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PETITION 

The City of Chicago ("City), by its attorney Mara S. Georges, Corporation Counsel, 

hereby petitions the Illinois Commerce Commission ("Commission") for funding from the 

Grade Crossing Protection Fund to make vertical clearance improvements underneath the 

elevated viaduct containing tracks of CSX Transportation, Inc. through the reconstruction of 7fJh 

Street, a roadway in the City of Chicago, County of Cook and State of Illinois and to establish the 

terms and conditions of the project between the City of Chicago and CSX Transportation, 

Inc.C'CSX"). In support of the petition, the City states as follows: 

1. 	 The Commission has jurisdiction of the subject matter of this petition and of the 

petitioner pursuant to Chapter 18 of the Illinois Commercial Transportation Law. 625 

ILCS 5!18c-7401. 

2. 	 79th Street is an arterial in the City of Chicago which runs in an east-west direction and at 

a certain point underneath a viaduct containing the tracks of CSX. 

3. 	 The City proposes to construct, or cause to be constructed, certain vertical clearance 

safety improvements at the79th Street highway-rail underpass ofCSX' tracks (AARIDOT 

163445A, Milepost DC-22.35) located in the City of Chicago, Cook County, Illinois (the 
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"Project"). 

4. 	 By lowering the elevation of the 79th Street roadway pavement, the Project will increase 

the vertical clearance under the railroad structure from 13'-0" to 14'-6", thereby 

significantly reducing the possibility of trucks hitting the railroad structure. Attached as 

Exhibit A is the design specifications tor the Project prepared by Bloom Consultants, 

LLC.. 

5. 	 The railroad structure has columns along the center of the roadway. The Project 

improvements will include the installation of two 42" storm sewers, one 18" sewer, 

drainage structures, replacement of a 12 inch water main, concrete curbs, sidewalk and 

new street lighting. 

6. 	 The City's most recent estimate of the Project's cost is $3,030,420.00. 

7. 	 Based on the current cost estimate, the City is seeking funding from the Grade Crossing 

Protection Fund ("GCPF")in the amount of $1 ,818,252.00. 

8. 	 The City has not attempted to negotiate a Stipulated Agreement with CSX and the Staff 

of the Illinois Commerce Commission for this Project. 

9. 	 The City is willing to execute a construction agreement with CSX substantially similar to 

the one executed by the City and CSX in a previous project of similar size and scope. 

10. 	 The Project is in the public interest because it will result in safer conditions at the 79th 

Street highway -rail underpass of CSX' tracks. Future maintenance costs of the railroad 

structure and the roadway pavement shall be divide:d in the same manner as for the 

existing railroad structure and the roadway. 

11. 	 The City should be able to complete the Project within twenty-four (24) months from the 

date of a Commission Order. 

http:818,252.00
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12. The City respectfully requests that the I11inois Department of Transportation be made a 

party to this proceeding. 

WHEREFORE, the City of Chicago prays that the Illinois Commerce Commission enter 

an Order as follows: (1) grant funding for the Project from the GCPF in the amount of 

$1,818,252.00 ; and, (2) adopt a reasonable construction agreement to be executed between the 

City and CSX. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CITY OF CHICAGO 
Mara S. Georges 
<:: 

Jack A. Pace 
Senior Counsel 
City of Chicago Law Department 
30 N. La Salle Street, Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 
312-744-6997 
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Service List 

Mr. Mike Stead 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
P.O. Box 19280 
Springfield, Illinois 62794 

Anthony Rainey 
COOT 
30 N. La Salle Street 
4th floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

Hal A. Gibson, Jr. 
CSX Transportation, Inc 
Principle Engineer 
500 Water Street, J-301 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

Earl Wacker 
CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Director-Chicago Transportation Coordination Office 
1501 S. Canal Street 
Chicago, lllinois 60607 

Tom Livingston 
CSX Transportation, Inc. 
Vice President of Governmental Relations 
1700 West 167th Street 
Calumet City, Illinois 60409 

Zubair Haider 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
Bureau of Local Roads and Streets 
201 West Center Court 
Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096 

Paul Streicher 
Fedota Childers, P.C. 
70 W. Madison Street- Suite 3900 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

Petition for funding from the Grade Crossing ) 
Protection Fund to make vertical clearance ) 
improvements underneath the elevated viaduct ) 
containing tracks of CSX Transportation, ) 
Inc. through the reconstruction of 79th Street ) No. 
a roadway in the City of Chicago, County ) 
of Cook and State of Illinois and to establish the ) 
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NOTICE OF FILING 

TO: SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT ON THIS DATE I caused to be mailed to the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 East Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 19280, Springfield, Illinois 62794
9280, by Federal Express, the original and three (3) copies of the City of Chicago's Petition. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Jack A. Pace, an attorney, hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing City of Chicago 
Motion was served upon the party or parties listed on the attached service list, by Hand 
Delivery, Federal Express or by U.S. Mail, postage pre~paid, from Suite 1400,30 North La 
Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois 60602, in accordance with the Rules of Practice of the Illinois 
Commerce Commission. 

Dated: February 4, 2010 
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