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 DAVID F. VITE       
 President and CEO   
 Illinois Retail Merchants Association 
 
 Biographical Material 
 
David F. Vite is President and CEO of the Illinois Retail Merchants Association, which serves as 
leader and spokesman for Illinois retailing.  Membership of IRMA includes stores located 
throughout the State representing all merchandise lines and stores of all sizes.  The Organization 
represents over 20,000 Illinois stores. 
 
Vite joined IRMA in 1978 as Field Representative and later assumed the position of Manager 
Member Relations with responsibilities for membership and service program development.  He 
was named Vice President Government Affairs in 1981.  During the time Vite was the 
Association's chief lobbyist, he directed all legislative and governmental affairs activities and 
served as liaison for members with elected officials, administrative, department and agency 
Representatives.  His activities in that area brought favorable recognition to IRMA and all 
retailing from media, legislators and business organizations.  CRAIN'S CHICAGO BUSINESS 
cited Vite as "the best Illinois business lobbyist." 
 
Vite was named Executive Vice President in 1983 and in May 1985, assumed the position of 
President. 
 
Mr. Vite served two years on the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the National 
Retail Federation and chaired the National Association of State Retail Association Executives for 
one term.   
 
Mr. Vite served as the Speaker of the Illinois Third House for the year of 2002. 
 
In 1996 Mr. Vite was asked by the Co-Chairs of the House and Senate Deregulation Committees 
to coordinate the negotiations which led to the passage of the Electric Service Customer Choice 
and Rate Relief Law of 1997. In 2005 he was asked by ICC Commissioner Erin O’Connell-Diaz 
to convene the Procurement Working Group which was a part of the Post 2006 Initiative of the 
Commission which led to the successful completion of the State’s first electricity procurement 
auction. 
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Since 1983 Mr. Vite has been appointed by five different Governors to the Employment Security 
Advisory Board where he is the longest serving Member.  As a result of his knowledge of the 
State’s Unemployment Insurance system Vite led the successful U/I Agreed Bill negotiations 
under Governors Ryan, Blagojevich and Quinn. 
On the public interest side, Mr. Vite served on the School Board of St. Mary’s Elementary 
School in Woodstock for five years and Chairman for two years.  Subsequent to his School 
Board activities, Mr. Vite spent eight years on the Memorial Hospital of McHenry County Board 
of Directors from 1989 - 1997, and served three years as the Board Chairman.  Also, Mr. Vite 
served two years on the Centegra Health System Board of Directors, ending his term in May of 
1997.   
 
A graduate of the University of Wisconsin, Lacrosse, Vite is a former Executive Director of the 
Woodstock Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 
 
Mr. Vite and wife Jane Vite have two daughters, Amanda and Gretchen. 


