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CELEBRITIES VS CONTESTANTS

Focus shifts to judges,
as contestants falter

By Chris Talbott
The Associated Press.

NASHVILLE, Tenp. —
Javier Colons family and
friends were so excited
when he won the first sea-
son of “The Voice” they as-
sured him that he was set
for life — and famons.

The 35-year-old musician
koew beter

“I mever cxpected that 1
wonld be like the next Keb
Ty Clarkson,” Celon said, re-
ferring to the superstas whe

Ler start on “American
Idol* “Expectations and
hepes are different things.
Fortunately for me, Dve
had a lot of experence in
the music business — some
good ones and some not so
good aneg — that led e to
anditioning for “The Voice!
Tye learned to jusl pot ex-
pect much

More than a year afler his
win, Colon is without 2 re-
cord comtract and still trying
to]and a breskout hit on the
charts. He i just one of the
increasing murler of sing-
ing contest winners wha ate
struggling to find their way

TV success. Among
the more recent “Tdol” win-
ners who have fallered af-
1T capturing the erown are
David Cook and Kris Allen;
and while rumnerp sta
tus or even being a top fi-
nabist could lead te fame in
the early seasons, like with
Clay Aiken, Jenntfer 1Tud-
son and Chris Danghtey;
prospects for non-winmers
have dropped so much that
this year, “Idiel” stopped of-
fering second-place finish-
ers a gmaranteed recording
contract.

Last seasons “F. Faclor”
winaer Melanie Amuras
debut single, refeased last
month, hasot made moch

e

Javier Colon, winner of the first seasen of

he Voice,"

poses for photographers afier the finale in Burbank,
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of a dent on radio (though
ber official album debut i
ip December), and there
are concerns that the most
recent “Visice” winner, Jer-
maine Paul, may end np
following the same path a3
Colon.

1t all poinis 1o a troubling
trend for those who still he-
Tieve in their eriginal mis-
sian from the early days of
reality TV,

“That’s what the show, at
the end of the day; was de-
signed for,” said Simon Cow-
ell, a judge and creative force
on “American ldof" who has
since moved to “The X Fac-
tor,” which debuts Wednes-
day on Fue, “Ratings are im-
portant, bat if you're nob
produeing the goods year on
year, then it's sort of point~
less making these shows”

At the same tine, theres
been anoticeable shift in the
compelition shows focs.
Once content. with finding
the next Marizh Carey; these
days its more about ... well,

iah Carey:

Far more ink has heen
spilled over the new “Amer-
ican Idol” judge’s eight-fig-
ure salary and the show® re-
volving judging panel fhan
on last year’s winner (Quick:

Name him),

And the ante is npped ro-
peatedht as new shows pop
up all over the television di-
a — earh with jis own star-
Taden list of mextors, cnach-
es and judpes,

Ower at "The Voice, which
aso debuted this week,
they've made changes for
Season 3 they hope will
help aspiring arifsts shine
through. The NBC show has
begn popular and sicwers
Iove the chemistry among
coaches Christina Agwilera,
Ceelo Green, Adam Levine
and Blake Shelton. Yet the
show hasn't prodnesd a
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Pape makes peace
appeal af Mass

Fope Benedict XWI made
asweeping appeal Suhday
for peace in Syria andthe
Middle Ezst, decrying the
violence “which genarates
s rlchsuffering”

Speaking al an apenair
Mase hefore 2 huga crowd,
he urged the intarmational
community and Arab coun-
iries in particular to find a
solutionta end the conflict
innelghboring Syria.

“Why so much har-
ror? Why so many dead”
Benedicl said. lameniing

‘that "the tirst victims are s
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the arowd ha said Chris-
tians must do their part
to end the “grim trail of
death and destruction”in
the region.

“| appealia you afl to
be peacemzkers;” Bene-
dict said.

breakout star, hi
producers bope will change
now that theyve altered
some of the rules that led to
quick eliminations,

“Tt’s wot that long of a sea-
son, 20 by the dme we get
to the end 1tk like, ‘O, my
Ged, 1 dor’t kmow who [
like. It happened so Tast]”
Shelton said. “And we do re-
alize that the attention’s fo-
cosed en us more than it
needs to be. And the view-
er . thats the only thing
theyve had tme to fig-
ure out becanse theyve had
§0-something  contestants
to wade through ™

Piease join us for an open house - because your input
matters.

The lliinois Rivers Transmission Project will Imprave reflability, provide mors
access to renewable power and bring economic benefits 1o our area. And
your opinion is vital as this initiative takes shape. Af our open house, you
can leam about the need for this new transmission line, share your thoughts
an best possible rouies and get answers o your questions,

Sangamon Prairie Reception Center
11 a.m. — 2 p.m. Monday, October 1, 2012
8855 State Route 4, Chatham, IL 62629

tearn more now at [LRiversTransmission.com or czll 1.800.228.5280.
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FREE Caribheun Vacation
Attend “Go Green Springficld” event!
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