
OFFICIAL ~le . 
ILLlNOlS COMMERCE COMYlSgMAL COMPLAINT 

Regarding a ~omplaint by (Person making the ~omplaint): 

Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 E. Capitol Avenue 

Springfield. Illinois 82701 

S. GORECZNY 

For Commission Use Only: 

Case: f2-()(fA 

ORIGINAL 

Against (Utility name): ComEd ______________________________ _ 

As to (Reason for ~omplaint) Non-Emergency Vegetation Management Activities 

in Bolingbrook Illinois. 

TO THE ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION. SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS: 

My ~omplete mailing address is (in~lude City) 819 Wescott Rd •• Bolingbrook, II 60440 
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Th . dd th I I .. b t' 819 Wescott Rd •• Bolingbrook, II 60440 e servl~e a ress at am ~omp ammg a ou IS ___________________________ _ 

My home telephone is [ __ 1, ____ _ 

Between 8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. weekdays, I ~an be rea~hed at [312 1 641-2424 

My e-mail address is __________ _ I will a~~ept do~uments by ele~troni~ means (e-mail) 0 Yes 

(Full name of utility ~ompany) -::-':C::;omEd=;::=.:-,.---;--,-________________ (respondent) is a publi~ utility and is subje~t 
to the provisions of the Illinois Publi~ Utilities A~t. 

In the spa~e below, list the spe~ifi~ se~tion of the law, Commission rule(s), or utility tariffs that you think is involved with your ~omplaint. 

220 ILCS 5/8-505.1 

Have you ~onta~ted the Consumer Servi~es Division of the Illinois Commer~e Commission about your ~omplaint? 

Has your ~omplaint filed with that offi~e been closed? 

@Yes 0 No 

~Yes ONo 



i ,," 1 - :.-

Please state your complaint briefly. Number each of the paragraphs. Please include time perilil:(~Rd,~o!la.iI'·a(J\ounts involv~d with your complaint. Use an 
extra sheet of paper if needed. . . ..•. . . . ,. • "" ." '.' , .. D 

SEE ATTACHED COMPLAINT. 

Please clearly state what you want the Commission to do in this case: 

Require CamEd to delay trimming my tree until certain clearances are needed. 

NOTICE: If personal information (such as a social security number or a bank account number) is contained in this complaint form or provided later in this 
proceeding, you should submit both a public copy and a confidential copy of the document. Any personal information (Social Security Number. 
Driver's License Number. Medical Records. etc.) contained in tire pubbc copy slroultf be obscured or removed from tire document prior to its 
submission to tire Clrief Clerk's office. Any personal information contained in tire confidential copy slroultf remain legible. If personal information 
is provided in your public copy, be advised that it will be available on the internet through the Commission's e-Docket website. The confidential copy of any 
filing you make, however. will only be available to Commission employees. If you file both a public and confidential version of a document. clearly mark them 
as such. 

Today's Date: _F_e_h"'rua,-"-,ry,...,.,_1_,_2.,..O_1_2 ______ _ 

(Month. day. year) 
Complainant's Signature: _",oI~. -'~~(}'-fl:'::~=T-7:_~~------

If an attorney will represent you, please give the attorney's name. address. telephone number, and e-mail address. 

When you finish filling out this complaint form. you need to file the original with the Commission's Chief Clerk. When filing the original complaint. be sure to 
include one copy of the original complaint for each utility company complained about (referred to as respondents). 

VERIFfCATION 
A notary public must witness the completion of this part of the form. 

I. S. Goreczny ,Complainant. first being duly sworn. say that I have read the above petition and know 
what it says. The contents of this petition are true to the best of my knowledge. 

~o~~~ 
( onth, day, year) 

OFFICIAL SEAL 
MICHAEL J. MASLANKA 

No~tY PlJl)ijr: . State of lllino. 
My Comma;:slUrl ExpIres Aug 17, 2015 

NOTE: Failure to answer all of the questions on this form may result in this form being returned without processing. 

lec207/07 

(NOTARY SEAl) 



FORMAL COMPLANT 

1. In November 2011, CornEd left a notice on Complainant's front door that it intended 
to trim 9 feet from the west side of a maple tree located in Complainant's back yard. This 
trimming would greatly affect the value and aesthetics of the tree. 

2. Complainant's back yard abuts a CornEd right of way for its transmission lines. The 
branches of this maple tree do overhang onto the CornEd right of way. 

3. Complainant was informed by a CornEd representative that CornEd needs to maintain 
35 feet clearance between its transmission lines and this maple tree. This representative also 
informed Complainant that these high voltage transmission lines operate at 345 kilovolts (kV). 

4. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission approved-standards for clearance 
between high voltage transmission lines and trees is set forth in Electric Reliability Standard 
FAC-003-I, developed by the North American Electric Reliability Corporation. 

5. According to these Standards, the minimum required clearance for 345 to 362 kV 
transmission lines is 9.45 feet. These Standards also require the Transmission Line Owner to 
establish clearance distances greater than the minimum required clearance based upon local 
conditions and the expected time frame in which the Transmission Line Owner will return for 
future vegetation management work. 

6. Complainant believes the 35 feet clearance determined by CornEd is an excessive, 
arbitrary standard determined by ComEd without any notice to the affected homeowners whose 
property abuts the ComEd right of way. 

7. CornEd has provided no prior notice to Complainant, and on information and belief, 
to any of the affected homeowners of this clearance standard. The only notice available to any 
homeowner is the published Electric Reliability Standard FAC-003-I, which sets forth a required 
minimum clearance of 9.45 feet. 

8. Without notice of CornEd's clearance standard (far in excess of the above referenced 
9.45 feet), the homeowner cannot be pro-active with their landscaping activities to prevent any 
possible tree branch encroachment. 

9. The rights of the landowner also cannot be disregarded. Under Illinois common law, a 
landowner may only trim tree branches overhanging its property if said branches cause damage 
to the affected landowner. 

10. CornEd has not established any damage to its transmission lines in that Complainant's 
maple tree is at least 26 feet from its transmission lines. Nor has CornEd established that the 
maple tree will grow to a sufficient height and width that it will impinge upon the 9.45 feet 
minimum clearance required by the applicable federally approved standard. 

11. Complainant requests that the Commission enter an order requiring CornEd to delay 
trimming said maple tree until said maple tree encroaches into a reasonably determined clearance 
requirement, if ever. 


