
Charles E. Box 
LulaM. Ford 
Erin M. O'Connell-Diaz 
Sherman J. Elliot 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Ave 
Springfield, 11. 6270 I 

Leslie Shank 
741 Jares Court 
Ballwin, MO 63011 

Dear Mr. Box, Ms. Ford, Ms. O'Connell-Diaz, and Mr. Sherman, 

I am writing to you in the hopes that the commerce commission will reverse course 
regarding Ameren UE and the Fox River near Ottawa Illinois. I am just outraged that the 
beautiful Fox River will have 9 miles of shoreline clear cut and destroyed. I grew up in 
Illinois and the Fox River is a beautiful part of my heritage - and an asset to Illinpis for 
tourism and just an amazing ecosystem. 

I am disturbed that the Commerce Comission has approved this wanton disregard for the 
natural beauty ofthe Fox River, and has also disregarded the well being oftourism in the 
Ottawa area. 

I hope that you will reverse course and find a different route for the Ameren UE power 
lines. I know that no one wants power lines in "their backyard," but the Fox River is 
everyone's backyard ... and a huge draw for people visiting the Ottawa area. 

or your time. 

: John D. Albers, Phil Hardas, Ron Linkenback, Janis Von Qualen, James V. Olivero, 
David Rearden, Dan Kahle, Scott Struck, Rochelle Phipps 



Charles E. Box 
LulaM. Ford 
Erin M. O'Connell-Diaz 
Sherman J. Elliot 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Ave 
Springfield, IL. 62701 

CJ Shank 
741 Jares Court 
Ballwin, MO 63011 

Dear Mr. Box, Ms. Ford, Ms. O'Connell-Diaz, and Mr. Sherman, 

I am writing to you because I want you to keep Ameren UE from clear cutting forest 
along the Fox River near Ottawa. 

I am disturbed that the Commerce Comission has approved this destruction of the 
shoreline of the Fox River. There should be another route for the power lines that would 
not be so disruptive to the ecosystem and to the tourist industry in the area. People go to 
Ottawa to visit beautiful natural places like Starved Rock - and canoe on the river. If 9 
miles of shoreline are clear cut you will be losing tax money. 

Please preserve the beauty of the area by finding some other route for the power lines. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sinc~~ 
CJ Shank -.::> 

CC: John D. Albers, Phil Hardas, Ron Linkenback, Janis Von Qualen, James V. Olivero, 
David Rearden, Dan Kahle, Scott Struck, Rochelle Phipps 

-~~---~---~-- -~~---~-----
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6823 Bluffs Blvd 
Tampa, Florida 33617 
Aug 29,2009 

Lula M. Ford 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Ave 
Springfield, Il. 62701 

Dear ICC Commissioner 

I ani asking the illinois Commerce Commission to re-open docket Ob-010b, with regard 
to the Ottawa Wedron power line routing through the Fox River Valley. 

I live in Tampa, Florida and visit SDC (Skydive Chicago) located in Ottawa, occasionally to 
skydive and feel that this power line project will create a hazard that might make 
skydiving too dangerous in this area for me to return. 

When I visit, the amount of money that I spend in the area and local community 
amounts to around $1,000 to $1,500 per visit. I have many friends who do the same 
and feel as I. 

The purpose of the ICC is to promote the public interest in these matters. The ICC judge 
allowed this routing to be determined by a stipulation agreement, to the sole benefit of 
a small group of land developers, while ignoring clear evidence supporting the other 
routes. Recently, the City of Ottawa backed out of the stipulation agreement by 
unanimous resolution when they realized the disastrous consequences to the entire 
community. 

This project is a clear environmental catastrophe in the making. The ICC can avert this by 
reopening docket 06-0706, and deciding the route based on common sense evaluation 
of the evidence. Mistakes were made based on false pretenses, but now, you have the 
power to help resolve this impending environmental disaster to the benefit of our local 
citizens and our precious natural resources. 

Dan Rosenthal 



Sep 1,2009 

Meredith Ollery 
4609 S Emerald Ave #2 
Chicago, IL 60609 

Erin McConell-Diaz 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Ave 
Springfield, IL. 62701 

Dear ICC Commissioner 

I am asking the Illinois Commerce Commission to re-open docket 06-0706, with regard to the 
Ottawa Wedron power line routing through the Fox River Yalley. 

I have been visiting Skydive Chicago located in the beautiful Fox River Yalley twice a month 
since October 2008 and I do not wish to see this natural setting destroyed by this project. I have 
found the Fox River Yalley to be a a refuge, away from the grind of Chicago, that I can go to 
relax and just enjoy being in nature. Should this project go through there is every possibility 
that Skydive Chicago would have to shut down due to safety concerns, which would cause me 
to have to find another "hideaway". I fear this would take me out of state, which means the 
money I spend in and near Ottawa, IL, will be going with me. The beauty of the area is 
unsurpassed. It is a habitat for Bald Eagles and numerous other species. There are other 
options for the routing of these power lines, please consider them. 

The purpose of the ICC is to promote the public interest in these matters. The ICC judge 
allowed this routing to be determined by a stipulation agreement, to the sole benefit of a small 
group of land developers, while ignoring clear evidence supporting the other routes. Recently, 
the City of Ottawa backed out of the stipulation agreement by unanimous resolution when they 
realized the disastrous consequences to the entire community. 

This project is a clear environmental catastrophe in the making. The ICC can avert this by 
reopening docket 06-0706, and deciding the route based on common sense evaluation of the 
evidence. Mistakes were made based on false pretenses, but now, you have the power to help 
resolve this impending environmental disaster to the benefit of our local citizens and our 
precious natural resources. 

Sincerely, 

Meredith Ottery 



2 September 2009 

Mr. Charles Box 
Chairman 

TODD VOLKER 
1630 W. Main Street 

Ottawa, Illinois 61350 
( 81 5) 43 1 - 1999 

Illinois Commerce Commission 
160 N. La Salle St., Ste. C-800 
Chicago, Illinois 60601-3113 

Dear Chairman Box: 

It's stunning---mind numbing---that one public agency will put to ruin the 
multimillion-dollar public investment made by its fellow state and local agencies. 

Your agency's decision to place major power lines along the lower Fox River does 
exactly that. 

For years, local municipalities, governmental entities, nonprofit organizations and 
several illinois state agencies have poured millions into improving tlle Fox River 
to become one of illinois' very few natural areas. As you may know, illinois lags 
the rest of the nation in public lands. We're a lowly 49 out of the 50 states. 

Why route the line directly through Ottawa? Why not put it through 
the vast, unpeopled soybean fields? 

La Salle County has many, many thousands of empty acres, home to soybeans and 
field corn. Why rot out a city, why destroy a blessed riverine area, with the 
routing? 

This is a case of the left hand not knowing what the right hand has been doing. 
Your agency is costing taxpayers a great deal with this proposed smash'n'bash of 
the Fox River. 

I enclose further information about good works on the Fox River for your review. 
Please reconsider this gagging nonsense. 

Sincerely, 

Todd Volker 

cc: fellow commissioners/ 
Ameren public affairs 



Charles E. Box 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Ave 
Springfield, IL. 6270 I 

September 20, 2009~~ 

S, C~/Vbo 
I!/J~_. Cf"P ~ J ~/) 
.... "VSD,... lOOn 

Dear Mr. Box CIft~'U!J~ J 

I am asking the Illinois Commerce Commission to re-open docket 06-0706, with regard~:G~<t~~"" 
Ottawa Wedron power line routing through the Fox River Valley. The city of Ottawa, as well as 
Dayton Township have agreed to join in on our cause and oppose the proposed 90' 138,000 volt 
power lines. These power lines would wipe out thousands of trees, causing not only an eye sore 
to our community; a serious financial and health detriment to existing home owners; but also a 
serious negative ecological impact. 

I am writing to demand that the ICC have a re-hearing regarding these power lines. The original 
argument brought up by the 71 resisters is flawed with multiple misleading facts. It was these 
exact points that, once shown, to the City of Ottawa, convinced them to change their original 
view and support the Fox River Alliance. Ameren IP will need 30' of easement to go along with 
these lines. Where will this easement come in? On peoples front porches? These lines will fall 
directly in the middle of backyards. This is not an appropriate place for high-tension power 
lines. There is also the concern for the Ottawa Airport and Skydive Chicago. I don't think that 
aircraft, parachuting and power lines are a good mix. 

There are other routes much more appropriate. While I understand that no one wants power lines 
to directly affect them, the other originally proposed routes either run along roads or down 
fannland. These routes would not directly affect homes in existence, or cause those families to 
raise their children directly under high-tension lines. We were misled when we were told by 
Ameren IP that this route was not in consideration. 

The purpose of the ICC is to promote the public interest in these matters. The ICC judge allowed 
this routing to be determined by a stipulation agreement, to the sole benefit of a small group of 
land developers, while ignoring clear evidence supporting the other routes. Recently, the City of 
Ottawa backed out of the stipulation agreement by unanimous resolution when they realized the 
disastrous consequences to the entire community. This project is a clear environmental 
catastrophe in the making. The ICC can avert this by reopening docket 06-0706, and deciding the 
route based on common sense evaluation of the evidence. Mistakes were made based on false 
pretenses, but now, you have the power to help resolve this impending environmental disaster to 
the benefit of our local citizens and our precious natural resources. 

Sincerely, 

Dawn Brest 
3186 East I 969th Road 
Ottawa, IL 61350 



LulaM. Ford 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Ave 
Springfield, IL. 62701 

September 20, 2009 Ii~c 
~/R'~, . 

S['p 2 . '" tJ· 
~~ .'12009 

Dear Ms. Ford Ciflc .. :erCe9.% 
I am asking the Illinois Commerce Commission to re-open docket 06-0706, with regard to the OO""'c~ 
Ottawa Wedron power line routing through the Fox River Valley. The city of Ottawa, as well as 
Dayton Township have agreed to join in on our cause and oppose the proposed 90' 138,000 volt 
power lines. These power lines would wipe out thousands of trees, causing not only an eye sore 
to our community; a serious financial and health detriment to existing home owners; but also a 
serious negative ecological impact. 

I am writing to demand that the ICC have a re-hearing regarding these power lines. The original 
argument brought up by the 71 resisters is flawed with multiple misleading facts. It was these 
exact points that, once shown, to the City of Ottawa, convinced them to change their original 
view and support the Fox River Alliance. Ameren IP will need 30' of easement to go along with 
these lines. Where will this easement come in? On peoples front porches? These lines will fall 
directly in the middle of backyards. This is not an appropriate place for high-tension power 
lines. There is also the concern for the Ottawa Airport and Skydive Chicago. I don't think that 
aircraft, parachuting and power lines are a good mix. 

There are other routes much more appropriate. While I understand that no one wants power lines 
to directly affect them, the other originally proposed routes either run along roads or down 
farmland. These routes would not directly affect homes in existence, or cause those families to 
raise their children directly under high-tension lines. We were misled when we were told by 
Ameren IP that this route was not in consideration. 

The purpose of the ICC is to promote the public interest in these matters. The ICC judge allowed 
this routing to be determined by a stipulation agreement, to the sole benefit of a small group of 
land developers, while ignoring clear evidence supporting the other routes. Recently, the City of 
Ottawa backed out of the stipulation agreement by unanimous resolution when they realized the 
disastrous consequences to the entire community. This project is a clear environmental 
catastrophe in the making. The ICC can avert this by reopening docket 06-0706, and deciding the 
route based on common sense evaluation of the evidence. Mistakes were made based on false 
pretenses, but now, you have the power to help resolve this impending environmental disaster to 
the benefit of our local citizens and our precious natural resources. 

Sincerely, 

D~~ 
Dawn Brest 
3186 East 1969'h Road 
Ottawa, IL 61350 
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