 1950

Choices,
for Physical Therapy

IPMR

For a free decision guide to help you make the right choice 
and learn more about the benefits of physical therapy,

call IPMR at 309.692.8110 or visit www.ipmr.org

gives you more

PE-4287415

Call Mon-Sat 6am to 8pm
PEORIA

5116 N. Big Hollow Road
(309) 674-0000

Call now or visit aspendental.com to schedule
an appointment online! This offer ends soon!

*No Interest, if paid in full within 18 months, on any dental or denture service of $300 or more made on your CareCredit credit card account. Interest
will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 18 months or if you make a late payment.
Minimum Monthly Payments required and may pay off purchase before end of promo period. No interest will be charged on the promotional purchase if
you pay the promotional purchase amount in full within 18 months. If you do not, interest will be charged on the promotional purchase from the purchase
date. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases and, after promotion ends, to promotional balance. For new accounts: Purchase APR

is 26.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to
credit approval. Depending on your account balance, a higher minimum monthly payment amount may be required. See your credit card
agreement for information on how the minimum monthly payment is calculated. **Not valid with previous or ongoing work. Discounts may
vary when combined with insurance or financing and can not be combined with other offers or dental discount plans. New patients must be
21 and older to qualify for discounted exam and x-rays, minimum $181 value. Can not be combined with insurance. †Discounts taken off usual
and customary fees, available on select styles. Discounts range from $5 to $1000. Oral surgery and endodontic services provided by an Aspen
Dental Specialist excluded. Offers expire 10/31/12. ©2012 Aspen Dental. I.F. Hamati DDS, PC, Lekeba Granger DMD, Phuong Nguyen DMD.

Great Dental and
Denture Care.

Now a great value.
We’re making it more affordable to get a healthy
smile. These limited time offers are the perfect
time to schedule an appointment with our caring,
expert dentists and staff.

Payments
as low as

$25
per month
when you use your

 CareCredit credit card*

20%
OFF

Dentistry and
Select Dentures†

$181 Savings
Can not be combined with insurance.

New Patient

$19EXAM
& X-RAYS**

Please join us for an open house—because your 
input matters. 
The Fargo-Mapleridge Transmission Project will enhance reliability, 
provide capacity for future electric load growth and improve voltages 
in the Peoria area. Your opinion is vital as this initiative takes shape. 
At our open house, you can learn about the need for this new 
transmission line, share your thoughts on the best possible routes 
and get answers to your questions.

American Legion
5 p.m. – 8 p.m., Monday, Aug. 13, 2012 
4501 S. Airport Road, Bartonville, IL

Learn more now at FargoTransmission.com or call 1.800.229.9280.

A new electric 
transmission 
line: delivering 
reliable and 
cost-effective 
energy

CLIENT APPRECIATION DAY!

JOIN US FOR 
SUMMER

ONE DAY ONLY
TUES. JULY 31

Appointment times are limited so call today to reserve your treatment time or to book a free consultation 
with Kari Jones, Licensed Aesthetician or Ashley Aeschleman, Licensed Massage Therapist.

309-589-FACE (3223) 
7301 N. Knoxville Peoria
www.specialface.com

Harrison C. Putman III, M.D. FACS
Kari Jones - Licensed Aesthetician
Ashley Aeschleman -
Licensed Massage Therapist

and MedSpa

•  $50.00 Off Botox and Dysport
• $75.00 Off Juvederm and Restylane
• $100.00 Off Sculptra and Selphyl
• $150.00 Off Radiesse
• Latisse offered for only $90.00
•  10% Off Skin Care Products

(excludes make-up)

•  15% Off IPL Photofacials, Microdermabrasion 
and virtually pain free Hair reduction using 
our advanced Duet System

•  20% Off any MedSpa Services purchased as 
a “Package”
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Discounts apply to regular priced services and products purchased on Day of Event only.  Other restrictions my apply.
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Limit sharing of Facebook ‘likes’ 
Q Whenever one of my Facebook friends ‘Likes’ 

something, that business keeps posting to my 
page! How can I stop it from showing up on my 
news feed?

A If a friend has Liked something on Facebook in 
the past, random posts from that page could show 
up in your news feed. This is a feature Facebook 
uses to entice you to Like more pages. These can’t 
be blocked like regular posts or sponsored ads. You 
would have to unfriend the person to make it stop. 
The most you can do at the moment is to make sure 
you’re not the offending party. Go to your Profi le 
page and select “Info” on the left. Scroll 
down to see all your Liked items. Check for 
something you wouldn’t want your friends 
and family to see. To Unlike a page, hover 
over it in an image and then the Like but-
ton. Select Unlike. 

Maintaining a solid state drive

Q I just bought a MacBook Air with 
a solid state drive. What sort of routine 
maintenance should I perform on it to keep it 
healthy?

A The most important tip is to keep an eye on 
your storage space. MacBook Airs can fi ll up quickly. 
You may be wondering if you have to defragment it 
like a conventional disk drive. You don’t — defrag-
menting could actually be bad for an SSD. Instead, 
keep it healthy with a disk check every few months. 
This will fi x hard drive errors and broken disk 
permissions. To run a disk check, go to the Utilities 
folder and fi nd the Disk Utility program. Run Verify 
Disk from the First Aid tab and fi x anything that’s 
broken. That should be enough to keep it running 
strong. Like regular hard drives, SSDs will fail after a 
period of time. Make sure your data is backed up.   

Stream without a laptop

Q. I don’t have a laptop, but I’d like to stream 
shows from the Web to my TV. My computer is 
in another room and I don’t want to run a long 
cable. What do you recommend?

A. There are wireless PC-to-TV kits that start at 
about $70 and go up from there. However, they 
don’t give you an easy option to control your com-
puter if you’re not in the same room. Some video 
game consoles would do the trick if you have one, 
but I’d recommend picking up a streaming video 
gadget. These are set-top boxes that connect to the 
Web and can stream Netfl ix, Hulu Plus, Amazon and 
even some cable channels and live sports. They 
come with remotes and are much cheaper than a 
new computer or gaming console. Roku is one of 

the most popular, but there are also products from 
Sony, Apple and Google. For more help buying one, 
head to http://komando.com/news.   

Find a digital wall calendar

Q. I’m tired of buying a new paper calendar ev-
ery year. I use my Google Calendar more, anyway. 
There has to be something I can put on my wall 
to see my Google Calendar, right?

A. Sure! Some digital photo frames are Wi-Fi 
enabled and can sync to an online calendar. 

They’ll even show a nifty photo slideshow 
between uses. What’s the catch? Most of 
these have a price tag of $150 or more. 
For that price, you could buy a tablet com-
puter. Spend a little more — $200 — and 
you could pick up a great tablet like the 
Nexus 7 or Kindle Fire. These would be 
more versatile and have Google Calendar 
built right in. You can fi nd wall mounts for 
them for around $15 or fi nd a stand to 
put it on a counter or desk. Many of these 
mounts and stands allow you to take the 

tablet with you, so you’ll have even more bang for 
your buck!

Does my ISP track me?

Q. A friend told me that my Internet Service 
Provider tracks where I go online. Is this true? 
Can I stop it?

A. Your Internet Service Provider handles all 
the online traffi c, so it knows where you go online. 
However, ISPs say they only store the IP addresses 
that they assign to you. This way, law enforcement 
can fi nd out who accessed an illegal site at a 
specifi c time if it helps an investigation. Compa-
nies or a government could subpoena your ISP for 
logs, too. ISPs keep these logs for anywhere from 
a few weeks to a year — call yours to fi nd out how 
long it keeps its logs. There’s not much you can do 
about these logs. If you want to hide what websites 
you visit, look into Tor — you can fi nd it at http:
//komando.com/news. Your ISP won’t know what 
sites you visit and websites won’t know your real IP 
address. 
Streaming Buying Guide: www.komando.com/

buyguide/index.aspx?id=12314
Tor: www.komando.com/downloads/

category.aspx?id=1262

Kim Komando hosts the nation’s largest talk radio show about 
consumer electronics, computers and the Internet. To get the 
podcast, watch the show or fi nd the station nearest you, visit: 

www.komando.com/listen. To subscribe to Kim’s free email newslet-
ters, sign-up at: www.komando.com/newsletters.

KIM
KOMANDO

Digital rights can be a scary thing
BY KIM KOMANDO

Technology changes 
at lightning speed. Laws 
concerning electronic 
snooping and privacy lag 
considerably behind.

But important cases end 
up in court often enough 
that it pays to occasionally 
review where you stand in 
the event you and technol-
ogy clash with workplace 
policies and law enforce-
ment.

The fi rst thing to know 
is: I am not a lawyer. Al-
though it’s possible to draw 
some general conclusions 
about the current state of  
digital affairs you should 
seek legal counsel in any 
encounter with the police 
or whenever you feel your 
rights are being violated. 

Visit the website of  
digital rights watchdog 
Electronic Frontier Foun-
dation at www.eff.org to 
stay current on Internet 
legislation and case law. 

You basically have 
no rights at work

It should be clear to all 
workers by now that they 
should never use a com-
pany computer or smart-
phone for personal busi-
ness. Yet, employees get 
fi red and disciplined every 
day for questionable Web 

surfi ng, downloading and 
emailing at work.

Time and again, employ-
ees also get into trouble 
for saying dumb things on 
blogs and social networks, 
even if  it was done on their 
own equipment and their 
own time.

When disputes even 
make it that far, courts 
consistently side with em-
ployers. Your First Amend-
ment right to free speech 
protects you against the 
government — not private 
employers.

Snooping through 
the back door

In response to a recent 
Congressional inquiry, 
major cellular carriers in 
the U.S. revealed that they 
responded to a jaw-drop-
ping 1.3 million demands 
for subscriber informa-
tion from law enforcement 
agencies in 2011. 

Sprint reported that it 
fi elded approximately 1,500 
law enforcement requests 
per day, while AT&T tallied 
700.

Keep in mind that 
Google and many other 
Web services fi rms will 
do the same thing when 
approached by law enforce-
ment. It’s spelled out in 

all those Terms of  Service 
agreements that you accept 
but don’t read.

A simple subpoena can 
net the police basic account 
data, including credit 
card information. Any-
thing beyond that — your 
locations, texts and calls 
— is supposed to require a 
court order or a warrant. 
Agencies have been known 
to cut through red tape by 
citing an imminent danger 
or emergency.

There’s no question 
that smartphone surveil-
lance has become a critical 
counterterrorism and 
crime-busting tool. Until 
policymakers shine a light 
on this shadowy part of  the 
digital frontier, however, 
the arm wrestling between 
public safety needs and pri-
vacy rights will continue.

Meantime, there isn’t 
much you as a consumer 
can do about digital 
dragnets, unless you avoid 
using your smartphone and 
the Internet altogether.

Good luck with that!

Kim Komando hosts the nation’s largest 
talk radio show about consumer electronics, 

computers and the Internet. To get the 
podcast, watch the show or fi nd the station 
nearest you, visit: www.komando.com/listen. 
To subscribe to Kim’s free email newsletters, 
sign-up at: www.komando.com/newsletters.

Ameren Exhibit 5.5 (Part 1) 
Page 3 of 3




