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Father: Unclear when
Jackson will resume work

By Sophia Tareen
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Days after
T8, Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr.
was saleased from a hospital
where he was being treated
for bipolar disarder, it's siill
unclear when hel retumn 1o
wark,

The Chicage Demn-
cral left the Mavo Clinic in
Rochester, Minn, fast week
and is bark in Washing-
ton with his famdly follow-
ing rouths eut of the public
eve on a seeretive medical
leave. But neither his office,
s civil rights leader father,
nor his wife, Chicago Alder-
man Sandi Jackson, eould
say when Jackson wonld re-
turn to the offiee.

Jackson ik

has been available about
the eongressman's eondition
and recovery.

Jackson's offiee  waited
w0 weeks before disclosing
that the 47-year-ald eon-
gressman went on meddi
leave June 10 and initisl-
Iy deseribed him as suffer-
ing from evhanstion. Later,
it referred to his condition
a5 2 “meod disorder” Last
month, his office disclosed
that he was at Mayo and be-
ing treated for depression
after a trapsfer from the Si-
erra Tacson Trestrient Cen-
ler in Avizona The Mayo
Ciinie hae said that Jackson
weas being treated for Bipo-
lar IT, which means he was
suffering from periodic epi-
sodes of depression and hy-

Jackson was ipvolved in dis-
cussions abont raising mon-
ey for Blaggjevichs can-
paign in exchange for the
then-governor  eppointing
him to President Barack
Obama’s vacaied T8, Sen-
age seat. Jackson bas repeat-
edly denied wrongdoing-

The announcement of the
leave also came just davs
after a former fhndrais-
er connected to the aliega-
tions was arrested on unre-
lated federal medical fraud
charges,

Jackson, who first Look of-
fice in 1995, is seeking re-
election in his Chicago-area.
districtin Novernber.

While he is widely expect-
ed 10 win, cne of his Lifle-
lmown oppenents seized

Prank Watkins said Sun-
day that he had no informa-
tien. A day earlier, Jacksonls
father, The Res. Jesse Jack-
sen, told reporlers that be
didn't expect his son to rush
bark.

“T hope he does not move
quickly, because hes so anx-
ious to funetion; so anxions
to work. Hes progrmmmed
in that direstion. Ie wants
1o serve, I think his people
have heen quite generons to
him in terms of giving him
time;’ Jackson told repost-
ers, “But my coneern is that
of a father. T hiye no inter-
est in the political timeta-
ble. It his heakth timetable,
and there is o date certain
for that”

The elder Jacksen de-
dined 0 give more details
o The Associaied Press on
Sunday, except o say that
his son was still under med-
ical supervision and it was
oo prematire t predict his
work schedule,

Very litfle mformation

pomania. Hyp i ie A
Jess serigns form of mania.

Jagkson has received vis-
itors, including from for-
mer US. Rep. Pabick Ken-
nedy of Rhode island, but
his office has denied inter-
view Tequests. While a Jack-
som aide ante predicted the
comgressman would rebarn
to work around Labor Day,
e since heen mum on the
issue.

After Jackson was re-

Jeased frem the Mayo Clin-  hi

ic, Sandi Jaclson said he
was nel expected to refurn
1o work until released from
doctors care. She didn't
elahorate.

The handling and iming

he opp to criticize
his rlease. including ask-
ng why Jackson wonld re-
turn 1o Washinglon nstead
af Chicago, where the family
also has 2 hame.

“We now take jov that he
bas been discharged from
the clinic” said a statement
from Reprblican Bran
Woodworth, a college pro-
fessor. “Perhaps Congress-
man Jackson returned to
Whshington, DC., to face
s pending  Congressic-
nal Fthics hearing? Cr did
he sneak back to Washing-
ton as he had fled earlier to
Arzizena — 0 keep the nesy

2nd Congressional Distriet

guessing over his ability to

of the medjcal Jeave hag in-  lead?”

vited seruting, most recent-
Iy from Jacksons political
opponents.

Jackson b= orrently un-
der investigation by the
Honse  Ethics  Commit-
tee for ties to imprisoned
former Ilinois Gov. Rod
Blagojevich. The committer
is looking into allegations

Jackson easily won a pri-
mary challenge earlier this
vear from former US. Rep.
Debhic Halvorson. Howey-
e, he had 1o rum & vigoroas
campaign and spend tme
in new rural areas of his
largely black, urban and
Demeeratic district.
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DECATUR

Quinn may rely on
Web for pension
campaign

Gov. Pat Quinn s
hinting that his so-
called grassroots cam-
paign to rally support
for an overhanl of I
Tinois’ pension system
will involve social media
and the Internet.

Lawmakers have
failed to come up with
a plan to deal with the
roughly $85 billion pen-
sion fonding gap. Jegis-
lators conldn't agres on
an approach at a gpecial
session last month,

Quinn says he'lt push
forward with a grass-
roots campaign to win
public support.

Hes  said  details
would comie later this
week but bas declined
to say whal the cam-
paign will entail.

Quinn said Saturday
in Decatur that hav-
ing the powes of the In-
ternet s a good way to
get the message out,
aeccording to a reporl
by The (Bloomington}
‘Pantagraph.

Lawmukers
meel again untl after
the November eleetion.

SYCAMORE

Trial to begin
today in 1957
slaying

The trial of a man ac~
cused in the 1957 kid-
napping and slaying ofa
7-vear-old Mlinois girl is
expected 10 bagin loday.

Jack MeCuliough was
arrested last vear in Se-
atfle and is in enstody o
Tilinois.

Hes acensed of felo-
ny murder, kidnapping
and abductien charges
in the death of Fyear-

old Maria Ridulph of

e
Tt

won't

Sycamore. He's pleaded
oot guilty.
Ridulph’s  disappear-

ance and death generaled
national headlines al the
time,

Her brother, Charles
Ridulph, told  The
(DeKalb) Dafly Chroni-
cle that its been very dif-
ficult for the family. He
was 11 when his sister
disappeared.

CHICAGO

Report: Taxpayers
feot bill in smail

town
A published  report
shows that a Chicago sub-

urh has among the high-
est municipal tax Tates in
Cook County while i has

_Searchmg for
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one of the highest levels of
debt.

The Chicago Tribune re-
ports that Bellwood in-
ereased taxes while spend-
ing millions of borrowed
dollars on failed real es-
tate ventnres, Thats be-
canse an Hlinois law that
allows small towns to tay,
spend and barrow like hig
citles.

Beliwoed also imposes
one of the highest sales tax.
rates in the staie. [t has
feser than 20,000 people,

Village officials  say
they've iried to improve
the simtions, including 2.
slight tax cut and reducing
budgets.

Three-term  Bellwood
Mayor Frank Pasquale de-
clined to comment.
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Please join us for an open house - because your input

matters.

The Ilinois Rivers Transmission Project will imprave reliability, provide mors
access 1o renewable power and bring economic benefits to our area. And
your apinian is vital as this inftiative takes shape. At our open house, you
can feam about the need for this new transmission line, share your thoughts
on best possible roties and get answers to your questions.

Sangamon Prairie Reception Center
11 a.m. — 2 p.m. Monday, Ociober 4, 2012
8855 State Roufe 4, Chatham, . 62628

Lgam more now at ILRiversTransmission.com or call 1.600.229.9280.
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