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JOINT PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF 

NEGOTIATED INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT 
AND FIRST AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC 
AND TDS METROCOM, LLC 

 
 New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC d/b/a AT&T Mobility (“Cingular”) and TDS 

Metrocom, LLC (“TDS Metrocom”), Joint Petitioners herein, hereby file (1) the 

“Interconnection Agreement Between TDS Metrocom, LLC and New Cingular Wireless PCS, 

LLC” (the “Interconnection Agreement”) and (2) the “First Amendment to Wireless Traffic 

Exchange Agreement” (“First Amendment”), Attachments 2 and 3, respectively, to this Joint 

Petition, for review and approval by the Commission pursuant to Sections 252(a)(1) and 252(e) 

of the Communications Act (the “Act”), 47 U.S.C. §252(a)(1) and § 252(e).  In support of their 

Joint Petition, Cingular and TDS Metrocom state as follows: 

 1. Both the Interconnection Agreement and the First Amendment were arrived at 

through voluntary negotiations between Cingular and TDS Metrocom.  Cingular and TDS 

Metrocom negotiated the Interconnection Agreement in 2005 and executed it on May 9, 2005.  

Cingular and TDS Metrocom have now negotiated the First Amendment as the result of a change 

in law, specifically, Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) Report and Order and 

Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 11-161, released November 18, 2011, and the 

FCC’s Order on Reconsideration released December 23, 2011, which amended the FCC’s 
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regulations at 47 C.F.R. §20.11 and §51.700-51.715 to provide that intercarrier compensation for 

non-access traffic exchanged between local exchange carriers, such as TDS Metrocom, and 

Commercial Mobile Radio Service (“CMRS”) providers, such as Cingular, will be subject to a 

default bill-and-keep methodology for traffic exchanged on and after July 1, 2012.  The First 

Amendment amends Paragraph V-B of the Interconnection Agreement accordingly.  

Additionally, the First Amendment amends Section 3, Third-Party Billing, of the Interconnection 

Agreement to add a provision relating to compensation for “Intermediary Traffic.” 

 2. Cingular and TDS Metrocom intended to file the Interconnection Agreement with 

the Commission for approval following its execution, but, due to a miscommunication between 

the parties, the Interconnection Agreement was never filed with the Commission.  This oversight 

was not recognized until the parties were in the process of negotiating the First Amendment.  

Therefore, Cingular and TDS Metrocom are now requesting approval of both the Interconnection 

Agreement and the First Amendment.1 

 3. Neither the Interconnection Agreement, as amended by the First Amendment, nor 

any portion of the Interconnection Agreement, discriminates against a carrier not a party to the 

Interconnection Agreement.  TDS Metrocom will make the Interconnection Agreement available 

to any other CMRS provider licensed by the FCC to provide CMRS service in the State of 

Illinois with which TDS Metrocom exchanges traffic.  Further, other CMRS providers, can 

negotiate their own arrangements with TDS Metrocom in accordance with the terms of the Act.  

Additionally, neither implementation of the Interconnection Agreement (as amended by the First 

Amendment), nor any portion thereof, would be inconsistent with the public interest, 

                                                 
1 As shown on the cover page of the Interconnection Agreement, at the time it was executed, 
Cingular operated under the assumed name Cingular Wireless.  Subsequently, as indicated by the 
First Amendment, Cingular has adopted the assumed name AT&T Mobility. 
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New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC and  ) 
TDS Metrocom, LLC    )  
       )  
Joint Petition for Approval of Negotiated   ) Docket No. 12-_____ 
Interconnection Agreement and First  ) 
Amendment to Agreement pursuant to  ) 
47 U.S.C. §252(e).     ) 

 
 

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF JOINT PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF 
INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT AND FIRST AMENDMENT 

 
 I, Paul E. Pederson, am Manager – State Government Affairs IL, IN, MI, & MO for TDS 

Metrocom, LLC (“TDS Metrocom”).  I hereby submit this Statement in Support of Joint Petition 

for Approval of Interconnection Agreement and First Amendment to Agreement between New 

Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC (“Cingular”) and TDS Metrocom.  The Interconnection Agreement 

is Attachment 2 to the Joint Petition and the First Amendment to the Interconnection Agreement 

is Attachment 3 to the Joint Petition. 

 The Interconnection Agreement and the First Amendment were arrived at through arms’-

length negotiations between representatives of Cingular and of TDS Metrocom.  Cingular and 

TDS Metrocom negotiated the Interconnection Agreement in 2005 and executed it on May 9, 

2005. Cingular and TDS Metrocom have now negotiated the First Amendment to amend the 

Interconnection Agreement for a change in law, specifically, the FCC’s Report and Order and 

Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 11-161, released November 18, 2011, and the 

FCC’s Order on Reconsideration released December 23, 2011.  Both the Interconnection 

Agreement and the First Amendment are satisfactory to both parties. 
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 Cingular and TDS Metrocom intended to file the Interconnection Agreement with the 

Commission for approval following its execution, but, due to a miscommunication between the 

parties, the Interconnection Agreement was never filed with the Commission.  This oversight 

was not recognized until the parties were in the process of negotiating the First Amendment.  

Accordingly, Cingular and TDS Metrocom are now requesting approval of the Interconnection 

Agreement as well as approval of the First Amendment, pursuant to Sections 252(a)(1) and 

252(e) of the Communications Act (the “Act”).  The Agreement and the First Amendment meet 

all the requirements of the Act for approval of a negotiated interconnection agreement, and the 

Commission should approve the Interconnection Agreement and the First Amendment. 

 The Interconnection Agreement is for a two-year term with provision for automatic 

renewal beyond that date (Section III.A and B).  The Interconnection Agreement provides for the 

interconnection of facilities and the exchange of traffic between TDS Metrocom and Cingular.  

The Interconnection Agreement provides for Methods of Interconnection between the parties 

(Section VI), Use of SS7 mandatory parameters (Section X), Network Design and Maintenance 

(Section XI), Restoration of Service in the Event of Outages (Section XXXI) and Quality of 

Service (Section XXXIII).  The Interconnection Agreement includes other commercial terms 

typical of business-to-business agreements. 

 The First Amendment, in accordance with the referenced FCC orders, amends Paragraph 

V-B of the Interconnection Agreement to provide that from July 1, 2012 forward, all non-access 

traffic exchanged between the Parties shall be exchanged pursuant to a bill-and-keep 

arrangement.  Additionally, the First Amendment amends Section 3, Third-Party Billing, of the 

Interconnection Agreement to add a provision relating to compensation for “Intermediary 

Traffic.” 
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