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ORIGINAL 

J 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
BEFORE THE 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION RECEIVED 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 

FEB 172010 

IlliNOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 
RAIL SAFElY SECTION 

CITY OF PAXTON, ) 
Ford County, Illinois, and ) 
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY, ) 


) 

PETITIONERS, ) 


) 

v. 	 ) 

) 
) 

Petition for an Order from the Illinois Commerce ) 
Commission for an Order authorizing the closure ) 
and elimination of the existing Franklin Street ) 
Pedestrian Bridge (AARIDOT #289 031A) ) 
over Illinois Central Railroad Company's tracks ) 
all in the City of Paxton, Ford County, Illinois. ) 

PETITION 

TO THE ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION: 

Now come the Petitioners, CITY OF PAXTON, Ford County, Illinois (City) by its attorney, 

Robert E. Martensen, and the ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY (lCRR) by its attorney, 

Thomas J. Healey, and for their Petition to the Illinois Commerce Commission, state as follows: 

1. City is a governmental entity established under the laws of the State of Illinois. 

2. ICRR is an Illinois Corporation with its principal place of business in Homewood, 

Illinois, is authorized to transact business in the State of Illinois and does transact business as a 

common carrier by railroad in intrastate and interstate commerce. 

3. ICRR operates tracks in a generally North to South direction through the City of 

Paxton, Illinois. 

4. The City has jurisdiction under the laws of the State of Illinois over the Franklin 
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Street Pedestrian Bridge (AAR/DOT #289 031A, railroad milepost 103.30-M), which carries local 

pedestrian traffic over and across the ICRR tracks. 

5. That on or about the 5th day of February, 1923, the City Council of the City of 

Paxton, Illinois, did pass and adopt an Ordinance, being an Ordinance "Authorizing and permitting 

the Illinois Central Railroad Company, and the L.E. & W.R.R. Company, to change the plane of a 

portion of their road bed and tracks, so as to separate the grade of their tracks in the City of 

Paxton, and to vacate portions of certain streets, all within the corporate limits of the City of 

Paxton, Ford County, Illinois." 

6. That by said Ordinance the Illinois Central Railroad Company agreed to construct 

at the sole expense of the City of Paxton, Illinois, a foot bridge at Franklin Street in the City. 

7. That during 1924 the Illinois Central Railroad did construct said Franklin Street foot 

bridge over the Illinois Central Railroad tracks and the City of Paxton, Illinois, did pay to the Illinois 

Central Railroad Company the cost for the construction thereof in April of 1925. 

8. That said Franklin Street Pedestrian Bridge presently affords a 20 foot 9 inch 

vertical clearance over the railroad tracks of the Illinois Central Railroad. 

9. That the Franklin Street Pedestrian Bridge consists of a steel trust super structure 

with a timber walkway supported by two concrete piers and concrete abutments and may be 

considered "structurally deficient" be present design criteria. 

10. That, due to safety concerns, the City was recently forced to remove the timber 

walkway and that the walkway has not been replaced. 

11. The Petitioners propose to abolish the Franklin Street Pedestrian Bridge by the 

dismantling and the removal of the same. 

12. The Contract for the demolition and removal of the Franklin Street Pedestrian 

Bridge will be let by the City. 
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13. The cost of the demolition and removal will be paid for by the City, except that 

ICRR will contribute to the City the sum of $10,000.00 to be used by the City toward the 

demolition and removal of the Franklin Street Pedestrian Bridge. 

WHERETOFORE. Petitioners pray that the Illinois Commerce Commission Order the 

following: 

1. That this Petition be granted without a hearing. 

2. That the Franklin Street Pedestrian Bridge be abolished and eliminated. 

3. The performance of such further, separate and different actions. not in consistent 

with law and the rules and regulations of the Illinois Commerce Commission, as are reasonable 

and appropriate to accomplish the purposes of this Petition. 

Respectfully submitted, 


CITY OF PAXT N, Ford County. Illinois 


ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 

ROBERT E. MARTENSEN 
City Attorney 
140 N. Taft Street 
Paxton, Illinois 60957 
Telephone: 217/379-4311 

THOMAS J. HEALEY 
Illinois Central Railroad Company 
17641 S. Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, Illinois 60430 
Telephone: 708/332-4381 
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COUNTY OF COOK 

) ss. 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

VERIFICATION 

_11_1-_1O_J.1-.;...A..;;:;S_...;.J;:;....-.~j.J.::;~.;..A;..;;L;;..;E.;;..'i:.........____' being duly sworn on oath, states that he 

is Counsel-Regulatory for the Illinois Central Railroad Company, Petitioner herein; that he is duly 

authorized by said railroad company to sign, verify and file the foregoing Petition; that he has 

knowledge of the matters set forth in said Petition and that the same are true and correct. to the 

best of my knowledge, information and belief. 

ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY 

~~~ 

SWORN to and signed before me 
this ~ dayof ~ 2010. 

j1~~ 

Notary PuytiC 

... 
PATRICIA A. ZlEM1NSKI 

Notary Public 
Cook County liinois 

My Commission Expires 

September 25, 2010 
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COUNTY OF FORD 

) SS. 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

VERIFICATION 

J. WILLIAM INGOLD, being duly sworn on oath, states that he is Mayor of the City 

of Paxton, Ford County, Illinois. Petitioner herein; that he is duly authorized by said City to sign, 

verify and file the foregoing Petition; that he has knowledge of the matters set forth in said Petition 

and that the same are true and correct, to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. 

SWORN to and signed before me 

this 11--..\41 day of rWWtilll, ,2010. 


Notary Pu ·c -
I OFFICIAL. SEAL ....,
A.fEUssA POrraA 

My~. Stat. Of/lllno/e 
Explrle Stp 23, 2012 
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COUNTY OF COOK 

) ss. 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

PROOF OF SERVIVCE 

ROBERT E. MARTENSEN, being duly sworn on oath, deposes and says that on the __ 
day of , 20 , I have served the within Petition by placing true and 
correct copies thereof in envelopes properly stamped and addressed to the following: 

Mr. Dave Lazarides 
Director of Processing 
Transportation Division 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 E. Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, IL 62794-9280 

Mr. J. William Ingold, Mayor 
City of Paxton 
145 S. Market St. 
Paxton, Illinois 60957 

Ms. Christine M. Reed, P.E. 
Director, Division of Highways 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
2300 S. Dirksen Parkway, Room 205 
Springfield, IL 62764 
Attn: Jeff Harpring, P.E. 

Mr. Thomas J. Healey 
Illinois Central Railroad 
1764" S. Ashland Avenue 
Homewood, IL 60430 

Mr. Michael Stead 
Rail Safety Program Administrator 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 E. Capital Avenue 
Springfield, IL 62701 

Mr. Joe Von De Bur 
Railroad Safety Specialist 
Illinois Commerce Commissioner 
Railroad Division 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, IL 62701 

Robert E. Martensen 

COUNTY OF FORD 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

) 
) ss. 
) 

Sworn to and signed before me 
this day of ______, 2010. 

Notary Public 
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