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ednesday, July 4, 2012

u
n

til 
th

e 
first 

of 
Ju

n
e. 

T
h

e 
rain

 stopped, bu
t th

e su
bsu

r-
face m

oistu
re w

as m
ore th

an
 

adequ
ate 

an
d 

h
elped 

carry 
u

s th
rou

gh
 th

e season
,” said 

R
eed.

“B
ut the current dry spell 

began
 

last 
Ju

n
e,” 

h
e 

added, 
pointing out that the tem

pera-
ture also did not hit 100 degrees 
in 2011.

Jim
 

F
en

dley 
w

as 
on

e 
of 

the lucky ones over the w
eek-

end, receiving .8 of an inch of 
rain on the 240 acres he farm

s 
southeast of M

onticello.
“T

his is the first real rain 
I’ve got,” he said, pointing to 
“cracks in the fields you can put 
your hand in.

“It w
ill help the crop, but 

som
e of the dam

age is already 
done. B

ut it w
ill really help the 

bean
s 

to 
grow

 
som

e,” 
added 

F
endley.

A
s 

for 
soybeans, 

B
ow

m
an 

said they usually flow
er and set 

seeds through A
ugust, and have 

m
ore tim

e to recover. T
heir con-

dition is sim
ilar to corn, w

ith 
28 perecent rated excellent or 
good and 61 percentfair or poor, 
com

pared to 35 percent and 58 
percent last w

eek.
B

ow
m

an said  2011 yields 
w

ere m
uch m

ore than antici-
pated 

after 
the 

dry 
sum

m
er, 

and that there could still be a 
good crop this year.

“It’s 
really 

am
azin

g 
h

ow
 

w
ell they can do under stress-

ful 
conditions, 

and 
they 

w
ill 

often surprise us,” he said. 
“B

ut everyone’s pretty ner-
vous 

right 
now

. 
I 

can’t 
help 

but think w
e’ve had som

e loss 
already,” added B

ow
m

an.

Produce
G

row
ers of fruits and vege-

tables are seeing enough yields 
at this point to m

an area farm
-

er’s m
arkets, including the one 

in 
M

onticello 
each 

T
hursday 

afternoon. T
ina S

ager of S
ager 

O
rchard/F

arm
s in K

ell said her 
peach

es 
are 

m
atu

rin
g 

abou
t 

tw
o w

eeks early, but “are pretty 

norm
al so far; w

ith a qualifier 
on ‘so far.’”

S
he  said her fruit is sm

all-
er, but w

ith less m
oisture it is 

actu
ally 

m
ore 

flavorfu
l 

th
an 

usual.
K

ath
y 

M
errim

an
 

of 
H

enhouse F
arm

s near B
em

ent 
said the produce on their farm

 
has not stopped grow

ing alto-
gether, but that the heat and 
lack 

of 
m

oistu
re 

is 
“slow

in
g 

things dow
n.” T

he farm
 uses 

‘drip tape’ to irrigate and fertil-
ize the crop, and that the prac-
tice m

ay help save their fruits 
and vegetables this year.

“If w
e w

ere getting an inch 
of rain a w

eek, w
e’d be w

ater-
ing m

ore for the fertilizer, but 
this year w

e’re doing it just to 
keep it alive,” said M

errim
an.

M
ore corn, less beans planted

Illin
ois 

farm
ers 

plan
ted 

m
ore 

corn 
and 

less 
soybeans 

than 
anticipated 

this 
spring, 

according to an acreage report 
released June 29 by the U

.S
. 

D
epartm

ent of A
griculture. It 

sh
ow

ed 
farm

ers 
plan

ted 
13 

m
illion acres of corn in 2012, 

u
p 

500,000 
from

 
estim

ates 
in M

arch and an increase of 
400,000 over last year. 

H
igh

 
corn

 
prices 

led 
th

e 
increase in corn acreage, said 
B

ow
m

an.
S

oybeans 
w

ere 
planted 

on 
8.6 m

illion acres, dow
n 400,000 

from
 spring estim

ates.

S
h

e replaces Joyce W
ells w

h
o 

retired at th
e en

d of th
e sch

ool 
year.

M
ary 

R
u

ssell 
w

as 
h

ired 
as th

e secretary at S
ch

n
eider 

E
lem

en
tary 

S
ch

ool 
effective 

A
u

gu
st 6. S

h
e replaces B

on
n

ie 
T

ren
k

le w
h

o retired at th
e en

d 
of th

e sch
ool year. R

u
ssell h

ad 

served as th
e secretary at B

lu
e 

R
idge Ju

n
ior H

igh
 S

ch
ool.

C
h

ris R
oy w

as h
ired as th

e 
boys baseball h

ead coach
 at th

e 
B

lu
e R

idge Ju
n

ior H
igh

 S
ch

ool 
for th

e 2012-13 term
.

T
h

e 
board 

also 
appoin

ted 
T

im
oth

y 
R

evels 
an

d 
Z

ach
ery 

H
arris as volu

n
teer assistan

t 
football 

coach
es 

at 
th

e 
h

igh
 

sch
ool 

an
d 

Jessica 
H

arbison
 

as 
th

e 
volu

n
teer 

assistan
t 

ch
eerleadin

g coach
 at th

e h
igh

 
sch

ool. T
h

ese are n
on

paid posi -
tion

s.
A

n
d, th

e board approved th
e 

position
 for an

 assistan
t soccer 

coach
 at th

e h
igh

 sch
ool. T

h
e 

board 
plan

s 
to 

h
ire 

a 
coach

 
for th

at position
 at th

e 7 p.m
. 

W
edn

esday, 
Ju

ly 
18 

m
eetin

g 
th

at w
ill tak

e place at th
e B

lu
e 

R
idge Ju

n
ior H

igh
 S

ch
ool art 

room
 in

 M
an

sfield.

BR 
from

 3

Crops 
from

 1

S
teve H

offm
an/Journal-R

epublican

A
 crop duster flew

 over a field 
near D

eLand on S
unday.

T
h

e 
C

erro 
G

ordo 
sch

ool 
board 

accepted 
a 

n
ew

 
score-

board 
for 

th
e 

m
iddle 

sch
ool 

gym
 

at 
th

e 
Ju

n
e 

20th
 

board 
m

eetin
g; ju

st on
e of th

e ren
ova-

tion
s th

e sch
ool is u

n
dertak

in
g 

th
is su

m
m

er.
O

th
er 

ren
ovation

 
projects 

for 
th

e 
su

m
m

er 
are 

in
 

fu
ll-

sw
in

g as w
ell, w

ith
 an

 au
to-

m
ated bleach

er system
 already 

in
stalled 

an
d 

variou
s 

oth
er 

projects su
ch

 as roofin
g repairs 

u
n

derw
ay. 

O
th

er 
grou

n
d

s 
im

p
rove-

m
en

t projects for th
e su

m
m

er 
in

clu
de n

ew
 football poles an

d 
ligh

ts 
w

h
ich

 
are 

expected 
to 

be in
stalled in

 m
id Ju

ly alon
g 

w
ith

 sidew
alk

 an
d park

in
g lot 

repairs.  
W

ith
 th

e fiscal year draw
-

in
g to a close at th

e en
d of th

e 
m

on
th

 
th

e 
board 

is 
already 

look
in

g to n
ext year’s bu

dget.  
“T

h
e 

ou
tlook

 
for 

th
e 

rem
ain

-
der of th

e fiscal year look
s as 

th
ou

gh
 

w
e 

w
ill 

be 
operatin

g 
in

 
th

e 
black

, 
w

h
ich

 
becom

es 
m

ore 
ch

allen
gin

g 
each

 
year” 

said 
R

obin
son

. 
 

A
n

d 
w

ith
 

a 
gloom

y 
fin

an
cial 

forecast 
for 

2013, adm
in

istrators w
ill h

ave 
to con

tin
u

e fin
din

g w
ays to cu

t 
district costs. 

D
u

e 
to 

recen
t 

legislative 
decision

s an
d bu

dgetin
g sh

ort-
falls by th

e state, th
e district 

w
ill be prorated an

 addition
al 

6%
 over last year’s 5%

 redu
c-

tion
 of w

h
at th

e gen
eral state 

aid form
u

la dictates th
e sch

ool 
sh

ou
ld receive. 

“W
e are on

ly gettin
g 89%

, 
so 

w
e’re 

probably 
look

in
g 

at 
a loss of betw

een
 $160,000 to 

$180,000 th
an

 w
h

at w
e w

ou
ld 

receive if given
 th

e fu
ll 100%

.” 
explain

ed R
obin

son
.

In
 an

 effort to stretch
 fu

n
ds, 

th
e board voted to sw

itch
 in

su
r-

an
ce carriers for all types of 

coverage exclu
din

g h
ealth

 an
d 

life.  
“T

h
e 

qu
ote 

from
 

ou
r 

cu
r-

ren
t 

carrier 
(W

C
S

IT
-IS

D
A

) 
w

as 
7%

-8%
 

h
igh

er 
th

an
 

P
rairie S

tate’s, th
is w

ill save 
u

s approxim
ately $4,700” said 

R
obin

son
 of sw

itch
in

g com
pa-

n
ies for w

ork
ers’ com

pen
sation

 
an

d property/casu
alty coverage 

w
h

ich
 

in
clu

d
es 

au
tom

otive, 
stu

den
t 

acciden
t, 

an
d 

oth
er 

gen
eral liabilities. 

“I feel sw
itch

in
g to P

rairie 
S

tate is th
e best m

ove becau
se 

of 
low

er 
rates 

th
at 

are 
n

on
-

assessable.” said R
obin

son
.

“W
ith

 
W

C
S

IT-IS
D

A
, 

if 
th

e 
overall grou

p of sch
ool districts 

h
ad a bad year th

e com
pan

y 
w

ou
ld assess th

at an
d ch

arge 
it on

 top of th
e prem

iu
m

," h
e 

added.
H

ow
ever w

ith
 P

rairie S
tate, 

th
e 

district 
n

ot 
on

ly 
avoids 

u
n

expected expen
ses bu

t cou
ld 

poten
tially receive som

e m
on

ey 
back

. In
 th

e case th
at a grou

p 
of districts h

as an
 exception

-
ally 

good 
year 

th
e 

com
pan

y 
m

ay 
ch

oose 
to 

payback
 

divi-
den

ds, 
w

h
ich

 
R

obin
son

 
n

oted 
h

appen
ed on

ly tw
o years ago. 

L
ow

er prem
iu

m
s w

ill n
ot m

ean
 

decreased coverage h
ow

ever.  
In

 fact th
e district w

ill be 
alm

ost dou
blin

g its “U
m

brella” 
from

 $5 m
illion

 to $9 m
illion

, 
coverage th

at can
 be added to 

an
y policy in

 th
e case th

at its 
lim

its are exceeded.  
“O

n
e oth

er sligh
t advan

tage 
is th

at th
e n

ew
 com

pan
y w

ill 
cover tack

le football in
su

ran
ce 

as part of its stu
den

t acciden
t 

in
su

ran
ce.” said R

obin
son

.
A

dm
in

istrators 
h

ave 
also 

been
 

tak
in

g 
sm

aller 
steps 

to 
en

su
re th

e district can
 operate 

w
ith

in
 th

e m
ean

s of an
 ever 

sh
rin

k
in

g 
bu

dget, 
in

clu
din

g 
sh

oppin
g arou

n
d to redu

ce food 

costs. 
 

T
h

e 
district 

n
orm

ally 
pu

rch
ases food at redu

ced rates 
th

rou
gh

 th
e N

orth
ern

 Illin
ois 

In
d

ep
en

d
en

t 
P

u
rch

a
sin

g 
C

ooperative, 
a 

com
pan

y 
th

at 
pools 

resou
rces 

to 
get 

better 
pricin

g on
 both

 food an
d n

on
-

food 
item

s 
for 

cafeteria 
pro-

gram
s 

th
rou

gh
ou

t 
th

e 
state.  

H
ow

ever, 
by 

pu
rch

asin
g 

both
 

m
ilk

 an
d bread from

 local su
p-

pliers 
th

e 
sch

ool 
can

 
expect 

to 
save 

close 
to 

$1,000 
over 

th
e cou

rse of th
e sch

ool year. 
“T

h
is 

saves 
m

on
ey 

for 
par-

en
ts, becau

se w
e don

’t h
ave to 

in
crease lu

n
ch

 prices as m
u

ch
.” 

said R
obin

son
.

B
oa

rd
 

m
em

b
ers 

a
lso 

d
iscu

ssed
 

p
en

d
in

g 
con

fer-
en

ce 
ch

an
ges, 

w
ith

 
n

ew
s 

of 
S

an
gam

on
 V

alley, th
e L

u
th

eran
 

S
ch

ool A
ssociation

 of D
ecatu

r, 
an

d O
blon

g all votin
g to join

 th
e 

L
ittle O

k
aw

 V
alley C

on
feren

ce 
(L

O
V

C
).  

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
e sch

ools’ accep-
tan

ce 
to 

th
e 

con
feren

ce 
w

ill 
still 

h
ave 

to 
pass 

a 
vote 

at 
th

e 
L

O
V

C
 

prin
cipal’s 

con
fer-

en
ce m

eetin
g, addin

g th
e th

ree 
districts w

ou
ld allow

 for a fu
ll 

football 
sch

edu
le 

to 
be 

k
ept 

w
ith

in
 

th
e 

con
feren

ce, 
essen

-
tially 

en
su

rin
g 

th
at 

a 
5 

w
in

 
– 4 loss team

 w
ill m

ak
e th

e 
play-offs.  

F
u

rth
erm

ore, becau
se som

e 
of 

th
e 

districts 
in

volved 
do 

n
ot h

ave football team
s, add-

in
g 

th
e 

th
ree 

sch
ools 

w
ou

ld 
bolster th

e con
feren

ce en
ou

gh
 

to 
divide 

n
on

-football 
sports 

region
ally, 

savin
g 

on
 

travel 
costs. 

S
olidifyin

g 
th

e 
football 

sch
edu

le an
d a geograph

ically 
efficien

t 
arran

gem
en

t 
aren

’t 
th

e on
ly ben

efits h
ow

ever, th
e 

con
feren

ce 
ch

an
ges 

sh
ou

ld 
h

ave a positive im
pact on

 aca-
dem

ics as w
ell. 

“C
u

ttin
g 

travel 
tim

e 
w

ill 
elim

in
ate 

d
ep

artin
g 

from
 

sch
ool early an

d retu
rn

in
g late 

on
 sch

ool n
igh

ts, both
 of w

h
ich

 
n

egatively 
affect 

edu
cation

.” 
said R

obin
son

.

B
y H

A
N

N
A

H
 K

IB
LER

Journal-Republican correspondent

Cerro Gordo school board 
updated on sum

m
er projects

N
ew

 bleach
er 

system
 am

on
g 

im
provem

en
ts
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