10Ur Years ago to aeal with a
routine passport matter, she
had to pass h British
security, then face an airport-
style metal detector so she
and her handbag could be
scanned for weapons and con-
traband.

The wealthy American did-
n't leave her stash at home.
She tried to pass the security
scan with small amounts of
crack cocaine, heroin and a
banned stimulant in her purse.

The subsequent arrest led

X li(-); tlol;enrch the n;lu]timjl-
ion-dol rty she
shared witg ilogehu);bmd,
Tetra Pak heir Hans Kristian
Rausing. Police found still
more drugs, including a size-
able amount of cocaine.

Charges were in
exchange for a formal police
warning, but the arrest made
?ub]ic what close family and

riends already knew: The
golden couple, with untold
riches, were deeply mired in
drug addiction even as they
gave millions to numerous
anti-addiction charities.

Their sad tale reached its
climax this week when the 48-
¥ear-o]d Eva Rausing was

ound dead in their home and
her husband arrested for ques-
tioning about drug use al
plal::];gin hospita}gcare. The
cause of Eva Rausing's death
has not yet been established.

Drugs. A scourge for the
poor, for the middle class and
even for the super-rich, those
who, like the Rausings, meas-
ure their net worth in the bil-
lions.

“Addiction doesn’t know any
class boundaries,” said Aman-
da Thomson, spokeswoman for
Action on Addiction, one of
many charities the Rausings
supported even as they
swooned toward drugged-out
oblivien.

Eva Rausing was born into
a wealthy American family
headed by former Pepsi execu-
tive Tom Kemeny, and her
husband was an heir to the
formidable Tetra Pak fortune
— his father and his family
have a spot on Britain’s “Rich

This photo of Nov. 26, 1996, shows Eva Rausing, right, and her
husband Hans Kristian Rausing at Winfield House, London, the
to the UK di

id of the US amb ol
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America Fashion Show and lunch. One of Britain's richest

women, American-born Eva Rausing, was found dead in her west

London home and a man was amested in connection with the

case, British police say, adding that an autopsy had failed to

uncover a formal cause of death. Rausing, 48, was the wife of

Hans Kristian Rausing, heir to the TetraPak fortune his father built
5 Ful + of laminated cardboard

a
drink containers.

List” with a net worth estimat-
ed at 4.3 billion pounds ($6.7
billion).

The money came from his
family’s development of a bet-
ter milk carton — one that
could be packed and ship]ged
like bricks, easing the distri-
bution of milk and juices
throughout the world

Rausings married
shortly after they met in the
1980s and raised four children
from their London base in an
exclusive section of the
Chelsea neighborhood.

Before the embassy arrest,
Eva Rausing’s good looks and
beautiful clothes — along with
her husband and his friendly,
bear-like countenance — had
made the Rausings welcome
participants on the London
philanthropic scene. She was
on several charity boards,
foeusing on those that helped
fight drug addiction, but also
serving on Prince Charles’
Foundation for the Built Envi-
ronment.

Charles, no stranger to sec-
ond chances, stood behind her
after the embassy scandal,
backing a decision to keep her
on board as a trustee, A

spokeswoman, who declined to
be identified because of palace
policy, said Charles, who was
able to rebuild his life after
his failed marriage to the late
Princess Diana, believes peo-
ple can recover from serious
missteps.

But evidence suggests that
Eva Rausing'’s drug use only
intensified in the years since
the embassy arrest. Recent
phowgrag:s showed that Eva
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House Dems fall short in
blocking food stamp cuts

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Democrats fell short in efforts
Wednesday to bloek cuts to the
food stamp program as the
House Agriculture Committee
moved ahead on a half-trillion-
dollar bill to fund farm and
nutrition programs over the
next five years.

The program that helps feed
46 million people at a cost of
near $80 billion a year was the
dominant issue as committee
members tried to advance one
of the and more expen-
sive bills that Congress is tak-
ing up this year. Democrats
insisted that any cuts to the
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program would result in
people going hungry. Republi-
cans said they were merely
trying to bring efficiency to a
program to ensure that anyone
who is qualified for food bene-
fits will receive them.

The committee’s draft
measure would save $3.5 bil-
lion a;naa{ m;m currenht 4
§) evels through sucl
sm];gerﬁing the practice of
direct payments for nonactive
farmers and consolidating
conservation programs. Of
that, §1.6 billion in savings
would come from tightening
eligibility rules and ending
abuses in the food stamp.

The Senate version of the
farm bill passed last month on
a bipartisan vote would save
about $2.3 billion a year, with
$400 million coming from the
food stamp program.

The House and Senate must
reach a compromise before
the current farm bill expires
at the end of September.

Hou;;OP;mdas hah\;elnot
committed to bringing t -
islation to the floor, v&lere ig.g
chances of nassage are cloud-

authorized under the farm bill.

The panel defeated, on a 31-
15 vote, a proposal by Rep.
Jim MecGovern, D-Mass., that
would have eliminated all the
proposed cuts to food stamps.
The cuts, he said, would
deprive some 2 million to 3

ion people of food assis-
tance and would “literally take
food away from hungry peo-
ple.” Rep. Joe Baca, D-Calif.,
told his colleagues, “I once
relied on food stamps.” With-
out that aid, he saif‘l would-
n't have been able to feed my
son and my wife.”

But Republicans pointed to
the sharp rise in beneficiaries,
from 19 million in 2002 to 46
million a decade later, and
current policies that encour-
age further enrollment as a
means to stimulate the econo-
my or fight obesity by promot-

—

A new electric &
transmission line:
delivering reliable and
ost-effective energy

ing healthier eating. The pro-
posed House cuts would target
practices by many states of
waiving food stamp asset and
income limits for people
receiving other welfare bene-
fits or giving minimal heating
aid to people so they are eligi-
mp

ble for increased food sta
assistance.

The committee chairman,
Rep. Frank Lucas, R-Okla.,
stressed that no qualified peo-
ple would be deprived of help.
“1 believe most Americans will
agree that a 2 percent cut in
food stamps is reasonable,” he
said.

The committee also reject-
ed, by 28-15, an amendment by
Rep. Kurt Schrader, D-Ore.,
that would have agreed to the
Senate plan to reduce food
stamp spending by $400 mil-
lion a year.

Call

0 sitters

[ personal care

M general cleaning
0 laundry

0 meal preparation

When you need just a little
(or a lot of) extra help.

Sarah's Homemakers helps people maintain
their independence by providing a wide
range of services, including:

Call us to discuss your needs and arrange a workable schedule
Cnst is datarminad bu the leval of sarvies All nur amnloueas ara

Us.

Please join us for an open house—bhecause your input matters.

The lllinois Rivers Transmission Project will improve reliability, provide more
access to renewable power and bring economic benefits to our area. And your
opinion is vital as this initiative takes shape. At our open house, you can learn
about the need for this new transmission line, share your thoughts on best
possible routes and get answers to your questions.

O errands & shopping

0 transportation

0 companionship

O respite for
caregivers Unique Suites Hotel
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