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CITY OF MENDOTA, ILLINOIS ) ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
A Municipal Corporation ) RAIL SAFETY SECTION 

) 
v. ) 

) 
BNSF RAIL WAY COMPANY 

Petition for an order authorizing and directing 

) 
) 
) 

No. ;10- (JOb:5 
the reconstruction, alteration and improvement ) 
of the existing at grade crossing of E. 5th Road ) 
and the tracks of BNSF Railway Company in the ) 
City of Mendota, La Salle County, Illinois pursuant) 
to 625 ILCS 5/18c-7401. ) 

PETITION 

NOW COMES Petitioner, CITY OF MENDOTA, La Salle County, Illinois ("Mendota or 
Petitioner"), a municipal corporation, by David W. Boelk, its Mayor, pursuant to Section 18c
740] ofthe Illinois Commercial Transportation Law 625 ILCS 5/18c-7401, and respectfully 
represents to the llIinois Commerce Commission as follows: 

1. Petitioner is an Illinois Municipal Corporation with offices at 800 Washington 
Street, Mendota, Illinois 61342. 

2. Respondent, BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") is a corporation having offices 
at 2500 Lou Menk Drive, Ft. Worth, Texas 76131-2828, and operating a railway in the State of 
Illinois. BNSF is a rail carrier within the meaning of Section 18c-740] of the Illinois 
Commercial Transportation Law. In the operation of its rail carrier faciHties, BNSF has one 
mainline track that extends in a general northeasterly and southwesterly direction through 
Mendota. BNSF operates an average of 40 trains per day on this high speed raiL 

3. In order to improve public: safety and traffic flow on E. 5th Road, the City of 
Mendota has planned and is taking steps to widen and reconstruct E. 5th Road from Illinois Route 
34 to a point approximately nine hundred fifteen (915) feet north of the BNSF railroad right-of
way ("the Project"). The Project will enhance public safety, strengthen the pavement structure 
and reduce roadway maintenance. The railroad tracks ofBNSF intersect E. 5th Road within the 
limits of the Project. The existing crossing is at-grade and is protected by flashing warning lights 
and gates. These flashing warning lights and gates will be relocated as part of the Project. 

4. E. 5th Road, from Illinois Route 34 to a point approximately nine hundred fifteen 
(915) feet north ofthe BNSF railroad right-of-way, has an oil and chip surface and is 
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approximately twenty (20) feet wide. A gravel shoulder and open drainage ditches are on either 
side of E. 5th Road. 

5. The Project will provide a consistent roadway section with uniform facilities and 
lane widths. The existing oil and chip surface is aged and in need have repair. This Project will 
replace the existing roadway with a twenty four (24) foot wide concrete roadway with a two (2) 
foot asphalt shoulder on either side. The existing open ditch drainage system will be altered to 
accommodate the widened roadway. 

6. E. 5th Road is classified as a local road. The current average daily traffic at the 
existing crossing is approximately 200 vehicles per day. The route provides access industrial 
businesses and to Illinois Route 34, which is the primary east/west roadway through the city. 

7. E. 5th Road serves as access for rural residents to Illinois Route 34, allowing these 
residents access to schools, hospitals, and businesses. An industrial park is being developed 
adjacent and to the west of E. 5th Road. 

8. To accommodate the improvements on E. 5th Road, the existing at-grade crossing 
ofE. 5th Road with the BNSF railroad tracks will need to be reconstructed, altered and improved. 

9. The existing at-grade crossing of E. 5th Road and the BNSF railroad tracks is 
approximately twenty (20) feet wide. The existing crossing surface is bituminous concrete. To 
complete the project and accomplish its public safety purposes, the existing crossing will need to 
be widened by four (4) feet each ofthe east and west side in order to accommodate the proposed 
pavement widening and shoulder installation on 5th Road. The existing E. 5th Road will be 
reconstructed using concrete pavement on an aggregate base and will provided two twelve ( 12) 
foot vehicle traffic lanes and two two (2) foot shoulders. 

10., The existing lights and gates at the existing at-grade crossing will need to be 
moved outward as part of the Project. The relocation, installation and upgrading of the existing 
railroad flashing light signals, gates and crossing surface is estimated by Mendota to cost 
approximately $144,000. The overall project is estimated to cost in excess of $1 ,500,000. 

II. Petitioner proposes that the existing at-grade crossing ofE. 5th Road with the 
BNSF railroad tracks be reconstructed, altered and improved as set forth herein and as shown on 
the proposed plans which are appended hereto as Exhibits "A" and "B" and by this reference 
made a part of this petition. Location and vicinity maps are appended hereto as Exhibits "C" 
and "D", respectively, and by this reference made a part ofthis petition. 

12. The proposed reconstruction, alteration and improvement would include widening 
the existing twenty (20) foot wide pavement to accommodate two twelve (12) foot wide vehicle 
lanes with two two (2) foot wide shoulders on each side of the roadway. 

13. The proposed reconstruction, a1teration and improvement would include 

relocation of the existing signals and gates as set forth herein. It is proposed that the cost of this 

relocation be paid from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund. If funds from the Grade Crossing 

Protection Fund are unavailable for the Project, Mendota will bear the expense thereof. 


14. Petitioner will bear the costs ofconstructing 5th Road approaches from right-of
way line to right-of-way line. 



15. Petitioner wiH reimburse BNSF for all costs and expenses reasonably incurred by 
BNSF in connection with the pro~osed reconstruction, alteration and improvement of the 
existing at-grade crossing of E. 5t Road and the BNSF railroad tracks.\ 

16. The E. 5th Road improvements north and south of the crossing will be maintained 
by and at the expense of Mendota. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that the Commission set this matter for hearing with 
notice to the parties and after such hearing enter an Order: 

l. Authorizing and directing the reconstruction, alteration and improvement of the 
existing at-grade crossing of E. 5th Road and the BNSF railroad tracks in the City of Mendota, L 
Salle County, Illinois as proposed herein; 

2. Designating the relocation of the existing automatic flashing light signals and 
gates; 

3. Directing the respondent, BNSF, to reconstruct, alter and improve the existing at-
grade crossing of E. 5th Road and the BNSF railroad tracks in the City of Mendota, La Salle 
County, Illinois as proposed herein and thereafter to maintain the crossing with a system of 
automatic flashing light signals and gates conforming with the provisions of 92 Illinois 
Administrative Code, Part 1535, at the said crossing; 

4. Dividing the costs of the Project among the parties and the Grade Crossing 
Protection Fund; and 

5. Providing for such other or further relief as the Commission may deem 
appropriate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

City of Mendota 

A Municipal Corporation 

David W. Boelk, Mayor 



STA TE OF ILLINOIS 

COUNTY OF LA SALLE 

) 
) 
) 

VERIFICATION 

I, David W. Boelk, being first duly sworn on oath, depose and state that I am the Mayor 
ofthe City of Mendota, La Salle County, lHinois, a municipal corporation, that 1 have read the 
forgoing Petition and that the contents thereof are true and correct to the best of my information 
and belief. 

David W. Boelk, Mayor 

SUBSCRIBED and sworn before me 

this1Q!dayof .~rC1 ,2010. 

nville, Notary Public 

r-'''--.... -- --.. -- - "oFFlcTAIsE'Ai! 
EMILY J. CF40NIN-MCCONVIlU! 

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS~MY....9£~~~9..~.2.~s 10108/2012 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 


IlLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISION 


CITY OF MENDOTA, ILLINOIS ) 
A Municipal Corporation ) 

) 
v. ) 

) 
BNSF RAIL WAY COMPANY ) 

) No. 
Petition for an order authorizing and directing ) 
the reconstruction, alteration and improvement ) 
of the existing at grade crossing ofE. 5th Road ) 
and the tracks of BNSF Railway Company in the ) 
City of Mendota, La Salle County, Illinois pursuant) 
to 625lLCS 51l8c-7401. ) 

NOTICE OF FILING 

To: 	 Mr. Chad Scherwinski, Manager Public Projects 
BNSF Railway Company 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on this date we have filed with the Illinois Commerce 
Commission, 527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62794, the verified Petition of the 
City of Mendota seeking an order authorizing and directing the reconstruction, alteration and 
improvement of the existing at-grade crossing ofE. 5th Road and the tracks ofBNSF Railway 
Company in the City of Mendota, La Salle County, Illinois pursuant to Section 18c-740 1 of the 
Illinois Commercial Transportation Law, 625 ILCS 51I8c-7401 (2002), a copy of which is 
hereby served upon you. 

DATED this2iltday of--.<A'---1-ftC=-··_:7-'--____:,2010. 

David W. Boelk, Mayor 



STATE OF [LLlNOIS ) 
) SS 

COUNTY OF LA SALLE ) 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

I, David W. Boelk, Mayor of the City of Mendota, hereby certify that I have served true 
and correct copies of the foregoing documents on the following, by depositing them in an 
envelope properly stamped and addre~ed ,in the United States Mail, c~e~, return receipt 
requested at Springfield, Illinois, Ll) fl.., the day of f2 C/o I , 
2010. 

Chad Scherwinski 
Manager Public Projects 
BNSF Railway Company 
80-44th Avenue N.E. 
Minneapolis, MN 55421 

David W. Boelk, Mayor 

,2010. 
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SINCEl87S 

913 Main Street 
P.O. Box 498 

~Iendota, Illinois 
61342 

Mendota Mutual 

Insurance Company 


Jack Robison, President 

Todd Holland, Vice President 


Martha C. Dalton, SecretarylManager 


Phone: 
(815) 539-3426 

~ WAYnE SCHULTZ 
INSURAl"ICE 

~I'ARM - CASUALTY - HOME~1I!IIIIiII 
.. LIFE & HE~TH ::: 

. CROP HAIL 

mOrlE: (818) 839..8681 
713 Washington Street, P.O. Box 497 

Mendota, Illinois 61342 . 
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