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ticing any water conservation meas-
ures, but that doesn’'t mean a notice
won't be issued in the future.

Water superintendent for
Taylorville, Dave Speagle said that
lake levels are not even down three
inches. When lake levels start going
down in feet, the city starts looking
at water conservation, Speagle said.
“Right now, we’re in good shape.”

Taylorville Fire Department
Assistant Fire Chief Mike Crews
encourages individuals to save water
indoors by assuring there are no
leaky toilets or faucets. As for out-
door water conservation, he would
suggest cutting back on lawn water-
ing and irrigating strategically, “Use
low gallonage spray if you wash your
car, check outdoor faucets for leaks,
hold off burning outside if at all pos-
sible,” he said.

Although the city has no formal
plan for large fires, Crews said, “If
we have a large fire I don’t see any
problems with extinguishment at
this point. If a lack of water did
come into play, we would change
our water application tactics or allow
a fire to burn itself out if applicable.”

The statewide average precipita-
tion for June was 1.8 inches, which
is 2.3 inches below normal and 43
percent of normal. It was the eighth
driest June on record. June 1988
was the driest on record at 1.1 inch-
es, according to the Illinois State
Water Survey at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The
statewide average temperature for
the month was 72.9 degrees, a full
degree above normal. Additionally,
about 56 sites broke daily records
on June 28 and 29.

Safety on the Fourth

There is a heightened danger from
fireworks due to overly dry ground
conditions. “With the current
drought conditions, just one stray
spark from a firework can ignite a
serious brush fire and could threat-
en peoples' lives and property. This
year more than ever we encourage
people to leave the fireworks to the
professionals and consider attending
public firework displays,” said State
Fire Marshal Larry Matkaitis in a
press release. Mayor Brotherton said
that with the dryer weather and
higher temperatures, the fire depart-
ment is at a heightened sense of
awareness, especially during the
Fourth of July holiday when more
people are shooting off fireworks.
However, the mayor noted that fire-
works are illegal. “TFD will be pro-
viding suppression forces as we
always have just in case,” said
Crews.

Beloved Andy Griffith dies, age 86

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) —
Andy Griffith, who made
homespun Southern wisdom
his trademark as the wise
sheriff in “The Andy Griffith
Show” and the rumpled
defense lawyer in “Matlock,”
died today. He was 86.

Griffith died about 7 a.m.
at his coastal home, Dare
County Sheriff Doug
Doughtie said.

“Mr. Griffith passed away
this morning at his home
peacefully and has been laid
to rest on his beloved
Roanoke Island,” Doughtie
told The Associated Press,
reading from a family state-
ment.

He had suffered a heart
attack and underwent
quadruple bypass surgery in
2000.

Griffith’s career spanned
more than a half-century on
stage, film and television, but
he would always be best
known as Sheriff Andy
Taylor in the television show
set in a North Carolina town
not too different from
Griffith’s own hometown of

Mount Airy, N.C.

Griffith set the show in the
fictional town of Mayberry,
N.C., where Sheriff Taylor
was the dutiful nephew who
ate pickles that tasted like
kerosene because they were
made by his loving Aunt Bee,
played by the late Frances
Bavier. He was a widowed
father who offered gentle
guidance to son Opie, played
by Ron Howard, who grew
up to become the Oscar-win-
ning director of “A Beautiful
Mind.”

Griffith’s “pursuit of excel-
lence and the joy he took in
creating served generations
and shaped my life,” Howard
tweeted. “I'm forever grate-
ful.”

Don Knotts was the goofy
Deputy Barney Fife, while
Jim Nabors joined the show
as Gomer Pyle, the unworld-
ly, lovable gas pumper.

On “Matlock,” which aired
from 1986 through 1995,
Griffith played a cagey
Harvard-educated defense
attorney who was Southern-
bred and -mannered with a

practice in Atlanta.

In his rumpled seersucker
suit in a steamy courtroom
(air conditioning would have
spoiled the mood), Matlock
could toy with a witness and
tease out a confession like a
folksy Perry Mason.

This character — law-
abiding, fatherly and lovable
— was like a latter-day hom-
age to Sheriff Andy Taylor,
updated with silver hair and
a shingle. “The Andy Griffith
Show” was a loving portrait
of the town where few grew
up but many wished they did
— a place where all foibles
are forgiven and friendships
are forever.

Highlights of Andy Griffith’s career:

1953: Has a hit single as
Deacon Andy Griffith with
the comic monologue
“What It Was, Was
Football!”

1955: Becomes a
Broadway star with the hit
comedy “No Time for
Sergeants,” gaining a Tony
nomination for best fea-
tured (supporting) actor.
(Don Knotts also is in the
play.) Reaches the record
charts again with top 30
“Make Yourself
Comfortable.”

1957: Makes movie
debut in “A Face in the
Crowd,” playing a home-
spun television commenta-
tor whose corruption is
hidden from the public.

1958: Reprises Broad-
way role in film version “No
Time for Sergeants”; once
again, Knotts is in the cast.

1959: Returns to
Broadway in “Destry Rides
Again.” Nominated for Tony
as best actor in a musical.

October 1960: “The
Andy Griffith Show” pre-
mieres on CBS. The gentle
comedy, co-starring Knotts,
Ron Howard, Frances
Bavier and Jim Nabors,
would become a television
classic. It runs for eight
years and has remained a
favorite in reruns.

1964-70: Spinoff “Gomer
Pyle, U.S.M.C.,” starring
Nabors, runs on CBS.

1968-71: “Mayberry
R.F.D.,” the sequel show
without Griffith but with
the Mayberry setting and
some continuing charac-
ters, runs on ABC.

September 1986:
“Matlock,” an hour-long
drama series starring
Griffith as a Southern
defense lawyer, premieres
on NBC. Later moving to
ABC, it runs until 1995.

1996: Release of “I Love
to Tell the Story — 25
Timeless Hymns,” an
album of gospel songs. It

wins Griffith a Grammy for
best Southern gospel,
country gospel or bluegrass
gospel album.

2003: Statue of Andy
and Opie from “The Andy
Griffith Show” unveiled in
Raleigh, N.C., part of a
series of TV-related statues
in various cities sponsored
by the cable network TV
Land.

2005: Receives the
Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the nation’s high-
est civil award.

2007: Gains new
acclaim playing the cranky
diner owner in the hit inde-
pendent film “Waitress.”

2008: Teams with coun-
try star Brad Paisley on the
video for Paisley’s single
“Waitin’ on a Woman.” It
wins Country Music
Association award for best
video of the year.

2009: Plays the role of
Grandpa Joe in the film
“Play the Game.”
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