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until the first of June. The
rain stopped, but the subsur-
face moisture was more than
adequate and helped carry
us through the season,” said
Reed.

“But the current dry spell
began last June,” he added,
pointing out that the tempera-
ture also did not hit 100 degrees
in 2011.

Jim Fendley was one of
the lucky ones over the week-
end, receiving .8 of an inch of
rain on the 240 acres he farms
southeast of Monticello.

“This is the first real rain
I've got,” he said, pointing to
“cracks in the fields you can put
your hand in.

“It will help the crop, but
some of the damage is already
done. But it will really help the
beans to grow some,” added
Fendley.

As for soybeans, Bowman
said they usually flower and set
seeds through August, and have
more time to recover. Their con-
dition is similar to corn, with
28 perecent rated excellent or
good and 61 percentfair or poor,
compared to 35 percent and 58
percent last week.

Bowman said 2011 yields
were much more than antici-
pated after the dry summer,
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Acrop duster flew over a field
near DeLand on Sunday.

and that there could still be a
good crop this year.

“It’s really amazing how
well they can do under stress-
ful conditions, and they will
often surprise us,” he said.

“But everyone’s pretty ner-
vous right now. I can’t help
but think we’ve had some loss
already,” added Bowman.

Produce

Growers of fruits and vege-
tables are seeing enough yields
at this point to man area farm-
er’s markets, including the one
in Monticello each Thursday
afternoon. Tina Sager of Sager
Orchard/Farms in Kell said her
peaches are maturing about
two weeks early, but “are pretty

normal so far; with a qualifier
on ‘so far.”

She said her fruit is small-
er, but with less moisture it is
actually more flavorful than
usual.

Kathy Merriman of
Henhouse Farms near Bement
said the produce on their farm
has not stopped growing alto-
gether, but that the heat and
lack of moisture is “slowing
things down.” The farm uses
‘drip tape’ to irrigate and fertil-
ize the crop, and that the prac-
tice may help save their fruits
and vegetables this year.

“If we were getting an inch
of rain a week, we’d be water-
ing more for the fertilizer, but
this year we're doing it just to
keep it alive,” said Merriman.

More corn, less beans planted

Illinois farmers planted
more corn and less soybeans
than anticipated this spring,
according to an acreage report
released June 29 by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. It
showed farmers planted 13
million acres of corn in 2012,
up 500,000 from estimates
in March and an increase of
400,000 over last year.

High corn prices led the
increase in corn acreage, said
Bowman.

Soybeans were planted on
8.6 million acres, down 400,000
from spring estimates.
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IMPROVEMENT

Roofing
Siding
Windows
Seamless Gutters
Gutter Protection
Patio Enclosures
Awnings

Doors

Ceramic Tile
Grout Cleaning
Hardwood
Laminate Floors
Decks

Painting

Vinyl Fence
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A new electric
transmission line:
delivering reliable and
cost-effective energy

105 E. First Street, Hammond, IL 61929

FOCUSED ENERGY, for [ife.

Please join us for an open house—because your input matters.

The lllinois Rivers Transmission Project will improve reliability, provide more
access to renewable power and bring economic benefits to our area. And your
opinion is vital as this initiative takes shape. At our open house, you can learn
about the need for this new transmission line, share your thoughts on best
possible routes and get answers to your questions.

Learn more now at ILRiversTransmission.com or call 1.800.229.9280.
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Cerro Gordo school hoard
updated on summer projects

By HANNAH KIBLER
Journal-Republican correspondent

New bleacher
system among

improvements

The Cerro Gordo school
board accepted a new score-
board for the middle school
gym at the June 20th board
meeting; just one of the renova-
tions the school is undertaking
this summer.

Other renovation projects
for the summer are in full-
swing as well, with an auto-
mated bleacher system already
installed and various other
projects such as roofing repairs
underway.

Other grounds improve-
ment projects for the summer
include new football poles and
lights which are expected to
be installed in mid July along
with sidewalk and parking lot
repairs.

With the fiscal year draw-
ing to a close at the end of the
month the board is already
looking to next year’s budget.
“The outlook for the remain-
der of the fiscal year looks as
though we will be operating
in the black, which becomes
more challenging each year”
said Robinson. And with a
gloomy financial forecast for
2013, administrators will have
to continue finding ways to cut
district costs.

Due to recent legislative
decisions and budgeting short-
falls by the state, the district
will be prorated an additional
6% over last year’s 5% reduc-
tion of what the general state
aid formula dictates the school
should receive.

“We are only getting 89%,
so we're probably looking at
a loss of between $160,000 to
$180,000 than what we would

receive if given the full 100%.”
explained Robinson.

In an effort to stretch funds,
the board voted to switch insur-
ance carriers for all types of
coverage excluding health and
life.

“The quote from our cur-
rent carrier (WCSIT-ISDA)
was 7%-8% higher than
Prairie State’s, this will save
us approximately $4,700” said
Robinson of switching compa-
nies for workers’ compensation
and property/casualty coverage
which includes automotive,
student accident, and other
general liabilities.

“I feel switching to Prairie
State is the best move because
of lower rates that are non-
assessable.” said Robinson.

“With WCSIT-ISDA, if the
overall group of school districts
had a bad year the company
would assess that and charge
it on top of the premium," he
added.

However with Prairie State,
the district not only avoids
unexpected expenses but could
potentially receive some money
back. In the case that a group
of districts has an exception-
ally good year the company
may choose to payback divi-
dends, which Robinson noted
happened only two years ago.
Lower premiums will not mean
decreased coverage however.

In fact the district will be
almost doubling its “Umbrella”
from $5 million to $9 million,
coverage that can be added to
any policy in the case that its
limits are exceeded.

“One other slight advantage
is that the new company will
cover tackle football insurance
as part of its student accident
insurance.” said Robinson.

Administrators have also
been taking smaller steps to
ensure the district can operate
within the means of an ever
shrinking budget, including
shopping around to reduce food

costs. The district normally
purchases food at reduced rates
through the Northern Illinois
Independent Purchasing
Cooperative, a company that
pools resources to get better
pricing on both food and non-
food items for cafeteria pro-
grams throughout the state.
However, by purchasing both
milk and bread from local sup-
pliers the school can expect
to save close to $1,000 over
the course of the school year.
“This saves money for par-
ents, because we don’t have to
increase lunch prices as much.”
said Robinson.

Board members also
discussed pending confer-
ence changes, with news of
Sangamon Valley, the Lutheran
School Association of Decatur,
and Oblong all voting to join the
Little Okaw Valley Conference
(LOVC).

Although the schools’ accep-
tance to the conference will
still have to pass a vote at
the LOVC principal’s confer-
ence meeting, adding the three
districts would allow for a full
football schedule to be kept
within the conference, essen-
tially ensuring that a 5 win
— 4 loss team will make the
play-offs.

Furthermore, because some
of the districts involved do
not have football teams, add-
ing the three schools would
bolster the conference enough
to divide non-football sports
regionally, saving on travel
costs. Solidifying the football
schedule and a geographically
efficient arrangement aren’t
the only benefits however, the
conference changes should
have a positive impact on aca-
demics as well.

“Cutting travel time will
eliminate departing from
school early and returning late
on school nights, both of which
negatively affect education.”
said Robinson.
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She replaces Joyce Wells who
retired at the end of the school
year.

Mary Russell was hired
as the secretary at Schneider
Elementary School effective
August 6. She replaces Bonnie
Trenkle who retired at the end
of the school year. Russell had

served as the secretary at Blue
Ridge Junior High School.

Chris Roy was hired as the
boys baseball head coach at the
Blue Ridge Junior High School
for the 2012-13 term.

The board also appointed
Timothy Revels and Zachery
Harris as volunteer assistant

football coaches at the high
school and Jessica Harbison
as the volunteer assistant

cheerleading coach at the high
school. These are nonpaid posi-
tions.

And, the board approved the
position for an assistant soccer
coach at the high school. The
board plans to hire a coach
for that position at the 7 p.m.
Wednesday, July 18 meeting
that will take place at the Blue
Ridge Junior High School art
room in Mansfield.
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