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Dahlem retires after 33 years

Former Cass County State's Attorney John Dahlem retired a week ago
today after 33 years. Matt Mayes will replace Dahlem as State's Attorney.

Mike Kloppenburg/Star-Gazette

DUI arrests in Gass Gounty

By June Conner
Star-Gazette editor

A 44-year-old Virginia
man was taken to the
Morgan County Jail by
Cass County Sheriff’s
Deputies after he was ar-
rested on a series of
charges June 15 at 10:23
p.m. at Route 125 and
Warrior  Hill  Road.
Michael L Bell 410 S

East Street Virginia was
arrested on charges of
driving under the influ-
ence, aggravated DUI,
fleeing or attempting to
elude a peace officer,
wrong lane usage, resist-
ing or obstructing a peace
officer, and possession of
a controlled substance.

In other Cass County
Sheriff’s news, Michelle
M Howlett, 20, of Pleas-

ant Plains, was arrested
by Cass County Deputies
after a traffic stop at Illi-
nois Route 125 and Mor-
gan Street near Virginia.
She was charged with two
counts of Driving under
the influence, improper
lane usage, and using an
electronic communica-
tion device. She was
taken to the Morgan
County Jail.

Multiple arrests for Beardstown Man

A Beardstown manisin
Schuyler County Jail after
his traffic stop just before
midnight Friday night re-
sulted in eleven tickets.

Joseph W. Hunter Jr.,
27, 810 East 3rd, was ar-
rested for speeding 41
mph in a 25 mph zone and
improper lane usage at

Main and Lafayette.
Hunter was stopped at
Main and Jefferson and
charged with operating an
uninsured motor vehicle,
aggravated DUI, no insur-
ance, intimidation, and
driving under the influ-
ence.

Hunter was later ar-

rested at 4th and Jefferson
on charges of unlawful use
of a weapon, two counts of
aggravated battery to a po-
lice officer, resisting ar-
rest, and criminal damage
to government supported
property.

He was taken to
Schuyler County Jail with-

Two arrested on drug-related charges

Cass County Sheriff
Bob Fair stated that two
drug-related arrests were
made in the same incident
June 14 when a call came
to his department about a
stopped vehicle east of
Virginia.

Edward L. Vaniter, 58,

Coca-Cola

Products
24-12 oz. cans

$6.48

Limit 2 per coupon

of  Beardstown and
Zachary A. Hager, 27, of
Virginia, were arrested at
9:23 p.m. at Route 125 and
the County Shed Road.
Vaniter was arrested on
charges of possession of
cannabis less than 2.5
grams. He posted bond for

later court appearance.
Hager was charged with
possession of a controlled
substance and possession
of a hypodermic needle
and syringes. Hager was
taken to the Morgan
County Jail.

Beardstown IGA

Beardstown Plaza ¢ (217) 323-5200
Routes 67 & 100, Beardstown

24-1/2 Htr. btls.
IGA Spring Water

$2.99

Limit 2 per coupon

Clarification comes from police commission

By June Conner
Star-Gazette editor

Interest in the administa-
tive position that could be
created for the Beardstown
Police Department remained
Monday night with the
Beardstown City Council
and police officers attending
the meeting of the council-
appointed Police Commis-
sion. Chairman Pam Desollar
read a clarification of the
City’s options from City At-
torney  Luke  Thomas.
Thomas said that the city
through the council can cre-
ate the position through ordi-
nance. The commission can

then fill the position through
testing, giving preference in
accordance with the merit,
seniority, and veteran’s stan-
dards.

Another law allowed for
the hiring is for the city coun-
cil to create the position of
deputy chief by ordinance
and give the appointment au-
thority to the chief. The
deputy position would be an
exempt rank and may be ap-
pointed from any full time of-
ficers that has five years of
full time service as an officer
in the department. If the chief
deputy was removed from he
position, the officer would re-
vert to the previous rank

whether there was an op
ing or not.

The matter now goes b
to the City Council’s co
mittee with clarificat
needed as to whether this |
sition is exempt from the ¢
rent contract the city ho
with the union and if the
sistant will be able to be «
on the streets doing pol
work or if it will be stric
office work.

Mayor Bob Walters sai
Do you want an officer on
street or do you want a pa
shuffler? I would like to ¢
them on the streets.”

The decision now liesw
the City Council.

Virginia Council considers energy integration for residen

By Jody Woltman
Star-Gazette publisher

In the June regular meet-
ing of the Virginia City
Council with all members
present, Mayor Steve Sud-
brink said the representa-
tive for Integrys Energy
Group, which supplies the
electricity billing to the
city, has approached him to
see if integration can be
made available to city res-
idents.

The move would give
residents the opportunity to
lock in to electrical rates
with the company. If resi-
dents are interested, the
move to make Integrys the
main supplier of electricity
billing would be placed on
the November ballot. If
passed, residents would au-
tomatically be switched
over from their current
provider but may opt out,
with a written letter re-
questing to stay with cur-
rent providers.

Aldermen Rob Kilby
and Raymond Danen-
berger expressed concerns
with an automatic switch
over to a new provider.
Sudbrink added that it
would only go on the ballot
if residents are interested in
looking at it.

The Integrys Energy
Group representative will
speak at the July city coun-
cil meeting, and residents

are encouraged to attend to
hear what the company
may be able to offer them.

In other news, Kilby
brought up concerns again
on the dangers of the inter-
section of Main and Beard-
stown Street. The west side
of Main Street still presents
safety concerns when
pulling into traffic from
Beardstown Street. The op-
tion of eliminating more
parking spaces on the west
side of Main Street was
presented, but Virginia res-
ident and business owner
Susan Young voiced con-
cerns over eliminating
more parking around the
square. Public Works Di-
rector Randy McClure
brought up the possibility
of changing the current
parallel parking into diag-
onal parking, increasing
the number of spaces to
seven. The remainder of
the city square is already
diagonal parking, and there
is enough space to pull out
of diagonal parking and not
effect traffic heading south.
With all board members in
favor of looking into the
diagonal parking possibili-
ties, city attorney Luke
Thomas will confirm there
would be no legal issues
with the state concerning
the highway. The motion
was made to put the park-
ing topic on next month’s
agenda.

In other news, the city
looking at a new ordinar
for video gaming. The c
rent ordinance does |
allow any gambling of
kind. The Gaming Co
mission makes allowan
to add an ordinance to “
in” or “opt out” of vic
gaming. The new or
nance law goes into eff
September 1, and if the
opts in, it would take 5(
of proceeds the video ga
ing machines takes in. T
state controls the licens
and monitoring, and nei
boring Jacksonvil
Beardstown, and Have
are opting in while Sot
Jacksonville is opting ¢
Alderman Steve Clark s
he would like to read m:
about it, and attorr
Thomas said there is inf
mation available on 1
Illinois Gaming webs
Thomas is also checki
on the option to opt
once you have signed ug
be included. The vic
gaming ordinance Vv
tabled until next month.

Alderman Clark a
shared the Virginia NV
students of the month, w
the theme of “persev
ance”: High School-Hel
Christman, Junior Hi
Cole Anderson and E
mentary-Caden Michael

The next regular bo:
meeting will be July 9
7:30 p.m.

A new electric

transmission

line: delivering
reliable and

cost-effective
nergy

Awesome!
Paper Towels

8 roll

4.99

Limit 1 per coupon

Kellogg’s
Pop Tarts

8 ct.

3/88

Limit 3 per coupon

We have extra coupons in the store!

Hunter Jumbo
Hot Dogs

11b.

3/83

Please join us for an open house—because your
input matters.

The lllinois Rivers Transmission Project will improve reliability, provide
more access to renewable power and bring economic benefits to our
area. And your opinion is vital as this initiative takes shape. At our
open house, you can learn about the need for this new transmission
line, share your thoughts on best possible routes and get answers to
your questions.

Elks Club
11 a.m. -2 p.m. July 18
205 E. Second Street, Beardstown, IL 62618

Iceberg
ead Lettuce

Each
Limit 2 per coupon

Learn more now at ILRiversTransmission.com or call 1.800.229.9280.

Ice Cream . s
Gallon Liquid Detergent RIB
SI 37 . “Ameren
- FOCUSED ENERGY. for [ife. TRANSMISSION
Limit 2 per coupon Limit 2 per coupon Code: IRT






