
·ORIGINAL· 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

City of Galesburg, a municipal corporation, ) 

) 


Petitioner, ) 

vs. ) 


) 

BNSF Railway Company, a Delaware ) 
corporation, and State of Illinois, Illinois ) 

Department of Transportation ) 


) 

Respondents. ) 


RECEIVED 

MAR 26 2010 

ILLINOIS COMMERce COMMISSION 

RAIL SAFETY SECTION 


PETITION FOR AN ORDER GRANTING AUTHORITY TO CONSTRUCT AN 
OVERPASS AND TO PERMANENTLY CLOSE AN AT-GRADE CROSSING 

[NORTH SEMINARY STREET OVERPASS PROJECT] 

Now comes the City of Galesburg, a municipal corporation, by its attorney, Richard 

E. Barber, and respectfully states: 

PARTIES 

1. City of Galesburg, a municipal corporation, hereafter called "City", is the 

petitioner. 

2. BNSF Railway Company, a Delaware corporation, hereafter called "BNSF", 

is a respondent. 

3. State of Illinois, Illinois Department of Transportation, hereafter called "IDOT', 

is a respondent. 

JURISDICTION 

4. The Illinois Commerce Commission ("Commission") has jurisdiction of the 

subject matter in this petition and to the parties pursuant to Chapter 18 of the Illinois 

Commercial Transportation Law, 625 ILCS 5/18(c)-7401, et seq. 

DOCKETED 


APR - 1 Z010 




COMMON ALLEGATIONS 


5. The City is proposing to construct an overpass in the City of Galesburg, in an 

effort to prompt safety by improving emergency response times, reduce vehicle congestion, 

and enhance the general safety of the North-South Street network in the vicinity of the 

BNSF Chillicothe Subdivision Railroad north of downtown while, at the same time, 

preserving the historical and aesthetic nature of the community. 

6. BNSF currently operates six rail subdivisions through Galesburg. 

7. One of those rail subdivisions is the Chillicothe Subdivision which carries over 

twenty-five percent (25%) of the rail traffic through the City. 

8. The Chillicothe Subdivision bisects, from north to south, the City of 

Galesburg. 

9. The City has two hospitals and both are located north of the Chillicothe 

Subd ivision. 

10. Frequently, blocked railroad crossings delay ambulance, police and fire 

services throughout the City. 

11. The number of trains, and the number of cars per train, on the Chillicothe 

Subdivision has continued to increase. In 2004, the Chillicothe Subdivision carried 72 

trains per day through Galesburg. In 2007, the volume was 103 trains per day. BNSF 

projects that the number of trains in this subdivision could increase to 121 trains per day 

by 2015, with increased train lengths. 

12. The North Seminary Street is a primary north-south arterial north of the 

downtown area of Galesburg. 
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AGREEMENTS 


13. The City has developed type, size and location (TS&L) drawings and they are 

set forth in Exhibit 1 of this Petition. 

14. The City and BNSF are negotiating agreements for the proposed 

construction, and the apportionment of costs, of this project. 

15. Once these agreements are reduced to writing, and approved by the parties, 

this Petition will be amended by the Petitioner to include the actual agreements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, Petitioner, City of Galesburg, a municipal corporation, asks 

that the Illinois Commerce Commission enter an Order granting the following relief: 

A. 	 The Commission finds that the project, as to be proposed, is 
warranted and authorized to promote public safety; 

B. 	 The City of Galesburg is authorized to proceed with the design and 
preparation of the final plans for the construction of a new highway 
overpass structure; 

C. 	 That authorization is granted for closure of the existing N. Seminary 
Street (DOT/AAR No. 062988L) highway-rail grade crossing of the 
BNSF's tracks, and removal of the crossing surface and automatic 
warning devices and warning signs once the new grade separation 
structure is completed. 

D. 	 The cost of constructing the project shall be the responsibility of the 
parties as summarized below: 

(1) 	 60% of all eligible project costs (including Preliminary 
Engineering, Land Acquisition, Utility Relocation, 
Construction Engineering, and Construction of the 
grade separation) shall be paid for by the Grade 
Crossing Protection Fund of the Motor Fuel Tax law; 
The Grade Crossing Protection Fund assistance shall 
be made on a reimbursement basis 

(2) 	 5% of all project costs (which includes Preliminary 
Engineering, Land Acquisition, Utility Relocation, 
Construction Engineering, and Construction of the 
grade separation) shall be the responsibility of 
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Burlington Northern Santa Fe, a Delaware corporation; 
100% of the cost of removal of the crossing surface and 
automatic warning devices and warning signs as 
described in the above Paragraph C and provide 
railroad flagging services as required by BNSF during 
construction of the overpass; and 

(3) 	 The balance shall be the responsibility of the City of 
Galesburg through use of any Federal, State, and Local 
funding sources that are available to the City. 

E. 	 Any further relief as the Commission may deem just and appropriate. 

BY: 
----~=-------------~.-------------

VERIFICATION 

I, Wayne Carl, first being duly sworn, say that I have read the above petition and 
know what it says. The contents of the petition are true to the best of my knowledge. 

~~ aynecarl ' 

City Engineer for the 
City of Galesburg 

OFFICIAL SEAL 

RICHARD E. BARBER 


NOTARY PUBUC - STATE OF f, ,UNOIS 

MY COMMISSION 1::)1,'":",'" , ,-1012 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 


City of Galesburg, a municipal corporation, ) 

) 


Petitioner, ) 

vs. ) 


) 

BNSF Railway Company, a Delaware ) 

corporation, and State of Illinois, Illinois ) 

Department of Transportation ) 


) 

Respondents. ) 


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
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RE~~a D 

APR 1 2010 

Illinois Comm~rce Commission 
RAIL SAFETYSECTION 

I, Richard E. Barber, Corporation Counsel for the City of Galesburg, Petitioner, 

states that on the"- day of March, 2010, I mailed a copy of the Petition for an Order 

Granting Authority to Construct an Overpass and to Permanently Close an At-grade 

Crossing [North Seminary Street Overpass Project] to the following: 

Mr. Robert Prendergast 
Daley Mohan Groble, P.C. 
55 W. Monroe St., #1600 
Chicago, IL 60603 

Mr. Chad Scherwinski 
BNSF Railway Company 
80 44th Avenue NE 
Minneapolis, IVIN 55421 

Ms. Ellen J. Schanzle-Haskins 
Chief Counsel- lOOT 
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway, Room 300 
Springfield, IL 62764 

Ms. Gloria Camarena 
Assistant Chief Counsel - lOOT 
JRTC - Suite 6-600 
100 W. Randolph 
Chicago, IL 60601 

Mr. W. Douglas Werner 
BNSF Railway Company 
PO Box 961039 
Ft. Worth, TX 76161-0039 

Ms. Christine Reed 
Director of Highways, lOOT 
Attn: Jeff Harpring, Room 205 
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway 
Springfield, I L 62764 

Mr. Lance T. Jones 
Deputy Chief Counsel-IDOT 
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway, Rm. 300 
Springfield, IL 62764 

http:T/(9~OOr.fP


,(3/19/2010) Legal Counsel 

Structure Report 

Marked Route/Name of Road: -.:::Se::!m!:;l::.:na::!ryL..:::5t::;ree~I________......,::-

Funding ROUle: -,-,FA-"S~68=OI.:....._ Exl5Ung Structure No.: Nil'. 

Sectlon: 05-()0501·21·GS New Structure Number: 04~30 

~n~; _~~~x_______ o D# or 0 p# Nil'. 

Station: 116+81.89 PropoSed letting Date: ___________ 

Proposed Improvement:: Realign Seminary 51 In GalesOuf'l!, Il from Water SL to Peck 

~.nstruct a new overpass of the BNSF R.R. track$._._____________ 

Bench Mark: Chiseled 'X' on cap bolt of fire h)'granlln N.E. quadrant of the Seminary SI 

and Grove st. inslersec~on. Elev. 764.27 

RECOMMENDED STRUCTURE 

Skew. 58' RF Spans: -'-____ Approx. Brldge length: -.:.:15""3,,,.S· 

BRIDGE APPROACH ROADWAY - Route: Kenogg SI (Bad< Station); Seminary SI. (Ahead Station) 

PM 

___ 
SECTION LOCATION 

Functional Cla&$: --.:.:M:;;.lno""",rM"""e::.;ria"'I'--__________ DesIgn Speed: -=;3S::.:m=ph.:.-____ Posled Speed: -=;35::.:m::.:pht::.:..____ 

ADT: 6000 (207 AOT: ....;7;.:.95::.;:0,--_ (2030 AnTI: ....:..19"'3'--__ (2030 o One way or 181 Two Way 


Directional Distlibution: 60 50 DHV: ....:..11",,0.::.,0______ (One Way) 


GRADE SEPARATION - Roadway Under. Route: -:.;N:.:.IA.:.-_____________________________________ 


Functional Class: _______________ Design SP"d: ______ Posted Speed: 


___ (20 ___ (20 ____ (20ADT: ADT: ) ADTI: o One way or 0 Two Way 

DIrectional Distribution: DHV: Skew:________ (OnaWay) 

VIADUCT/SUBWAY - Railroad: -"'.SN""S"'F""Ra=iI;.:rO""8d=--____..:S.:;k;::;ew:"'•.:;5.;..7·,..:,43::.,;·S::;:6"".4:.;.1...J·(""S;:,.'T",ra::;:ck:::.l<Li.::.57:...·...:.40::..;'5::;:O:.::.2:.:.1·""(""N'-..T.:.:rack=",l___________ 

_____________________ Skew:No. of Tracks: -,,-2__________ Nearest Mie Post Location: 

STREAM CROSSING - Hydraulic Report Approving Agency • 0 Dlstr1ct 0 Central Office Streambed Elevation: 


GEOTECHNICAl INFORMATION: 


Subs\l'UCtUt'e Exploration 15011 Borings Required? -"'yes"'-_______ InformaUon Provided by: Wang EnglnMring. Inc. 


SlnJcture Geotechnical Report Required? yes lnI'oImation Provided by. Wang Englne<erlng, Inc. 


ATIACHMeNTS: 


I2l Bridge Approach Roadway Template o Plan and Proflle Sheet and Cross SecUon for Underpasslng Feature 


I2l Plan and Profile Sheet for Route over Feature o APproved waterway Inlormatlon Table and Hydraulic Data 


tEl Slructure Geotechnical Report o Retaining WaHs: Applicable Plan and Profile Sheets and Cross SectlQns 


SPECiAl REQUIREMENTS - Describe end attach appropriate detailS. 


General (Conflguration prelerenct!8. Slope protection. Deck drainage. Type of bridge UghUng. Ught pole type. Ught pole height. Salvage Items. etc.) 


Slope protection will be provided 1Mth \he design and construcllon of the proposed embankment and M.S.E. retaining wal. 


UW~~chmenb: ~Nf.~A~_______________________________________________________--__________ 

Stage Constructlon/Temporary Bridge: 2:'N'!:,IA:..-________________________________________ 

Printed 11120/2009 BSS 153 (Rev. Ql()6) 
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