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Longtime Christian County Lady Landowners member and historian Treva Weiser, 84, stands for a portrait Friday in
her garden alongside her farm south of Taylorville. DAVID SPENCER/THE STATE JOURNAL-REGISTER
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back to what we plant,
what we apply, how it’s
marketed. And the Lady
Landowners has helped
us learn all kinds of things
about farming.”

The group — which, de-
spite its name, isn’t limited
to women, land holders or
even Christian County res-
idents —requires only that
attendees have an interest
in caring for the land. The
group, which averages 40
people each meeting, gets
together four times a year.

Recent field trips spon-
sored by the group have var-
ied from University of Tllinois
grass research for use in
ethanol production to wind
turbines, alpaca farms to
fish hatcheries, commercial
gardens to organic growers.

Speakers at the meet-
ings keep the membership
up to date on everything
from the nation’s latest
farm bill to financial plan-
ning for family farms.

“New things are hap-
pening every day — new
products, new way of doing
things,” group director Jan-
ice Funderburk said. “Lady

Members of the Christian County Lady Landowners tour
one of the greenhouses at the University of lllinois in
Champaign in 1985. PHOTO COURTESY TREVA WEISER

Landowners helps us nav-
igate that. And then, of
course, there’s the social as-
pect, the camaraderie.”
Barbara Oltmann has
been a member for a
decade. A neighbor invited
her to her first meeting.
“I had been reading about
runoff issues in Taylorville
Lake,” said Oltmann, who is
retired after 50 years of
farming land northwest of
Nokomis. “And there was a
representative at the meet-
ing talking about that. It re-
ally got my interest.”
Today, Oltmann serves as
the group’s vice president
and is responsible for or-

ganizing the annual field
trip. But she’s worried
about new recruits. The
average member is be-
tween 65 and 70 years old.
“We need some younger
ones,” Oltmann said. “But
we understand it’s time. I
didn’t start attending un-
til my kids were gone.”
President Elaine Vangei-
son said women in farming
often have had to juggle
farming with family life
and often an outside career.
She and her husband have
farmed for 54 years with a
homestead south of Kin-
caid and roughly 280 acres
throughout the county. The
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Vangeisons grow wheat,
corn, soybeans and hay and
raise cattle. But until her re-
cent retirement, she also
worked off the farm as a
church bookkeeper.

“Since retiring, I do all the
marketing, watch what the
prices are doing,” she said.
Together, my husband and
I figure out what we need to
sell for to get a profit. And
then I stay on top of what
the market is doing, waiting
for it to hit that point”

Vangeison said she’s also
been watching recent
spikes in farmland values.

The current sale price for
prime farmland in the area
is as high as $12,000 an
acre — an increase of
$2,000 from its previous
value. But active farmers
aren’t gambling with their
land, she said.

“It’s amazing what it’s
doing. But these things
don’t last,” she said. “The
(stock) market isn’t making
money right now, so people
are moving their invest-
ments to farmland. Like
my husband says, “They
don’t make more farmland’

“But once the economy
turns around and stocks
start making money, it’ll
level oft”

Summer Workshops

Estate Planning & Elder Law

July 10 @ 9:30 New Client Orientation
July 17 @ 9:30 Irrevocable Trusts
July 20 @ 9:30 Paying for Long-term Care

*All wo are FREE with
no ¢ . Call to reserve
a. w!

217-726-9200
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LAW ENFORCEMENT APPRECIATION
Abe’s Southside Café

will be offering all
Law Enforcement Officers

BY SHOWING
YOUR BADGE

Every Monday from 5:30 AM - 10:00 PM

Come enjoy a great meal and great service at:

Abe’s Southside Café
(Located inside the Travelodge)

_ 3751 South 6th Street ® 529-1862

SP-731

Visit us online

at §-r.com

Code: IRT

delivering reliable and
cost-effective energy

Sangamon Prairie Reception Center
11a.m. -2 p.m. July 23
8855 State Route 4, Chatham, IL 62629

FOCUSED ENERGY. for [ife.

Please join us for an open house—hecause your input matters.

The lllinois Rivers Transmission Project will improve reliability, provide more
access to renewable power and bring economic benefits to our area. And your
opinion is vital as this initiative takes shape. At our open house, you can learn
about the need for this new transmission line, share your thoughts on best
possible routes and get answers to your questions.

Learn more now at ILRiversTransmission.com or call 1.800.229.9280.
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THE JOINT RECONSTRUCTION
CENTER AT OCI

From hip resurfacing to minimally invasive total knee
replacements, our physicians’ use of innovative treatments
and new technologies places OCI at the forefront of

surgical joint reconstruction and bone disorders.

Visit our website today.

o1
,_.':E-E Find out more
F—':E!l'-‘ 217-547-2079
o1 AaAE)

www.OrthoCenterlllinois.com
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